W MorningSono
August 13, 2017
10:30am

welcome!

First Presbyterian Church is a community of believers committed to
“Glorifying God and Sharing Christ Together through Word and Deed.”

Opening Music
Opening Prayer and Welcome
Chiloren’s Thue

“Hast thouw not seen?”
Mr. Holt Andrews
Juoges 13:1-7# (RSV)

Affirmation of Falth (see next page)
Song
Prayers
Offering
Prayer of Thanksgiving

Benediction



Sermon. Notes

Afflrmation of Faith
The Apostles’ Creeol

| believe in God the Father Almighty; Maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord;

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried;
He descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead;
He ascended into heaven,

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;

from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church;

the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;

the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.



Participating in Today's Service:

Mr. Holt Andrews, Commissioned Ruling Elder
Rev. Christi O. Brown
Rev. L. Craig Foster
Sam Ebert

Summer Schedule Sunda Y School
June 4 - August 2F at 9:30am

CHILDREN and YOUTH

Nursery (Birth-2K) and Preschool (3K-4K)
1st Floor Clark Bldg

Elementary (5K-5th Grade)
2nd Floor Clark Bldg

Youth (6th-12th Grade)
2nd Floor FLC

ADULTS

Special Summer Class
(Room 2201)
The Story of the Bible, Part 2:
Reading the Bible from the Middle Ages to Today
A Video Lecture Series by
Luke Timothy Johnson

Faith Driven and Spark
(Combined Classes in Room C210)

Open Class
(Room 2213)

Purnell Class
(Purnell Room)




MISSION THAT SERVES OUR NEIGHBORS AND OUR GOD
Our congregation serves God and our neighbors at home and abroad
with these local and international missions.

LOCAL MISSIONS

Poverty: Monthly Hunger Offering; Mobile Meals; Winter Warmth; TOTAL Ministries; Spartanburg
Interfaith Hospitality Network (SPIHN); Habitat for Humanity; The Haven; CAST Program;
Neighborhood Meal Ministry

Healing: Angel Tree; St. Luke’s Free Medical Clinic; Children's Advocacy Center; HOPE Center
for Children; SAFE Homes/Rape Crisis Network; Thornwell Home for Children; Presbyterian
Communities of SC; Disaster Relief: One Great Hour of Sharing, Disaster Response Action Team;
Kairos Prison Ministry; MLK, Jr. Celebration; Refugee Relief, Mental Health Advocacy

Education: Pine Street Elementary Tutoring; Boys & Girls Clubs; Spartanburg Presbyterian Student
Association (UKIRK); Arcadia Outreach Ministry; Presbytery Unified Funds; The Shepherd’s Center;
Adult Learning Center

INTERNATIONAL MISSIONS

Missionaries: Support for missionaries - Jo Ella Holman, PCUSA liaison for the Caribbean; Mark
Hare and Jenny Bent, mission co-workers in Haiti and the Dominican Republic; Mission Workers
serving with Kurds; Mission Workers Serving in the Middle East

Dominican Republic: Clinica Cristiana; Center for Christian Education & Development (CCED
School); Sponsorship of CCED School Children; Infant Nutrition Program

Cuba: Iglesia Presbiteriana Reformada in Santa Clara partnership

Haiti: Haiti Outreach Ministries; Haiti Reforestation Project (CODEP)

Philippines: Precious Heritage Ministries orphanage and feeding program for street children
India: Set Free Alliance

Witness Season

Bread for the World

This week, This week, please pray for these PC(USA) Missionaries:
Gordon and Dorothy Gartrell (Brazil) and for
Spartanburg City Police Officer Keith Soules (FPC’s Adopt-a-Cop).

Staff: Dr. Tom Evans, Senior Pastor; Rev. Craig Foster, Associate Pastor, Education/
Discipleship; Rev. Joanne Hull, Associate Pastor, Congregational Care; Rev. Jason
Moore, Associate Pastor for Youth and Young Adults; Rev. Christi Brown, Pastoral
Associate for Missions; Holt Andrews, Pastoral Musician; Marcia Andrews, Associate
Director of Music and Organist; Penny Wright, Youth Director; Beth Burris, Children’s
Ministries Director; Beth Cecil, Parish Nurse; Colleen McCullough, Recreation Director;
Jane Mullins, Hospitality Director

MorningSong Musicians: Lisa Cunningham, piano/vocals; Kolby Carrouth, drums;
Cooper Ceclil, bass; Landon Hammett, keyboard/vocals; Jeff Key, acoustic guitar/bass;
Leigha Pace, vocals.

Need to Step Out During the Service? If possible, please use the door in the back of Fogartie Hall.

First Presbyterian Church
393 E Main St, Spartanburg SC 29302
864/583-4531
www.fpcspartanburg.org




Toola Y's Scri,ptwe

Judges 13-16 (RSV)

1 And the people of Israel again did what was evil in the sight of the Lord; and the Lord
gave them into the hand of the Philistines for forty years.

2 And there was a certain man of Zorah, of the tribe of the Danites, whose name was
Mano'ah; and his wife was barren and had no children. ® And the angel of the Lord appeared
to the woman and said to her, “Behold, you are barren and have no children; but you shall
conceive and bear a son. * Therefore beware, and drink no wine or strong drink, and eat
nothing unclean, ° for lo, you shall conceive and bear a son. No razor shall come upon his
head, for the boy shall be a Nazirite to God from birth; and he shall begin to deliver Israel
from the hand of the Philistines.” ® Then the woman came and told her husband, “A man of
God came to me, and his countenance was like the countenance of the angel of God, very
terrible; | did not ask him whence he was, and he did not tell me his name; 7 but he said to
me, ‘Behold, you shall conceive and bear a son; so then drink no wine or strong drink, and
eat nothing unclean, for the boy shall be a Nazirite to God from birth to the day of his death.”

8 Then Mano'ah entreated the Lord, and said, “O, Lord, | pray thee, let the man of God
whom thou didst send come again to us, and teach us what we are to do with the boy that
will be born.” ® And God listened to the voice of Mano'ah, and the angel of God came again
to the woman as she sat in the field; but Mano'ah her husband was not with her. ' And the
woman ran in haste and told her husband, “Behold, the man who came to me the other day
has appeared to me.” " And Mano'ah arose and went after his wife, and came to the man
and said to him, “Are you the man who spoke to this woman?” And he said, “| am.” "2 And
Mano'ah said, “Now when your words come true, what is to be the boy’s manner of life,
and what is he to do?” '® And the angel of the Lord said to Mano'ah, “Of all that | said to the
woman let her beware. * She may not eat of anything that comes from the vine, neither let
her drink wine or strong drink, or eat any unclean thing; all that | commanded her let her
observe.”

'S Mano'ah said to the angel of the Lord, “Pray, let us detain you, and prepare a kid for you.”
6 And the angel of the Lord said to Mano'ah, “If you detain me, | will not eat of your food;
but if you make ready a burnt offering, then offer it to the Lord.” (For Mano'ah did not know
that he was the angel of the Lord.) ' And Mano'ah said to the angel of the Lord, “What is
your name, so that, when your words come true, we may honor you?” *® And the angel of
the Lord said to him, “Why do you ask my name, seeing it is wonderful?” ' So Mano'ah took
the kid with the cereal offering, and offered it upon the rock to the Lord, to him who works
wonders. 2° And when the flame went up toward heaven from the altar, the angel of the Lord
ascended in the flame of the altar while Mano'ah and his wife looked on; and they fell on
their faces to the ground.

21 The angel of the Lord appeared no more to Mano'ah and to his wife. Then Mano'ah knew
that he was the angel of the Lord. 22 And Mano'ah said to his wife, “We shall surely die, for
we have seen God.” 2 But his wife said to him, “If the Lord had meant to kill us, he would
not have accepted a burnt offering and a cereal offering at our hands, or shown us all these
things, or now announced to us such things as these.” * And the woman bore a son, and
called his name Samson; and the boy grew, and the Lord blessed him. 2° And the Spirit of
the Lord began to stir him in Ma’haneh-dan, between Zorah and Esh'ta-ol.

1 Samson went down to Timnah, and at Timnah he saw one of the daughters of the
Philistines. 2 Then he came up, and told his father and mother, “I saw one of the
daughters of the Philistines at Timnah; now get her for me as my wife.” 3 But his father and



mother said to him, “Is there not a woman among the daughters of your kinsmen, or among
all our people, that you must go to take a wife from the uncircumcised Philistines?” But
Samson said to his father, “Get her for me; for she pleases me well.”

4 His father and mother did not know that it was from the Lord; for he was seeking an
occasion against the Philistines. At that time the Philistines had dominion over Israel.

°®*Then Samson went down with his father and mother to Timnah, and he came to the
vineyards of Timnah. And behold, a young lion roared against him; ¢ and the Spirit of the
Lord came mightily upon him, and he tore the lion asunder as one tears a kid; and he had
nothing in his hand. But he did not tell his father or his mother what he had done. ” Then he
went down and talked with the woman; and she pleased Samson well. 8 And after a while he
returned to take her; and he turned aside to see the carcass of the lion, and behold, there
was a swarm of bees in the body of the lion, and honey. ° He scraped it out into his hands,
and went on, eating as he went; and he came to his father and mother, and gave some to
them, and they ate. But he did not tell them that he had taken the honey from the carcass
of the lion.

9 And his father went down to the woman, and Samson made a feast there; for so the young
men used to do. ' And when the people saw him, they brought thirty companions to be with
him. 2 And Samson said to them, “Let me now put a riddle to you; if you can tell me what it
is, within the seven days of the feast, and find it out, then | will give you thirty linen garments
and thirty festal garments; ' but if you cannot tell me what it is, then you shall give me thirty
linen garments and thirty festal garments.” And they said to him, “Put your riddle, that we
may hear it.” ' And he said to them,
“Out of the eater came something to eat.

Out of the strong came something sweet.”
And they could not in three days tell what the riddle was.

5 On the fourth day they said to Samson’s wife, “Entice your husband to tell us what the
riddle is, lest we burn you and your father’s house with fire. Have you invited us here to
impoverish us?” '®* And Samson’s wife wept before him, and said, “You only hate me, you do
not love me; you have put a riddle to my countrymen, and you have not told me what it is.”
And he said to her, “Behold, | have not told my father nor my mother, and shall | tell you?” "
She wept before him the seven days that their feast lasted; and on the seventh day he told
her, because she pressed him hard. Then she told the riddle to her countrymen. ® And the
men of the city said to him on the seventh day before the sun went down,
“What is sweeter than honey?

What is stronger than a lion?”
And he said to them,
“If you had not plowed with my heifer,

you would not have found out my riddle.”

% And the Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon him, and he went down to Ash’kelon and
killed thirty men of the town, and took their spoil and gave the festal garments to those who
had told the riddle. In hot anger he went back to his father’s house. 2° And Samson’s wife
was given to his companion, who had been his best man.

1 After a while, at the time of wheat harvest, Samson went to visit his wife with a kid;

and he said, “l will go in to my wife in the chamber.” But her father would not allow
him to go in. 2 And her father said, “I really thought that you utterly hated her; so | gave her
to your companion. Is not her younger sister fairer than she? Pray take her instead.” * And
Samson said to them, “This time | shall be blameless in regard to the Philistines, when | do
them mischief.” * So Samson went and caught three hundred foxes, and took torches; and
he turned them tail to tail, and put a torch between each pair of tails. ° And when he had set
fire to the torches, he let the foxes go into the standing grain of the Philistines, and burned
up the shocks and the standing grain, as well as the olive orchards. ¢ Then the Philistines



said, “Who has done this?” And they said, “Samson, the son-in-law of the Timnite, because
he has taken his wife and given her to his companion.” And the Philistines came up, and
burned her and her father with fire. * And Samson said to them, “If this is what you do, |
swear | will be avenged upon you, and after that | will quit.” 8 And he smote them hip and
thigh with great slaughter; and he went down and stayed in the cleft of the rock of Etam.

® Then the Philistines came up and encamped in Judah, and made a raid on Lehi. '° And the
men of Judah said, “Why have you come up against us?” They said, “We have come up to
bind Samson, to do to him as he did to us.” ' Then three thousand men of Judah went down
to the cleft of the rock of Etam, and said to Samson, “Do you not know that the Philistines
are rulers over us? What then is this that you have done to us?” And he said to them, “As
they did to me, so have | done to them.” '2 And they said to him, “We have come down to
bind you, that we may give you into the hands of the Philistines.” And Samson said to them,
“Swear to me that you will not fall upon me yourselves.” '* They said to him, “No; we will only
bind you and give you into their hands; we will not kill you.” So they bound him with two new
ropes, and brought him up from the rock.

' When he came to Lehi, the Philistines came shouting to meet him; and the Spirit of the
Lord came mightily upon him, and the ropes which were on his arms became as flax that
has caught fire, and his bonds melted off his hands. ' And he found a fresh jawbone of an
ass, and put out his hand and seized it, and with it he slew a thousand men. ' And Samson
said,
“With the jawbone of an ass,

heaps upon heaps,
with the jawbone of an ass

have | slain a thousand men.”

7 When he had finished speaking, he threw away the jawbone out of his hand; and that
place was called Ra'math-le’hi.

'8 And he was very thirsty, and he called on the Lord and said, “Thou hast granted this great
deliverance by the hand of thy servant; and shall | now die of thirst, and fall into the hands of
the uncircumcised?” " And God split open the hollow place that is at Lehi, and there came
water from it; and when he drank, his spirit returned, and he revived. Therefore the name of
it was called En-hakkor'e; it is at Lehi to this day. 2 And he judged Israel in the days of the
Philistines twenty years.

1 Samson went to Gaza, and there he saw a harlot, and he went in to her. 2 The

Gazites were told, “Samson has come here,” and they surrounded the place and
lay in wait for him all night at the gate of the city. They kept quiet all night, saying, “Let us
wait till the light of the morning; then we will kill him.” ® But Samson lay till midnight, and at
midnight he arose and took hold of the doors of the gate of the city and the two posts, and
pulled them up, bar and all, and put them on his shoulders and carried them to the top of
the hill that is before Hebron.

4 After this he loved a woman in the valley of Sorek, whose name was Deli'lah. ® And the
lords of the Philistines came to her and said to her, “Entice him, and see wherein his great
strength lies, and by what means we may overpower him, that we may bind him to subdue
him; and we will each give you eleven hundred pieces of silver.” ® And Deli'lah said to
Samson, “Please tell me wherein your great strength lies, and how you might be bound,
that one could subdue you.” “And Samson said to her, “If they bind me with seven fresh
bowstrings which have not been dried, then | shall become weak, and be like any other
man.” 8 Then the lords of the Philistines brought her seven fresh bowstrings which had
not been dried, and she bound him with them. ® Now she had men lying in wait in an inner
chamber. And she said to him, “The Philistines are upon you, Samson!” But he snapped the
bowstrings, as a string of tow snaps when it touches the fire. So the secret of his strength
was not known.



9And Deli'lah said to Samson, “Behold, you have mocked me, and told me lies; please tell
me how you might be bound.” " And he said to her, “If they bind me with new ropes that
have not been used, then | shall become weak, and be like any other man.” "> So Deli'lah
took new ropes and bound him with them, and said to him, “The Philistines are upon you,
Samson!” And the men lying in wait were in an inner chamber. But he snapped the ropes
off his arms like a thread.

3 And Deli'lah said to Samson, “Until now you have mocked me, and told me lies; tell me
how you might be bound.” And he said to her, “If you weave the seven locks of my head
with the web and make it tight with the pin, then | shall become weak, and be like any other
man.” '*So while he slept, Deli'lah took the seven locks of his head and wove them into the
web. And she made them tight with the pin, and said to him, “The Philistines are upon you,
Samson!” But he awoke from his sleep, and pulled away the pin, the loom, and the web.

'S And she said to him, “How can you say, ‘I love you,” when your heart is not with me? You
have mocked me these three times, and you have not told me wherein your great strength
lies.” '®* And when she pressed him hard with her words day after day, and urged him, his
soul was vexed to death. '” And he told her all his mind, and said to her, “A razor has never
come upon my head; for | have been a Nazirite to God from my mother’s womb. If | be
shaved, then my strength will leave me, and | shall become weak, and be like any other

man.

'8 When Deli'lah saw that he had told her all his mind, she sent and called the lords of the
Philistines, saying, “Come up this once, for he has told me all his mind.” Then the lords of
the Philistines came up to her, and brought the money in their hands. '* She made him sleep
upon her knees; and she called a man, and had him shave off the seven locks of his head.
Then she began to torment him, and his strength left him. 2° And she said, “The Philistines
are upon you, Samson!” And he awoke from his sleep, and said, “I will go out as at other
times, and shake myself free.” And he did not know that the Lord had left him. 2' And the
Philistines seized him and gouged out his eyes, and brought him down to Gaza, and bound
him with bronze fetters; and he ground at the mill in the prison. 22 But the hair of his head
began to grow again after it had been shaved.

2 Now the lords of the Philistines gathered to offer a great sacrifice to Dagon their god, and
to rejoice; for they said, “Our god has given Samson our enemy into our hand.” 2 And when
the people saw him, they praised their god; for they said, “Our god has given our enemy
into our hand, the ravager of our country, who has slain many of us.” 2 And when their
hearts were merry, they said, “Call Samson, that he may make sport for us.” So they called
Samson out of the prison, and he made sport before them. They made him stand between
the pillars; 26 and Samson said to the lad who held him by the hand, “Let me feel the pillars
on which the house rests, that | may lean against them.” 2 Now the house was full of men
and women; all the lords of the Philistines were there, and on the roof there were about
three thousand men and women, who looked on while Samson made sport.

2 Then Samson called to the Lord and said, “O Lord God, remember me, | pray thee,
and strengthen me, | pray thee, only this once, O God, that | may be avenged upon the
Philistines for one of my two eyes.” 2 And Samson grasped the two middle pillars upon
which the house rested, and he leaned his weight upon them, his right hand on the one
and his left hand on the other. 3 And Samson said, “Let me die with the Philistines.” Then
he bowed with all his might; and the house fell upon the lords and upon all the people that
were in it. So the dead whom he slew at his death were more than those whom he had slain
during his life. 3" Then his brothers and all his family came down and took him and brought
him up and buried him between Zorah and Esh'ta-ol in the tomb of Mano'ah his father. He
had judged Israel twenty years.



