
SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

AUGUST 27, 2017
8:30AM - Chapel

10:30AM - Sanctuary

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

One: Th is is the day that the Lord has made; 
All: Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Opening Voluntary
Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Th ee (8:30) arr. Ian Hare

 (10:30) arr. Tim Zimmerman

† Call to Worship   
One: How beautiful are the places where you dwell, O Lord!
All: Th is house cannot contain your glory;
 even the heavens are bursting with the goodness of your presence!
One: Happy are those who fi nd their strength in you.
All: Hear our prayers this day, Holy God,
 as we proclaim your praises to all the earth!
One: Let us worship God!

† Please rise in 
body or spirit.

Please sign and 
pass the Ministry 
of Friendship 
Pad, note the 
names of those 
around you, 
and greet one 
another after 
worship.

WELCOME to

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Spartanburg, SC

First Presbyterian Church is a community of believers committed to
“Glorifying God and Sharing Christ Together through Word and Deed.”

The Time Has Come...



† Hymn 35 Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty Lobe Den Herren

Prayer of Confession (Unison)  
Generous God
 whose giving knows neither measure nor end, 
We confess that all too oft en 
 we have kept our own hearts, hands and minds 
 fi rmly closed.
Forgive us for those times 
 when our own wants and wishes 
 have fi lled the horizon to the exclusion of all else, 
 and made us blind and deaf 
 to the needs and concerns of others.
Forgive us for those situations 
 when seeing only a problem 
 rather than daring to dream a solution, 
 has left  us fettered and powerless 
 where we might have been building your Kingdom.
Forgive us Lord
Help us to transcend fear 
 and to always act 
 as those who know the hope 
 that is rooted in our saving Lord, Jesus Christ.
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ …

    Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon  
One: Hear the good news:
 Christ died for us while we were yet sinners;
 that proves God's love toward us.
 In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
All: Th anks be to God!

† Response
 Hymn 263, verse 4  Coronation

O that with yonder sacred throng we at his feet may fall!
We'll join the everlasting song, and crown him Lord of all!
We'll join the everlasting song, and crown him Lord of all!

† Passing of the Peace  
One: God has received us, pardoned us and loved us;
 let us forgive each other in love and share the peace of Christ.
 Peace be with you.
All: And also with you.
One: Let us greet each other as we share the peace of Christ.

Life of the Church 
 Moment for Mission: The Time Has Come  

Hymn 35

Loosely based 
on Psalm 103:1-6 

and Psalm 150, 
with echoes from 

other psalms, 
this is a strong 

hymn of praise 
to our covenant 
God, who heals, 
provides for, and 

defends us. Let 
"all that has life 

and breath" sing 
praise to the 

Lord!



PROCLAIMING THE WORD

The Word for Children  

 Sacrament of Baptism (8:30)  
  Campbell Brandt Goodwin
  Daughter of Amy and Brandt Goodwin 

 Sacrament of Baptism (10:30)  
  Louise Murray Panza 
  Daughter of Eve and Matt Panza

Sarah's Story (10:30)  

Scripture Reading  1 Peter 2:1-9
 One: Th e Word of the Lord.  
 All: Th anks be to God.

Sermon Th e (Not So) Heroes of the Old Testament: Dr. Th omas E. Evans
  From Sarai to Sarah

Anthem (10:30)  What Gift  Can We Bring? arr. Benjamin Harlan

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

† Affirmation of Faith  
 The Apostles’ Creed  Hymnal Page 35

I believe in God the Father Almighty; Maker of heaven and earth;  
And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; 
 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,
 suff ered under Pontius Pilate, was crucifi ed, dead, and buried; 
He descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; 
He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
 from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; 
 the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 
 the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 

Offertory
 (8:30) Th e King of Love My Shepherd Is arr. Dan Forrest

 (10:30) Allemande Antony Holborne

After the Word 
for Children, 
all children will 
return to the 
pews.

Nursery is 
available for 
infants through 
age 3.

Baptism enacts 
and seals 
what the Word 
proclaims: God’s 
redeeming 
grace offered 
to all people. 
The Baptism 
of children 
witnesses to the 
truth that God’s 
love claims 
people before 
they are able to 
respond in faith.



† Doxology  
 Hymn 606  Old Hundredth

Praise God, from whom all blessings fl ow;
praise God, all creatures here below;
praise God above, ye heavenly host;

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Litany of Commitment  

One: God called the people wandering in the wilderness to build a Tabernacle. And the 
people gave what they had – jewelry, fabrics, leather, and wood so that the Tabernacle 
could be built.

All: And God was glorifi ed and the people were led through the Tabernacle!
One: A century and a half ago, God called the people of this fl edgling congregation to build 

a church in downtown Spartanburg.
All: And God was glorifi ed and the people were led through our fi rst church building!
One: Over 90 years ago, God gave this congregation the foresight to build our current 

Sanctuary to serve God’s people in Spartanburg for many years to come.
All: And God continues to be glorifi ed
 and the people continue to be led in our Sanctuary to this day!
One: Eight years ago, God called our congregation to bring a new form of worship to our 

congregation though MorningSong.
All: And God continues to be glorifi ed
 and the people continue to be led in MorningSong to this day!
One: Th e time has come. Today, God is calling us as well to renovate our Sanctuary, to 

enhance Fogartie Hall for MorningSong, and to create a space for God’s people to 
gather together,

All: So that God will be glorifi ed
 and the people will be led here for many years to come!
One: Let us pray.
All: Gracious and loving God,
 we thank you for the blessings you have given to this
 church and for our long history of worship and service.
 Our one wish is to continue to glorify you
 through worship and service
 to our members, our community,
 our nation, and our world.
 We ask that you bless our endeavors
 as we raise funds for these improvements
 in our worship and gathering spaces.
One: Here us as we pray as Christ taught us:
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Th y name. 
 Th y kingdom come. Th y will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For Th ine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

You are invited 
to stay and listen 

to the Closing 
Voluntary 

but you are 
welcome to 

leave following 
the Benediction.



The flowers in the Sanctuary are given to the Glory of God and in honor of the baptism of Louise Murray Panza 
by her grandmother, Dana Panza.

Many thanks to the instrumentalists at the 10:30 Sanctuary Service: Thomas Cotter and Matthew Gill, 
trumpet; Kaci Cotter, horn; Jeff Kuntz and John McCallister, trombone; Matt McDaniel, timpani.

For the hearing impaired: Our Sanctuary is equipped with a T-coil hearing loop. If your hearing aid or cochlear 
device is equipped with T-coil technology, please switch it to the “T”, T-Coil, or telephone position for 
improved hearing during the service. Hearing aid devices are also available in the Narthex and Tower Room. 
Please ask an usher and return these to the Usher Stands when you exit. Thank you. For the Chapel service, 
please ask an usher for a hearing aid device and return when you exit.

Large-print bulletins are available from the ushers upon request.

Participating in This Morning’s Worship Services

8:30am
Dr. Th omas E. Evans and Rev. Joanne R. Hull

Mrs. Jennifer Biber, Miss Addie Usry, Mr. Jack Usry, and Miss Wallace Lynch
Mr. Holt Andrews

Mrs. Cathy Bagwell

10:30am
Dr. Th omas E. Evans, Rev. Joanne R. Hull, and Rev. Christi O. Brown
Mr. David Beacham, Miss Caroline Colbath, Mr. William Lancaster

Ms. Deborah Lemke
Mr. Dick Crenshaw

Summer Choir

BEARING THE WORD TO THE WORLD

† Hymn 275 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God Ein' Feste Burg

† Charge and Benediction  

† Congregational Response  
 Hymn 643, verse 1  Nun Danket Alle Gott

Now thank we all our God
with heart and hands and voices,
who wondrous things hath done,

in whom this world rejoices;
who, from our mothers' arms,

hath blessed us on our way
with countless gift s of love,

and still is ours today.

† Closing Voluntary Now Th ank We All Our God J. S. Bach



Welcome!
If you are visiting with us today, 
you are our honored guest! Please 
sign the Fellowship Pad, so that 
we may contact you.

For more information about First 
Presbyterian, check the church 
website or see one of the Worship 
Greeters, holding the baskets.

Joining First Pres...
If you are interested in joining 
First Presbyterian Church, please 
come to the Church Library on 
the second Sunday of the month at 
10:30am. Ministers and members 
of the Session will be there to greet 
you.
Additionally, a Welcome Class is 
held twice a year, which is open to 
all visitors interested in joining our 
church or to anyone wanting to learn 
more about the Presbyterian Church 
(USA). Th e next Welcome Class 
will begin on Sunday, September 
17 at 9:45 in Room 2200.

For more information, contact
Rev. Joanne Hull; 208-2125/
jhull@fpcspartanburg.org
or Joanie Shackleton; 208-2132/
jshackleton@fpcspartanburg.org.

Pastors On-Call
If you have a Pastoral Emergency 
aft er 5:00pm during the week or 
anytime over the weekend or on 
holidays, please call 208-2142. Th e 
message will be sent to the pastoral 
care team member who is on-call 
and your call will be returned 
as soon as possible. For pastoral 
needs for our youth, contact Rev. 
Jason Moore (804-9244).

Life @ First
AUGUST 27, 2017

Complete details at www.fpcspartanburg.org.
Join us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter!

Today - End of Summer Celebration!!
Today, we will have our final Summer Sizzle - the "End of Summer Celebration". 
After the 10:30 Worship Services, there will be Food Trucks, Family Games 
and Inflatables, and a Celebration of the Kick-off our Capital Campaign “The 
Time Has Come”. Bring a chair, choose your favorite food-truck fare, and 
learn more about our new building campaign!

Next Sunday, September 3 - 1 Service
Next Sunday, there will be One Combined Worship Service at 10:30am in the 
Sanctuary; Sunday School Classes will not meet. Th e NEW REGULAR Sunday 
morning schedule will begin on Sunday, September 10:
 8:45am Chapel Worship Service and MorningSong (Fogartie Hall) 
 9:45am Sunday School for ALL Ages
 11:00am MorningSong (Fogartie Hall) and Sanctuary Worship

Help Relieve Hunger in Spartanburg
Next Sunday, September 3, please bring canned goods and loose change to 
Worship to benefi t Total Ministries of Spartanburg. As we celebrate Communion 
together, let us serve others through our gift s for hunger relief. Containers are 
located at the entrances to the Sanctuary and Fogartie Hall (MorningSong). 
All nonperishable food items are welcomed! Some suggestions: Peanut Butter, 
Canned Meat, Beef Stew, Soup, and Family-Size Beans and Rice (not 20+lb bags).

Two MorningSong Services - September 10
MorningSong has been a great success in the seven years that it has existed and 
starting September 10, you may choose between two MorningSong worship 
times each Sunday - 8:45am or 11:00am! Invite your friends, and let’s fi ll up both 
services each Sunday!
And with two services, we will have many more volunteer opportunities ... to set 
the communion table each week, put out donut holes, greet people, run sound, 
projections or broadcast, collect off ering, turn over the room, etc. If you attend 
the MorningSong service, fi nd your way to help!

For more information, contact Susan Polson;
s_polson_wando@yahoo.com / 843.345.1363.

Children’s Worship for Both 11:00 Services!  
We are happy to announce that, beginning September 10, Children’s Worship 
will be available to all families worshiping at 11:00 - - in the Sanctuary or 
MorningSong. Children, ages 4 to the completion of fi rst grade, are invited to 
leave with the adult leaders aft er the Word for Children. Children will have an 
off ering time, prayer, a snack, a story, and free play. Aft er worship, parents may 
pick up children in the Clark Building Room 202.



Calendar This Week
Sunday, August 27
 8:30am Chapel Worship
 9:30am Sunday School
 9:45am Summer Choir
 10:30am MorningSong Worship
 10:30am Sanctuary Worship

Tuesday, August 29
 12:00pm Tuesday/Th ursday Study

Wednesday, August 30
 12:00pm Men’s Bible Study

Thursday, August 31
 12:00pm Tuesday/Th ursday Study
 12:30pm Men’s Small Group

Friday, September 1
 6:30am Men’s Study Group
 7:00am Men’s Study Group

A complete calendar, including 
Committee Meetings, Recreation 
Classes, and AA Meetings, is available 
on the church website.

Looking Forward . . .
September 3

ONE Worship Service
10:30am Sanctuary

September 4
Labor Day

All Church Facilities Closed

September 10
Return to Regular Schedule

Rally Day
Real Life Begins

September 13
WAF Resumes

October 22
Celebrate Kirkin' o' the Tartans and

500th Anniversary of the Reformation

Financial News
2017 Operating Budget: $2,828,008
Needed weekly: $54,385
Received 8/20: $33,099

Register for First Steps and Children's Choirs
Our amazing program for infants, toddlers, and their parents, First Steps in 
Music, will start in mid-September and run for an 8-week session. Spaces are 
limited!
Children’s Choirs  will resume on Wednesday, September 13 for ages 4K-Grade 5.
Registration for both music programs are open online at ...
 ... https://www.fpcspartanburg.org/worship/music.

Two Opportunities to Help with UKirk
Welcome Back Meal – Tuesday, August 29, 5:30pm (at the cabin on the campus 

of Converse): College Students will be back to school within the next few weeks 
and Spartanburg UKirk is providing them with a welcome back meal. UKirk is 
seeking volunteers to provide not only food, but also to come and welcome the 
students back! 

Weekly Tuesday Gathering starting September 5: Each Tuesday, UKirk will share 
a meal with college students at Second Presbyterian at their normal weekly 
gathering. If you'd like to provide a meal for hungry college students as an 
ongoing ministry of Spartanburg UKirk, please sign up at www.goo.gl/u96Eqc.

Here I Stand:
A Study of Martin Luther and the Reformation
In celebration of the 500th anniversary of Martin Luther’s Ninety-Five Th eses, we 
will examine the history of the Reformation with an eye toward the development of 
the Presbyterian faith. Th is six-part Reformation study class will provide an exciting 
examination of Luther and the Reformation using a wide array of documents, 
pictures, and fi lm. Led by Dr. Rob McCormick, the class will meet on Sundays at 
5:00pm in the Arthur Center (September 10-October 15). 

Tickled Pink Women’s Bible Study Resumes...
Th e Tickled Pink Women’s Bible Study will resume on Tuesday, September 12. 
Meeting on Tuesdays, 9:15-10:30am in Fogartie Hall, Tickled Pink is a lift  for the 
soul and always a little laughter. Bring a friend and share the fun!

Haiti and DR Mission Trips...
Now is the time to sign up for next year’s Haiti (January 24-31, 2018) and Dominican 
Republic (February 3-10, 2018) Mission trips. Th ere are lots of diff erent kinds of 
jobs on each of these trips and either is sure to be a life-changing experience.

For more information:
Haiti: https://www.fpcspartanburg.org/care/a-world-in-need/haiti
DR: https://www.fpcspartanburg.org/care/a-world-in-need/dominican-republic

For Parents
Nursery care is available on the fi rst fl oor of the Clark Building for all services for 

children six weeks through three years old.
Rainbow worship bags are provided at the doors for your child to use during 

worship. Please return the crayons, book, bookmarks, and bag to the baskets at 
the conclusion of worship. Th e papers or leafl ets are for your child to keep as a 
reminder of today’s scripture and message.



CHURCH OFFICERS

Session
Class of 2018: Fran Bagwell, David Beacham, Roy Berry, Leslie Calicutt, Mark Coleman, Mary Dixon, Ken Frick, Mark 

Hicklin, David Ike, Kay McClure, Nan McDaniel, Kam Neely, Susan Oldham, Carter Smith, Pat Tatham
Class of 2019: Bert Barre, David Berry, Jennifer Biber, Mark Cann, Dick Carr, David Cecil, Fred Cumbo, Sally Dover, Emma 

Harrill, Ann Jones, Stan Lummus, Eric Nease, Richard Strasburger, Winnie Walsh, Lewis White
Class of 2020: Lee Close, Celia Cogdell, Suzy Cole, Andrew Darr, Melissa France, Laura Henthorn, Whit Kennedy, Craig 

Long, Jason Lynch, Ashley Millinor, Bert Moore, Steven Richards, Jessalyn Story, Monica Th reatt, Linda West

Diaconate
Class of 2018: Marjorie Appiah, Randy Barre, Budge Bean, Margie Beckett, Randall Chambers, Erin Chastain, Max Hyde, Brenda 

James, Donna Kennedy, Andy Lancaster, Lisa Lefebvre, Melissa Morehead, Juli Robertson, Joy Shackelford, Brand Stille
Class of 2019: Katherine Burns, Harry Clayton, Molly Colbath, Mary Deller, John Donovan, Phillip Glover, Carol Gutman, Marsha 

Hagins, Anne Hicklin, LeAnne Holcombe, Eunice Knouse, Tommy Rudeen, Denise Stevens, John Tatham, Alan Workman
Class of 2020: Will Adair, Vic Bailey, Steven Blanton, Bill Cummings, Chris Curtis, Carroll Easterling, Rob Elliot, John Faris, 

Dana Halliday, Andy Halligan, Catherine Johnson, Bryan Pack, Kristen Raynor, Leah Rigsby, Marsh Rogers

 Mission that serves our neighbors and our God
Our congregation serves God and our neighbors at home and abroad with these local and international missions.

Local Missions

Poverty: Monthly Hunger Off ering; Mobile Meals; Winter Warmth; TOTAL Ministries; Spartanburg Interfaith Hospitality Network 
(SPIHN); Habitat for Humanity; Th e Haven; CAST Program; Neighborhood Meal Ministry; Healing: Angel Tree; St. Luke’s Free 
Medical Clinic; Children’s Advocacy Center; HOPE Center for Children; SAFE Homes/Rape Crisis Network; Th ornwell Home for 
Children; Presbyterian Communities of SC; Disaster Relief: One Great Hour of Sharing, Disaster Response Action Team; Kairos 
Prison Ministry; MLK, Jr. Celebration; Refugee Relief; Mental Health Advocacy; Education: Pine Street Elementary Tutoring; Boys 
& Girls Clubs; Spartanburg Presbyterian Student Association (UKIRK); Arcadia Outreach Ministry; Presbytery Unifi ed Funds; Th e 
Shepherd’s Center; Adult Learning Center

International Missions

Missionaries: Support for missionaries - Jo Ella Holman, PCUSA liaison for the Caribbean; Mark Hare and Jenny Bent, mission co-workers 
in Haiti and the Dominican Republic; Mission Workers Serving with Kurds; Mission Workers Serving in the Middle East; Dominican 
Republic: Clinica Cristiana; Center for Christian Education & Development (CCED School); Sponsorship of CCED School Children; 
Infant Nutrition Program; Cuba: Iglesia Presbiteriana Reformada in Santa Clara partnership; Haiti: Haiti Outreach Ministries; Haiti 
Reforestation Project (CODEP); Philippines: Precious Heritage Ministries orphanage and feeding program for street children; India: 
Set Free Alliance; Witness Season; Bread for the World

Th is week, please pray for the Church’s Capital Campaign.

393 E Main St
Spartanburg, SC 29302

864/583-4531
www.fpcspartanburg.org

393 E M i St

STAFF
Dr. Thomas E. Evans, Senior Pastor; Rev. L. Craig Foster, Associate Pastor, 
Education/Discipleship; Rev. Joanne R. Hull, Associate Pastor, Congregational 
Care; Rev. Jason C. Moore, Associate Pastor for Evangelism and Church Growth; 
Rev. Christi O. Brown, Pastoral Associate for Missions; Holt Andrews, Pastoral 
Musician; Marcia Andrews, Associate Director of Music and Organist; Penny 
Wright, Director of Young Adults; Beth Burris, Director of Children’s Ministries; 
Beth Cecil, Parish Nurse; Colleen McCullough, Director of Recreation; Jane 
Mullins, Director of Hospitality


