
WELCOME to

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH

Spartanburg, SC

First Presbyterian Church is a community of believers committed to
“Glorifying God and Sharing Christ Together through Word and Deed.”

SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

MAY 28, 2017

8:45AM - Chapel

11:00AM - Sanctuary

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

One: Th is is the day that the Lord has made;
All: Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Opening Voluntary Eternal Father, Strong to Save arr. Gerhard Krapf

† Call to Worship  
One: Th e Lord is risen! Alleluia!
All: Alleluia! Th e Lord is risen indeed!
One: Why do you look up toward heaven?
All: Christ has risen; Christ will come again.
One: Let us worship God.

† Please rise in 
body or spirit.

Please sign and 
pass the Ministry 
of Friendship 
Pad, note the 
names of those 
around you, 
and greet one 
another after 
worship.



† Hymn 269 Lead On, O King Eternal! Lancashire

Prayer of Confession (Unison)  
Living God,
 we confess that we look for the living among the dead. 
You have off ered us your Word; 
 still we trust in worldly truths. 
You have off ered us eternal life; 
 still we cling to temporary things. 
Forgive us; give us new life! 
Show us the glory of your presence 
 and the gift  of your promise: 
 the life that death cannot destroy.
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ…

    Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon  
One: Th e Lord is gracious and merciful,
  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
 For he does not deal with us according to our sins,
  nor repay us according to our iniquities,
  but removes all our transgressions from us.
 In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  
All: Th anks be to God!

† Response
 Hymn 267, v2  Madrid

Come, lift  your hearts on high:
Alleluia! Amen!

Let praises fi ll the sky:
Alleluia! Amen!

He is our guide and friend;
to us he'll condescend;

his love shall never end:
Alleluia! Amen!

† Passing of the Peace  
One: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, 
 let us also forgive one another. 
 Th e peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
All: And also with you.
One: Let us greet each other as we share the peace of Christ.

Life of the Church 

Hymn 269

With the 
encouragement 

of his fellow 
graduating 
classmates, 

Ernest W. 
Shurtleff wrote 

this text in 1887 
for Andover 
Theological 

Seminary's 
commencement 

ceremonies. 
Winning 

immediate 
acclaim, the text 

was published 
in Shurtleff's 

Hymns of the 
Faith that same 
year. Since that 

publication it 
has appeared in 
many American 

hymnals.

Children’s 
Worship has 

recessed from 
Memorial Day 
through Labor 

Day. Thank you 
to the many 

volunteers who 
have assisted 
us during the 

program year.

After the Word 
for Children, 

all children will 
return to the 

pews.

Nursery is 
available for 

infants through 
age 3.



PROCLAIMING THE WORD

The Word for Children  

Scripture Reading 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11; Acts 1:6-14; Pew Bible Pages 1060; 947
 One: Th e Word of the Lord.  
 All: Th anks be to God.

Solo    Jesus, My All, to Heaven is Gone K. Lee Scott
    Katie Jo O’Neal

Sermon  Looking Up Toward Heaven Rev. L. Craig Foster

Anthem (11:00) Let Us Love One Another Arnold B. Sherman
    Chancel Choir

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

Commissioning of VBS and Camp Arcadia Leaders 
One: Today we give thanks to God for those who will be serving this summer at First 

Presbyterian's Vacation Bible School and Camp Arcadia at Arcadia Elementary. 
Th ese leaders will use their gift s to show God’s love and to help children learn 
how to grow as disciples of Jesus Christ. 

All: We praise you, Lord, for calling forth these leaders to share your word and 
your love.

One: Leaders, will you help the children learn what it means to live as Christians? 
With your actions, will you model for them what it means to show God’s love?

Leaders: We will encourage the children to explore our God who creates, helps, loves, and 
sends us into the world. We will help each other grow in our relationships with 
God.

One: Members of the congregation, will you support the work of these leaders and 
pray for God’s guidance in their ministry?

All: We will joyfully support them through gift s, prayer, and encouragement.
One: Let us pray.
All: Th ank you, God, for these Leaders. Help us all to support them in this 

work of teaching and learning. We pray for our VBS mission project, Haiti 
Reforestation. May everyone who is touched by these programs grow in faith 
and service to you. Amen.

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 

Offertory Jesus Shall Reign arr. Gerhard Krapf

Please be 
in prayer for 
our Vacation 
Bible School 
Leaders and the 
children that will 
be attending 
VBS, June 5-8 
along with our 
Camp Arcadia 
Volunteers and 
the children that 
will be attending 
that Mission 
Program the 
week of June 
12-16.

The poetry for 
this morning's 
solo, Jesus, My 
All to Heaven 
is Gone was 
written by 
Englishman John 
Connick in the 
18th century to 
commemorate 
Jesus' ascension 
into heaven. 
The tune is early 
American in 
origin.

Our soloist, 
Katie Jo O'Neal 
just graduated 
from Converse 
College with a 
major in vocal 
performance.



† Doxology  
 Hymn 609  Lasst Uns Erfreuen

Praise God, from whom all blessings fl ow.
Praise God, all creatures high and low.

Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise God, in Jesus fully known:

Creator, Word, and Spirit one.
Alleluia, alleluia!

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

† Prayer of Intercession and Thanksgiving 
 The Lord’s Prayer  Hymnal Page 35

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Th y name. 
Th y kingdom come. Th y will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 
For Th ine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

BEARING THE WORD TO THE WORLD

† Hymn 265 Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun Duke Street

† Charge and Benediction  

† Closing Voluntary Give to Our God Immortal Praise David Cherwien

Hymn 265

Isaac Watts 
based this 

hymn text on 
Psalm 72:12-19 

and referred to 
verses 5 and 8 

of the psalm as 
well. Originally 

in eight stanzas 
entitled "Christ's 

Kingdom among 
the Gentiles," 
the text was 
published in 

Watts' Psalms of 
David, Imitated.

You are invited 
to stay and listen 

to the Closing 
Voluntary 

but you are 
welcome to 

leave following 
the Benediction.

Participating in This Morning’s Worship Services

8:45am
Rev. L. Craig Foster

11:00am
Rev. L. Craig Foster 
Rev. Joanne R. Hull



SUNDAY SCHOOL AT 9:45AM TODAY

CHILDREN and YOUTH
Nursery  (Birth-2K) and Preschool (3K-5K) 1st Floor Clark Bldg

 Elementary (1st-5th Grade) 2nd Floor Clark Bldg Youth (6th-12th Grade) 2nd Floor FLC

ADULTS
Bible Alive! (Room 2210); Choir Class (Room 2208);

Christian Perspectives (Room C212); Emmaus Class (Room 2207);
Faith Driven (Room C210); Fellowship Class (Room 2212);

Open Class (Room 2213); Purnell Class (Purnell Room);
Spark (Room 2216)

SUMMER SCHEDULE SUNDAY SCHOOL
JUNE 4 - AUGUST 27 at 9:30AM

CHILDREN and YOUTH
Nursery  (Birth-2K) and Preschool (3K-4K) 1st Floor Clark Bldg

 Elementary (5K-5th Grade) 2nd Floor Clark Bldg Youth (6th-12th Grade) 2nd Floor FLC

ADULTS
Special Summer Class (Room 2201)

Th e Story of the Bible, Part 2: Reading the Bible from the Middle Ages to Today
A Video Lecture Series by Luke Timothy Johnson

We will be exploring how the Bible came to us,
looking particularly at the renewed interest in biblical languages in the Renaissance,

the eff orts to translate the Bible into English and other common languages,
and how the interpretation of the Bible has changed over the last several centuries up to today.

Faith Driven and Spark (Combined Classes in Room C210)

Open Class (Room 2213)

Purnell Class (Purnell Room)

The flowers in the Sanctuary are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of Purnell Morris by 
Raymond Morris and family.

For the hearing impaired: Our Sanctuary is equipped with a T-coil hearing loop. If your hearing aid or 
cochlear device is equipped with T-coil technology, please switch it to the “T”, T-Coil, or telephone position 
for improved hearing during the service. Hearing aid devices are also available in the Narthex and Tower 
Room. Please ask an usher and return these to the Usher Stands when you exit. Thank you. For the Chapel 
service, please ask an usher for a hearing aid device and return when you exit.

Large-print bulletins are available from the ushers upon request.



Welcome!
If you are visiting with us today, you 
are our honored guest! Please sign 
the Fellowship Pad, so that we may 
contact you.

For more information about First 
Presbyterian, check the church 
website or see one of the Worship 
Greeters, holding the baskets.

Joining First Pres...
If you are interested in joining First 
Presbyterian Church, please come to 
the Church Library on the second 
Sunday of the month at 10:30am. 
Th e Church Library is located on the 
fi rst fl oor of the main building, on 
the hallway near the Chestnut Street 
Door. Ministers and members of the 
Session will be there to greet you.
Additionally, a Welcome Class is 
held twice a year, which is open to 
all visitors interested in joining our 
church or to anyone wanting to learn 
more about the Presbyterian Church 
(USA).

For more information, please contact
Rev. Joanne Hull; 208-2125/
jhull@fpcspartanburg.org
or Joanie Shackleton; 208-2132/
jshackleton@fpcspartanburg.org.

Pastors On-Call
If you have a Pastoral Emergency 
aft er 5:00pm during the week or 
anytime over the weekend or on 
holidays, please call 208-2142. Th e 
message will be sent to the pastoral 
care team member who is on-call 
and your call will be returned as 
soon as possible.
For pastoral needs for our youth, 
contact Jason Moore (804-9244).

Life @ First
MAY 28, 2017

Complete details at www.fpcspartanburg.org.
Join us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter!

Remembering Their Service and Sacrifice
Today we honor your loved ones who have served in the United States Armed 
Forces and have entered the church triumphant, including:
 Name RANK Branch of Service Dates of Service
 Elizabeth Evert Bean SP2 Navy 1942-1944
 Howard Carlisle Bean Lieutenant Navy 1943-1945
 Richard M. Blum  Army 1970-1994
 Harry N. Craft  Lt. Colonel Air Force 1942-1945
 Charles Douglas Crump 1st Lieutenant Army 1941-43; KIA
 Aaron J. Cunningham Lt. Colonel Army Chaplain 1968-52; 1963-79
 Kenneth E. Darr, Sr. Staff  Sergeant Army Air Corps 1943-1943
 Th omas J. Glenn Major Army
 Frank Heitler Lieutenant Marines 1956-1960
 James Powers Hickson Staff  Sergeant Army 1941-1945
 James Powers Hickson, Jr.  Army / National Guard
 Robin Marcellus Hood Captain Army 1940-1946
 Frank Alvin Huey Brigadier General Marines 1960-1990
 John F. Kelly Sergeant Army 1941-1945
 Donald Cameron MacPhail 1st Sergeant Army 1916-1918
 Charles Cook Neal, Jr. Chief Petty Offi  cer Navy Seabees 1942-1945
 Edward P. Perrin Corporal Army Air Corps 1944-1945
 Avery Phifer  Navy
 Elgia Vernon Sheppard Ship’s Cook 3rd Class Navy 1941-1945
 Robert Lee Stoddard Lt. Commander Navy 1944-1946
 Albert Jernigan Swann, Jr. Lt. Colonel Army
 Edward “Ned” Sydnor Staff  Sergeant Army 1951-1953
 William K. Th ompson, Jr. Lt. Colonel Army Reserves 1943-1975
 Wendell H. Tiller Lieutenant Navy 1940-1945
 J.D. Trout AS Sp M3c Navy 1943-1946
 Michael Raymond Williams Lieutenant Navy 1965-1982
We give thanks for all those that served, named and unnamed.

Next Sunday - - - June 4 --- ONE SERVICE
Pentecost - One Service at 10:30 - Wear Red!
Celebrating the birthday of the Christian Church and the power of the Holy Spirit, 
is a time to open ourselves to God’s creative new future. And our children will be 
dressed as their favorite super hero in honor of our VBS theme "God's Hero Central". 
Come ready for the excitement!

Worship together at 10:30am in the Sanctuary; Missions will be a featured aspect 
of worship, with special guest speakers; and Music will be provided by the 
MorningSong Music Team.

Summer Sizzle - Barbecue and Bluegrass
Aft er Worship..... Bring your own lunch OR pick up BBQ in the Gym (Cost is $10 
per plate; BBQ Tickets available: (1) Before and Aft er worship today in the Receptionist 
Offi  ce and FLC Lobby; (2) In the Church Offi  ce during the week; and (3) At the Door on 
Sunday, June 4), then Picnic on the FLC Lawn (bring chairs/blankets) and enjoy the 
Bluegrass band, "Off  Duty".



Calendar This Week
Sunday, May 28
 8:45am Chapel Worship
 8:45am MorningSong Worship
 9:45am Sunday School
 11:00am Sanctuary Worship

Monday, May 29
Memorial Day
All Church Facilities Closed

Wednesday, May 31
 12:00pm Men’s Bible Study

Thursday, June 1
 9:00am Youth Mission Morning
 10:00am Prayer Shawl Ministry
 12:30pm Men’s Small Group
 12:30pm Staff  Habitat Workday

Friday, June 2
 6:30am Men’s Study Group
 7:00am Men’s Study Group

A complete calendar, including Committee 
Meetings, Recreation Classes, and AA 
Meetings, is available on the church website.

Security Changes For Sundays - Starting in June
Starting in June, the following exterior doors will require a keycard to enter:

• Doors on either side of the connector between the Clark and Main Buildings
• Clark Building door closest to Kennedy Street
• Upper level door to the Family Life Center, near the Youth Offi  ces

Each of these doors will open with a keycard on Sunday mornings. In addition 
to these, the exterior door to the Sacristy area will be locked from the outside, 
though exit through that door is always possible. All the other doors that are usually 
open on Sundays, without need of a key or keycard, will remain open to welcome 
members and visitors.

For information on obtaining a keycard, please contact the church offi  ce; 583-4531.

Summer Worship Schedule Begins in June
We will begin the Summer Worship Schedule on June 4 – Pentecost – with Sunday 
School at 9:30am and ONE COMBINED WORSHIP SERVICE at 10:30am in the 
Sanctuary.
On the following weeks, we will use this Sunday schedule:
 8:30am Chapel Worship Service*
 9:30am Sunday School
 10:30am MorningSong (Fogartie Hall) and Sanctuary Worship
 11:30am Fellowship/Summer Sizzle - Jun 4, Jun 25, Jul 16, Aug 6, and Aug 27

*Th ere will be One Combined Worship Service on Sunday, June 4 and on 
Sunday, September 3 at 10:30am in the Sanctuary. Th e regular Sunday morning 
schedule will resume on Sunday, September 10.

Volunteer for Camp Arcadia
Camp Arcadia will be held June 12-16, 1:00-4:00pm each aft ernoon at Arcadia 
Elementary. New changes this year mean smaller groups of children and more 
fl exibility in commitment, so please volunteer and become a part of this amazing 
ministry! You may come on one aft ernoon - or all fi ve! If you are interested in 
being a part of the leadership team next year, now is the time to get on board.
     For more information, contact Chris Curtis; curtis1120@gmail.com.

Drive A Golf Cart!
A golf cart has recently been donated to the church so that we can shuttle people 
to and from the parking lots. If you would like to be one of our hospitable drivers 
on Sunday mornings ... 
 ... please contact John Donovan; John.Donovan@med.ge.com.

HELP - - - Needed at SPIHN!
Our next SPIHN week is Sunday, June 25 - Sunday, July 2. Th ese families need 
assistance by providing meals, supplies, and positive interaction. If you have an 
interest, please contact:
 Meals: Katherine Burns; marchk2b@yahoo.com.
 Evening Host: Hannah Lane; hannahlanedc@gmail.com.
 Overnight Host/Supplies: Crystal Workman; workman06@charter.net.
 Overall Questions: Alan Workman; aworkman@aromacreations.com.

Looking Forward . . .
June 4

Pentecost: One Worship Service in the 
Sanctuary at 10:30am

June 6-9
Vacation Bible School

June 9
Youth Pizza and a Parable

June 11
Communion

Chapel: 8:30am
Sunday School: 9:30am
MorningSong: 10:30am

Sanctuary: 10:30am

June 25-July 2
SPIHN Guests

July 28
Last Day to Order Tartans

October 22
Celebrate Kirkin' o' the Tartans and

500th Anniversary of the Reformation

Financial News
2017 Operating Budget: $2,828,008
Needed weekly: $54,385
Received 5/21: $35,431



First Presbyterian Church
393 East Main Street, Spartanburg, SC 29302-1917

864/583-4531    www.fpcspartanburg.org

CHURCH OFFICERS

Session
Class of 2018: Fran Bagwell, David Beacham, Roy Berry, Leslie Calicutt, Mark Coleman, Mary Dixon, Ken Frick, Mark 

Hicklin, David Ike, Kay McClure, Nan McDaniel, Kam Neely, Susan Oldham, Carter Smith, Pat Tatham
Class of 2019: Bert Barre, David Berry, Jennifer Biber, Mark Cann, Dick Carr, David Cecil, Fred Cumbo, Sally Dover, Emma 

Harrill, Ann Jones, Stan Lummus, Eric Nease, Richard Strasburger, Winnie Walsh, Lewis White
Class of 2020: Lee Close, Celia Cogdell, Suzy Cole, Andrew Darr, Melissa France, Laura Henthorn, Whit Kennedy, Craig 

Long, Jason Lynch, Ashley Millinor, Bert Moore, Steven Richards, Jessalyn Story, Monica Th reatt, Linda West

Diaconate
Class of 2018: Marjorie Appiah, Randy Barre, Budge Bean, Margie Beckett, Randall Chambers, Erin Chastain, Max Hyde, Brenda 

James, Donna Kennedy, Andy Lancaster, Lisa Lefebvre, Melissa Morehead, Juli Robertson, Joy Shackelford, Brand Stille
Class of 2019: Katherine Burns, Harry Clayton, Molly Colbath, Mary Deller, John Donovan, Phillip Glover, Carol 

Gutman, Marsha Hagins, Anne Hicklin, LeAnne Holcombe, Eunice Knouse, Tommy Rudeen, Denise Stevens, John 
Tatham, Alan Workman

Class of 2020: Will Adair, Vic Bailey, Steven Blanton, Bill Cummings, Chris Curtis, Carroll Easterling, Rob Elliot, John 
Faris, Dana Halliday, Andy Halligan, Catherine Johnson, Bryan Pack, Kristen Raynor, Leah Rigsby, Marsh Rogers

STAFF
Dr. Th omas E. Evans, Senior Pastor; Rev. L. Craig Foster, Associate Pastor, Education/Discipleship; Rev. Joanne R. Hull, 
Associate Pastor, Congregational Care ; Rev. Jason C. Moore, Associate Pastor for Youth and Young Adults; Rev. Christi O. 
Brown, Pastoral Associate for Missions; Holt Andrews, Pastoral Musician; Marcia Andrews, Assistant Director of Music 
and Organist; Penny Wright, Assistant Director of Youth; Beth Burris, Director of Children’s Ministries; Beth Cecil, Parish 
Nurse; Colleen McCullough, Director of Recreation; Jane Mullins, Director of Hospitality

 Mission that serves our neighbors and our God
Our congregation serves God and our neighbors at home and abroad with these local and international missions.

Local Missions

Poverty: Monthly Hunger Off ering; Mobile Meals; Winter Warmth; TOTAL Ministries; Spartanburg Interfaith Hospitality Network 
(SPIHN); Habitat for Humanity; Th e Haven; CAST Program; Neighborhood Meal Ministry; Healing: Angel Tree; St. Luke’s Free 
Medical Clinic; Children’s Advocacy Center; HOPE Center for Children; SAFE Homes/Rape Crisis Network; Th ornwell Home for 
Children; Presbyterian Communities of SC; Disaster Relief: One Great Hour of Sharing, Disaster Response Action Team; Kairos 
Prison Ministry; MLK, Jr. Celebration; Refugee Relief; Mental Health Advocacy; Education: Pine Street Elementary Tutoring; Boys 
& Girls Clubs; Spartanburg Presbyterian Student Association (UKIRK); Arcadia Outreach Ministry; Presbytery Unifi ed Funds; Th e 
Shepherd’s Center; Adult Learning Center

International Missions

Missionaries: Support for missionaries - Jo Ella Holman, PCUSA liaison for the Caribbean; Mark Hare and Jenny Bent, mission co-workers 
in Haiti and the Dominican Republic; Mission Workers Serving with Kurds; Mission Workers Serving in the Middle East; Dominican 
Republic: Clinica Cristiana; Center for Christian Education & Development (CCED School); Sponsorship of CCED School Children; 
Infant Nutrition Program; Cuba: Iglesia Presbiteriana Reformada in Santa Clara partnership; Haiti: Haiti Outreach Ministries; Haiti 
Reforestation Project (CODEP); Philippines: Precious Heritage Ministries orphanage and feeding program for street children; India: 
Set Free Alliance; Witness Season; Bread for the World

Th is week, please pray for this PC(USA) Missionary: Cindy Corell (Haiti) and for
Spartanburg City Police Offi  cer Keith Soules (FPC’s Adopt-a-Cop).


