
WELCOME to 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Spartanburg, SC

First Presbyterian Church is a community of believers committed to
“Glorifying God and Sharing Christ Together through Word and Deed.”

SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

JANUARY 5, 2020

8:45AM - CHAPEL

11:00AM - SANCTUARY

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

Welcome and Invitation   

One: Th is is the day that the Lord has made; 
All: Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Opening Voluntary O, How Beautiful the Sky Paul Manz

 Acolyte

Introit   On Th is Day Earth Shall Ring Gustav Holst

The Acolyte 
brings the light 
of God into the 
Sanctuary at 
the beginning 
of the service 
and carries the 
light of God out 
into the world at 
the end of the 
service.

Epiphany is the 
celebration 
of God’s 
manifestation or 
self-revelation 
to the world in 
Jesus Christ. In 
particular, we 
celebrate the 
revelation of 
God’s promise 
and purpose 
to the nations 
of the world, as 
the magi came 
from the East 
to worship the 
Christ child, and 
God’s covenant 
of grace is 
extended to all 
who believe the 
good news of 
Christ Jesus.



 † Please rise in
    body or spirit.

Please sign and 
pass the Ministry 

of Friendship 
Pad, note the 

names of those 
around you, 

and greet one 
another after 

worship.

Hymn 150

This hymn is a 
prayer for God's 

presence in 
our lives as we 
draw closer to 
Him. The Magi 

showed faith 
in God and 

eagerness, as 
well as sacrifi ce, 

in their journey to 
see the Christ-

child. So may we 
live as though 

we really believe 
and eagerly look 

forward to the 
day when we 
shall one day 

see Him.

† Call to Worship 
One: Arise, shine - for your light has come!
All: Th e glory of the Lord shines upon us.
One: From far-fl ung lands, people stream to the light.
All: We come, drawn toward the brightness of dawn.
One: Lift  up your eyes and see: the faithful gather together.
All: Our hearts rejoice as we greet the Lord with praise!
One: Let us worship God!

† Hymn 150 As with Gladness Men of Old Dix

Prayer of Confession (Unison)   

Holy God,
 you call us to testify to the light of Christ,
 which enlightens everyone,
 but we hide in the shadows
 and shrink from bearing witness to the light.
Yet, even now, you dwell among us,
 full of grace and truth.
Empower us to embody your love
 and embrace your hope.
Long aft er the wreaths and ribbons are packed away,
 remind us that your light still pierces the darkness.
Sustain our joy, surround us with peace,
 and inspire us to bear witness
 to your abundant grace and enduring truth...

 Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon   
One:  In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
All:  Th anks be to God!

† Response   God Rest Ye Merry

God rest ye merry, gentlemen, Let nothing you dismay,
Remember Christ our Savior Was born on Christmas Day;

To save us all from Satan's power When we were gone astray.
O tidings of comfort and joy, Comfort and joy; O tidings of comfort and joy.

† Passing of the Peace  
One: Lift  your eyes and look around.
 Th e light of the babe of Bethlehem shines from the face of each one here. 
 Th e Peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.
One: Let us now greet that light, rejoice that we are here together,
 and pass the peace of Christ, our joy and our hope.



Offering

The Christian 
life is marked 
by the offering 
of one’s self to 
God. In worship, 
God presents us 
with the costly 
self-offering of 
Jesus Christ, who 
has claimed us 
and set us free. 
In response to 
God’s love in 
Christ we offer 
our lives, our 
gifts, our abilities, 
and our material 
goods for God’s 
service.

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

The Word for Children  

Sung Prayer of Illumination          Infant Holy, Infant Lowly Arthur E. Rusbridge

Scripture Reading  Matthew 2:1-12
One: Th e Word of the Lord.  
All: Th anks be to God.

Sermon Keeping Christmas Rev. Joanne R. Hull

  Scripture Reading  John 1:10-18
One: Th e Word of the Lord.  
All: Th anks be to God.

Sermon Wrestled from the Rock Dr. Th omas E. Evans

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 

Offertory  Brightest and Best Paul Sjolund 

† Doxology  
 Hymn 143, verse 4  Regent Square

All creation, join in praising God the Father, Spirit, Son,
evermore your voices raising to the eternal Th ree in One:

come and worship, come and worship,
worship Christ, the newborn king!

At the 8:45 
service, all 
children are 
invited to the 
front of the 
Chapel during 
The Word 
for Children. 
Afterwards, they 
will return to the 
pews.

At the 11:00 
service, all 
children are 
invited to the 
front of the 
Sanctuary 
during The Word 
for Children. 
Afterwards, 
children 4 yrs-
1st grade are 
welcome to 
attend Children’s 
Worship.
Pick-up Location: 
Clark Building, 
2nd fl oor

Nursery is 
available for 
infants through 
age 3.

11:00

8:45



Hymn 801

This hymn, 
from the 1650 

Scottish Psalter, 
is perhaps the 

most widely sung 
and best known 

versifi cation of 
Psalm 23.

Invitation to the Lord’s Table  

The Prayer of Great Thanksgiving (Sung Responsively)  

One:  Th e Lord be with you.  
All: And also with you.
One:  Lift  up, lift  up your hearts.
All: We lift  them up to the Lord.
One: Let us all give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: It is right to give God thanks and praise.

 The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Th y name. 
Th y kingdom come. Th y will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 
For Th ine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Sharing of the Elements  
 One: Th e gift s of God for the people of God.
 All: Th anks be to God!

Communion Music O Word of God Incarnate Matt Limbaugh

Prayer After Communion  

BEARING THE WORD TO THE WORLD

† Hymn 801 Th e Lord's My Shepherd, I'll Not Want Crimond
(verses 1-4)

† Charge and Benediction   

† Benediction Response
 Hymn 801, Verse 5   Crimond

Goodness and mercy all my life
shall surely follow me,

and in God's house forevermore
my dwelling place shall be.

† Closing Voluntary Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies Gerald Peterson

You are invited 
to stay and listen 

to the Closing 
Voluntary, 

but you are 
welcome to 

leave following 
the Benediction.

All communion 
bread and 
wafers are 

gluten free.

The Lord’s 
Supper is the 
sign and seal 

of eating and 
drinking in 

communion with 
the crucifi ed 

and risen Lord. 
During his earthly 

ministry Jesus 
shared meals 

with his followers 
as a sign of 

community and 
acceptance 

and as an 
occasion for his 

own ministry. 



Sunday School at 9:45am

CHILDREN
Birth - Kindergarten: Clark Building, 1st Floor

1st - 5th Grades: Clark Building, 2nd Floor

YOUTH
(6th-12th Grades) 2nd Floor of Family Life Center

ADULTS
Bible Alive!    Room 2210

Christian Perspectives    Room C212
Emmaus Class    Room 2207
Faith Driven    Room C210

LIFT (mid)Life in Fellowship Together    Room 2201
Open Class    Room 2213 

Purnell Fellowship Class    Purnell Room
Young Adults    Room 2216

The Flowers in the Sanctuary are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of Dr. Frederick V. Poag, 
minister of this church from 1964 to 1974, and his wife, Mrs. Billie Poag.

For the hearing impaired: Our Sanctuary is equipped with a T-coil hearing loop. If your hearing aid or cochlear 
device is equipped with T-coil technology, please switch it to the “T”, T-Coil, or telephone position for improved 
hearing during the service. Hearing aid devices are also available in the Narthex and Tower Room. Please ask an 
usher and return these to the Usher Stands when you exit.

Large-print bulletins are available from the ushers upon request.

Participating in Today’s Worship Services

Dr. Th omas E. Evans
Rev. Joanne R. Hull
Rev. L. Craig Foster
Rev. Leslie A. Lang

Mr. N. Jackson Pingley III, Reader

Mr. Henry S. Phillips, Acolyte

Janet Kuntz, Guest Director
Erica Pauly, Guest Organist

Genesis Choir and Chancel Choir



Life @ First
JANUARY 5, 2020

Complete details at www.fpcspartanburg.org.
Join us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter!

Welcome!
If you are visiting with us today, 
you are our honored guest! Please 
sign the Fellowship Pad so that we 
may contact you.

For more information about 
First Presbyterian, see one of the 
Greeters holding the baskets.

Joining First Pres...
If you are interested in joining 
First Presbyterian, please come to 
the Church Library on the second 
Sunday of any month at 10:30am. 
Ministers and members of the 
Session will be there to greet you.

Questions? Contact Rev. Joanne Hull; 
208-2125 / jhull@fpcspartanburg.org.

Pastors On-Call
If you have a Pastoral Emergency 
aft er 5:00pm during the week or 
anytime over the weekend or on 
holidays, please call 208-2142. Th e 
message will be sent to the pastoral 
care team member who is on-call.

For Parents
Nursery Care is available on the 
fi rst fl oor of the Clark Building for 
children six weeks through three 
years old.
Rainbow Worship Bags are 
provided for your child to use 
during worship. Please return the 
bag to the baskets aft er worship. Th e 
bulletins are for your child to keep.
Online Games are available at: 
www.Games.Childrensbulletins.
com. Enter the code found at the 
bottom right of each child’s bulletin 
in the Rainbow Worship Bags. Th is 
code is unique to our church.

Recommendations for CNC
Th e Congregational Nominating Committee is seeking a slate of nine members 
from the congregation to replace members who will rotated off  the CNC on 
December 31, 2019. Members will serve for one year and will be charged with the 
nomination of Church offi  cers.

Please email your nomination(s) to Michael Pack; mpack@dsdlegal.com.

Wednesdays at First - January 8
Mark your calendars for another season of great food, fellowship, and programming! 
See First News for complete menus and programming options.
Dinner: Th e dinner line is open 5:00-6:15pm. Meal costs are $8 for Adults and 

Youth (12 and older), $7 for Seniors (55 and over), $5 for Children - limit of $25 
per family of 4 or more. No Reservations. Jan 8: Meat Loaf

 Th is WAF, we will welcome our new Director of Hospitality, Pano Stathakis!
Evening Activities Include: Children's Choirs, Christian Recreation for 

Children (CRC), Nursery Care (6 months - 3K), Youth Fellowship, Sit 'n 
Stitch, Wednesday Walkers, and .... 

January 8: Brain Hacking - Rescuing our Teens and Ourselves from Social 
Media Addiction: 6:30pm, Sanctuary. Th is is the fi rst of a two-part health series 
(continued January 15) on social media addiction. It will be led by Jimmy Deal, 
Director of the South Carolina Occupational Information Center. All adults, 
especially adults with tweens/teens, are encouraged to attend.

ECHOES Meeting - January 9
ECHOES (Elder Caregivers Helping Others and Encouraging Self) will meet on 
Th ursday, January 9 at 12:00pm in the Senior High Room (2nd Floor of the FLC). 
Join Ansley Page, Beth Cecil, and Kay McClure for a time of devotion, sharing, 
learning, and prayer. Th is group meets once a month to share the issues facing 
caregivers as they care for their loved ones. Bring your lunch if you like, drinks 
will be provided. All are welcome!

Hot Sauce - It's Not Just for Christmas!
We are partnering with a sister church to raise money for Haitian Missions by 
selling Nap Boule! Hot Sauce. Th e Vienna Presbyterian Church (Vienna, VA) 
began this project by purchasing peppers grown in Haiti and, using their own 
recipe, bottled the hot sauce for sale. Th ere are four diff erent fl avors, and the 
bottles are $7 each. All proceeds will go toward Haiti Outreach Ministries.

If you would like to purchase a bottle (or a case!), please see Leslie Lang or Caroline 
Goodman in the church offi  ce.



Calendar
January 5
Communion

Traditional Service
(8:45am - Chapel)

MorningSong Worship
(8:45am - Fogartie Hall)

Sunday School (9:45am)

Monthly Fellowship
(10:30am - Th e Perrin Room)

Traditional Service
(11:00am - Sanctuary)

January 8
WAF Resumes

January 12
Offi  cer Ordination and Installation

January 18
MLK Walk As One

January 20
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

Church Facilities Closed
Day of Service

Poverty Simulation
MLK Unity Celebration

January 21
Tickled Pink Resumes

January 26
SPIHN Guests Arrive

January 29
Celebration of Jane Mullins' Ministry

A complete calendar is available at
fpcspartanburg.org/calendar.

Help needed at SPIHN - Week of January 26
SPIHN's mission is to help temporarily homeless children and their families 
become self-suffi  cient by bringing together community resources to provide 
essential needs and life skills in a compassionate environment. Our next SPIHN 
week is January 26 - February 2. Th ese families need assistance by providing 
meals, supplies, and positive interaction. 

To assist, please sign up online at www.fpcspartanburg.org/spihn or contact: 
Meals: Katherine Burns; marchk2b@yahoo.com
Evening Host: Hannah Zimmerman; hannahlanedc@gmail.com
Overnight Host/Supplies/General Questions: Cesily King; cesily1110@aol.com

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
Walk As One, Saturday, January 18
Th e City's annual Walk As One event gives members of our diverse community a 
chance to join together in fellowship to walk together in unity, both in refl ection 
on the legacy of Dr. King and in support of the continuing work to realize his 
dream of unity and equity. Th is year, the walk will begin on the campus of 
Woff ord College at the Burwell Building.

Day of Service, Monday, January 20
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day has become an occasion to off er ourselves in 
service to humanity and our community. Th e United Way of the Piedmont has 
collected a variety of ways that you can serve in the community.
Poverty Simulation, Monday, January 20
Th e United Way will also be hosting a poverty simulation at our church. Th is 
event is open to the community. So spread the word! If you have participated in 
a poverty simulation like this, you know how powerful and eye-opening it can 
be, and we encourage you to invite your friends. If you have never been part of 
a poverty simulation, you won’t regret it!
For more information on the Day of Service or the Poverty Simulation, 
sign up through the United Way's website: www.uwpiedmont.org. Click on 
"Volunteer", "Get Started", and then "Sign up to Volunteer".

Th ey also need volunteers to help run the event. To volunteer, please contact 
Hannah Jarrett (hannah.jarrett@uwpiedmont.org).

Unity Celebration, Monday, January 20
Th e City's Annual Unity Celebration will be held at 6:30pm at the Spartanburg 
Memorial Auditorium Unity Celebration. Music will be provided by the Sounds 
of Diversity Choir and Orchestra. Keynote speaker: Dr. Gail Christopher.

Presbyterians for Earth Care 
Th is past Fall our church began the process of obtaining the PC(USA) designation 
as an Earth Care Congregation. Th e goal of the program is to inspire churches 
to care for God’s earth in a holistic way, through integrating earth care into all 
aspects of church life. We have already been doing many of these things, but we 
can do so much more! In 2020 we will begin pursuing new ways that our church 
can integrate environmental practices and thinking into our congregational life 
including worship, education, facilities, and outreach. Together we can fulfi ll our 
mission as “servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God” (1 Cor. 4:1).

If you know of a way in which you or someone else at FPC has been positively 
impacting the environment through a particular program or action, please let us 
know by contacting Laura Henthorn; laurab449@gmail.com.

Monthly Fellowship
Today at 10:30am!

Th is morning, we will have our 
monthly fellowship time. Meet in 
Th e Perrin Room at 10:30am for 
doughnuts, coff ee, and fellowship 
with your church family. Parents, 
please pick up your children from 
Sunday School by 10:30am so 
that everyone can enjoy this time 
together.



CHURCH OFFICERS

Session
Class of 2020: David Beacham, Martha Bean, Dawn Bingham, Leslie Calicutt, Muff et Chapman, David Ellis, Sloan Evans, 

Nan McDaniel, Kam Neely, Michael Pack, Jennifer Parker, Carter Smith, Septima Smith, Pat Tatham, Mary Helen Wade
Class of 2021: Ali Beeson, David Berry, Cam Cecil, Blair Clementson, Sally Dover, Callie Hammett, Josh Jones, Stan 

Lummus, Donna Pulliam, Reel Robertson, Richard Strasburger, Charlotte Verreault, Ben Wall, Tom Webster, Lewis White
Class of 2022: Vic Bailey IV, Palmer Ball, Kathryn Bridges, Charlie Burns, Randall Chambers, Lee Close, Andrew Darr, Lynn 

Edwards, Melissa France, Debbie Kocisko, Craig Long, Kay Maddox, Stephen Parrott, Jessalyn Story, Mary Lorick Th ompson

Diaconate
Class of 2020: Marjorie Appiah, Fran Bagwell, Budge Bean, Marsha Calvert, Alice Eberhardt, Sharon Hill, Brenda James, Andy 

Lancaster, Cheryl Lang, Jack Mason, Andy McKee, Beth Neidenbach, Ryan Reynolds, Frank Waters, Hannah Zimmerman
Class of 2021: David Berry Jr., Katherine Burns, Jeff  Cleland, Mary Grace Close, Molly Colbath, Tres Cox, Hamp Crow, 

Carol Gutman, Marsha Hagins, Anne Hicklin, LeAnne Holcombe, Will Hoy, Beau Shuler, Denise Stevens, Alan Workman 
Class of 2022: Hillary Brock, Chris Brown, Rob Elliott, Chris Groke, Dana Halliday, Andy Halligan, Catherine Johnson, 

Leigh Anne Langley, John Lefebvre, Natalie Mullen, Bryan Pack, Joe Pinilla, Will Ringo, Marsh Rogers, Josh Summers

 Mission that serves our neighbors and our God
Our congregation serves God and our neighbors at home and abroad with these local and international missions.

Local Missions

Poverty: Quarterly Hunger Off ering; Mobile Meals; Winter Warmth; TOTAL Ministries; Spartanburg Interfaith Hospitality Network 
(SPIHN); Habitat for Humanity; Th e Haven; CAST Program; Neighborhood Meal Ministry
Healing: Angel Tree; St. Luke’s Free Medical Clinic; Children’s Advocacy Center; HOPE Center for Children; SAFE Homes/Rape 
Crisis Network; Th ornwell Home for Children; Presbyterian Communities of SC; Disaster Relief: One Great Hour of Sharing; Kairos 
Prison Ministry; MLK, Jr. Celebration
Education: Pine Street Elementary Tutoring; Boys & Girls Clubs; Spartanburg Presbyterian Student Association (UKIRK); Presbytery 
Unifi ed Funds; Th e Shepherd’s Center; Adult Learning Center

International Missions

Missionaries: Support for missionaries - Jo Ella Holman, PCUSA liaison for the Caribbean; Mark Hare and Jenny Bent, mission co-workers 
in Haiti and the Dominican Republic; Mission Workers Serving with Kurds; Mission Workers Serving in the Middle East; Dominican 
Republic: Clinica Cristiana; Center for Christian Education & Development (CCED School); Sponsorship of CCED School Children; 
Infant Nutrition Program; Cuba: Iglesia Presbiteriana Reformada in Santa Clara partnership; Haiti: Haiti Outreach Ministries; Haiti 
Reforestation Project (CODEP); Philippines: Precious Heritage Ministries orphanage and feeding program for street children; India: 
Set Free Alliance; Witness Season; Bread for the World

393 East Main Street, Spartanburg, SC 29302-1917
864/583-4531    www.fpcspartanburg.org

STAFF
Dr. Th omas E. Evans, Senior Pastor; Rev. L. Craig Foster, Associate Pastor, Discipleship and Communications; Rev. Joanne 
R. Hull, Associate Pastor, Congregational Care; Rev. Leslie A. Lang, Associate Pastor, Young Adults and Missions; Rev. J. 
Robert Bannan, Jr, Associate Pastor of Youth and Campus Ministries; Rev. Ansley B. Page, Pastoral Associate; Mr. R. Holt 
Andrews, Pastoral Musician; Mrs. Marcia C. Andrews, Associate Director of Music and Organist; Mrs. Holly M. Bannan, 
Director of Children’s Ministries; Mrs. Carrie H. Coleman, Youth Program Administrator; Ms. Beth S. Cecil, Parish Nurse; 
Mrs. Colleen M. Darrall, Director of Recreation; Mrs. C. Jane Mullins, Director of Hospitality


