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1. (Choir)
Ein feste Burg ist unser Gott

2. (Duet)
Alles, was von Gott geboren
Valerie MacPhail, soprano; Paul MacPhail, baritone

3. (Recitative)
Erwäge doch, doch, Kind Gottes, die so  großen Liebe

4. (Aria)
Komm in mein Herzenhaus
Pattyann Hevener, soprano

5. (Choir)
Und wenn die Welt voll Teufel wär

6. (Recitative)
So stehe dann bei Christi blutgefärbten Fahne

7. (Duet)
Wie selig sind doch die, die Gott im Munde tragen
Lisa Cunningham, alto; Justin Boazman, tenor

8. (Choir)
Das Wort sie sollen lassen stahn

Ein feste Burg ist unser Gott
J.S. Bach

(1685-1750)



Notes

 Of J. S. Bach’s prodigious output of cantatas (over 200), 
Ein feste Burg (or A Mighty Fortress) stands out. It was the 
first of his cantatas to be published, in 1821, and it has 
remained one of the most popular and critically celebrated 
over the years.

Ein feste burg is known as a chorale cantata. A chorale can 
be understood very simply as a hymn, one familiar to the 
Lutheran congregations of Bach’s day, and listeners at the 
church services in which chorale cantatas were performed 
would have recognized the tune and text (or fragments 
thereof) when they appeared at various points in the piece. 
In Ein feste Burg the chorale appears in the first, fifth and 
eight movements (all choral), and in the soprano line of the 
duet in movement two. In each case except the last move-
ment Bach engaged in some “tinkering” with the chorale 
tune, but if you are familiar with the hymn “A Mighty For-
tress is Our God” you will probably still recognize it when it 
is sung.

In addition to choir and soloists, Bach scored Ein feste Burg 
for strings, three reeds and continuo (which in our case 
today means cello, organ and harpsichord.) We are grateful 
to the fine group of instrumentalists who are assisting us 
today.
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