
SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

JANUARY 6, 2019

8:45AM - CHAPEL

11:00AM - SANCTUARY

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

One: Th is is the day that the Lord has made; 
All: Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Opening Voluntary Th e First Noel, Th e Th ree Kings Wilbur Held

 Acolyte

The Acolyte 
brings the light 
of God into the 
Sanctuary at 
the beginning 
of the service 
and carries the 
light of God out 
into the world 
at the end of 
the service.

WELCOME to

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Spartanburg, SC

First Presbyterian Church is a community of believers committed to
“Glorifying God and Sharing Christ Together through Word and Deed.”

 † Please rise in
    body or spirit.

Sanctuary: 
All Children 
are invited to 
the Narthex in 
preparation for 
a procession 
with the three 
kings.



† Call to Worship 
One: Arise, shine; for your light has come;
 and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
All: Lift  up your eyes and look around;
 sons and daughters gather together, they come to you.
One: Th en you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice.
All: Th ey shall bring gold and frankincense,
 and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.
One: Let us continue our worship!  (Based on Isaiah 60:1-6)

† Hymn 151 We Th ree Kings of Orient Are Kings of Orient

The Word for Children  

Prayer of Confession (Unison)  
Source of salvation and Bringer of light,
 we fail to sense the mystery of your love.
We bear grudges against our neighbors,
 while it is your nature to forgive.
We hold tightly to our possessions,
 while Christ blesses the poor.
In him you have spoken peace,
 yet we live in turmoil.
We care little for this planet,
 which you in goodness created for our habitation.
In mercy, forgive us and help us to amend our ways.

    Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon  
One: God is righteous and just and forgives the iniquity of all who repent.
 Like "rain that falls on the mown grass, like showers that water the earth,"
 God's goodwill overfl ows toward us in the Babe of Bethlehem.
All: Th rough that child, who is our risen Lord,
 we plead for forgiveness and claim God's mercy and assurance of pardon.
One: I say to you, in the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
All: Th anks be to God!

† Response
 Hymn 145, verse 3  Greensleeves

So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh;
come, one and all, to own him.

Th e King of kings salvation brings;
let loving hearts enthrone him.
Raise, raise the song on high.
Th e virgin sings her lullaby.
Joy, joy, for Christ is born,
the babe, the son of Mary!

Hymn 151

The opening 
stanza is about 
the journey of 

the Magi to 
Bethlehem. The 

middle three 
stanzas explain 

a meaning 
for each of 

the three gifts. 
Gold signifi ed 

royalty, and 
frankincense, 

deity. Myrrh 
foretold that 

the Christ child 
was born to die. 

The last stanza 
summarizes the 

song, calling 
Jesus the “King 
and God and 

Sacrifi ce,” and 
ending in a peal 

of alleluias.

 † Please rise in
    body or spirit.

Please sign and 
pass the Ministry 

of Friendship 
Pad, note the 

names of those 
around you, 

and greet one 
another after 

worship.



Dr. J. Lewis 
Johnson and 
his wife, Janet, 
came to First 
Presbyterian 
three years ago. 
Lewis has served 
as a minister in 
various places 
throughout 
the South. 
Afterwards, they 
moved to the 
Spartanburg 
area to be near 
their family. 
Lewis has been 
generous 
to share his 
preaching gifts 
with us and will 
be preaching in 
the traditional 
services in 
January, while 
Pastor Tom 
is away on 
sabbatical.

† Passing of the Peace  
One: Lift  your eyes and look around.
 Th e light of the babe of Bethlehem shines from the face of each one here. 
 Th e Peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.
One: Let us now greet that light, rejoice that we are here together,
 and pass the peace of Christ, our joy and our hope.

Life of the Church  

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

Scripture Reading  Matthew 2:1-12
 One: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
 All: Th anks be to God.

Sermon  Faces Out of the Darkness: Th e Magi Dr. J. Lewis Johnson

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 

Offertory Brightest and Best Paul Sjolund

† Doxology  
 Hymn 133, verse 3  Adeste Fideles

Sing, choirs of angels; sing in exultation;
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!

Glory to God, all glory in the highest!
O come, let us adore him; O come, let us adore him;

O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord!

Invitation to the Lord’s Table  

The Prayer of Great Thanksgiving (Sung Responsively)  

One:  Th e Lord be with you.  
All: And also with you.
One:  Lift  up, lift  up your hearts.
All: We lift  them up to the Lord.
One: Let us all give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: It is right to give God thanks and praise.

 The Lord’s Prayer  Hymnal Page 35

The Lord’s 
Supper is the 
sign and seal 
of eating and 
drinking in 
communion with 
the crucifi ed 
and risen Lord. 
During his earthly 
ministry Jesus 
shared meals 
with his followers 
as a sign of 
community and 
acceptance 
and as an 
occasion for his 
own ministry. 



Sharing of the Elements  
 One: Th e gift s of God for the people of God. 
 All: Th anks be to God!

Communion Music

Prayer After Communion  

BEARING THE WORD TO THE WORLD

† Hymn 150 As with Gladness Men of Old Dix

† Charge and Benediction  

† Benediction Response
 Hymn 146, verse 3  Tempus Adest Floridum

Gentle Mary laid her child lowly in a manger;
he is still the undefi led, but no more a stranger.

Son of God, of humble birth, beautiful the story;
praise his name in all the earth; hail the King of glory!

† Closing Voluntary In Th ee Is Gladness J.S. Bach

You are invited 
to stay and listen 

to the Closing 
Voluntary 

but you are 
welcome to 

leave following 
the Benediction.

Hymn 150

This hymn is a 
prayer for God's 

presence in 
our lives as we 
draw closer to 
Him. The Magi 

showed faith 
in God and 

eagerness, as 
well as sacrifi ce, 

in their journey to 
see the Christ-

child. So may we 
live as though 

we really believe 
and eagerly look 

forward to the 
day when we 
shall one day 

see Him. 

Participating in Today’s Worship Services

Dr. J. Lewis Johnson
Rev. Joanne R. Hull
Rev. L. Craig Foster

Miss C. Adeline Usry
Mr. Wade Cooper Neely

Miss Finley S. Sloan, Acolyte

Mrs. Penny T. Wright and Mrs. Janet R. Kuntz
Chancel Choir

All communion 
bread and 
wafers are 

gluten free.



Sunday School at 9:45am
CHILDREN and YOUTH

 Nursery  (Birth-2K) Preschool (3K-5K)
 1st Floor Clark Building 1st Floor Clark Building
  Elementary (1st-5th Grade) Youth (6th-12th Grade)
  2nd Floor Clark Building 2nd Floor Family Life Center

ADULTS
Sunday mornings off er classes designed to help men and women grow their faith through study and discussion. 

Want more information? Visit our website at fpcspartanburg.org/grow/adults.

Bible Alive! (Room 2210) A talented and experienced teaching team leads this class for those who want to study 
the Bible in-depth, book by book. 
Christian Perspectives (Room C212) Th is class explores and studies contemporary issues from a variety of 
perspectives using the Bible, the Christian faith and life, the Presbyterian/Reformed tradition, and World Christianity 
to form its conclusions.
Emmaus Class (Room 2207) Join us on our journey as we welcome everyone, with eyes open towards Jesus. We 
are the loud class at the end of the hall, enjoying fellowship, coff ee, and a fresh, new, scripture-based lesson each week. 
Faith Driven (Room C210) Th is class is largely made up of parents of children and youth and seeks to learn more 
about the Bible and how to apply its truths within the workplace and the home.
Fellowship Class (Room 2201) Special, distinctive, and important: Th e host presents a scholarly and factual study 
of selected books of the Bible presented with a mature fl air and wisdom. All ages feel at home with this loyal group.
Open Class (Room 2213) A small-group discussion of Christian themes in literature; open to all ages and points 
of view.
Purnell Class (Purnell Room) For a hymn sing and an excellent Bible lesson, join this faithful group of men 
and women.
Note: All rooms with a C in the room number are located on the 2nd fl oor of the Clark Building. Room numbers 
in the 2000’s are on the 2nd fl oor of the Main Building. Th e Purnell Room is on the fi rst fl oor of the main building.

Th e Flowers in the Sanctuary are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of Dr. Frederick V. Poag, 
minister of this church from 1964 to 1974, and his wife, Mrs. Billie Poag.

Many thanks to Lynn Ritchie, organist and Janet Kuntz, conductor, for their worship leadership while Holt and 
Marcia are away.

Th e liturgical color for Christmas Eve and Christmastide is white. Christmastide is the twelve days from Christmas 
to Epiphany, January 6. In celebration, the Sanctuary Christmas decorations have been changed to white and will 
remain in place through Epiphany Sunday.

For the hearing impaired: For the Chapel service, please ask an usher for a hearing aid device and return when 
you exit. Our Sanctuary is equipped with a T-coil hearing loop. If your hearing aid or cochlear device is 
equipped with T-coil technology, please switch it to the “T”, T-Coil, or telephone position for improved hearing 
during the service. Hearing aid devices are also available in the Narthex and Tower Room. Please ask an usher 
and return these to the Usher Stands when you exit.

 Large-print bulletins are available from the ushers upon request.



Life @ First
JANUARY 6, 2019

Complete details at www.fpcspartanburg.org.
Join us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter!

Welcome!
If you are visiting with us today, 
you are our honored guest! Please 
sign the Fellowship Pad so that we 
may contact you.

For more information about 
First Presbyterian, see one of the 
Greeters holding the baskets.

Joining First Pres...
If you are interested in joining 
First Presbyterian, please come to 
the Church Library on the second 
Sunday of any month at 10:30am. 
Ministers and members of the 
Session will be there to greet you.

Questions? Contact Rev. Joanne Hull; 
208-2125 / jhull@fpcspartanburg.org.

Pastors On-Call
If you have a Pastoral Emergency 
aft er 5:00pm during the week or 
anytime over the weekend or on 
holidays, please call 208-2142. Th e 
message will be sent to the pastoral 
care team member who is on-call.

For Parents
Nursery Care is available on the 
fi rst fl oor of the Clark Building for 
children six weeks through three 
years old.
Rainbow Worship Bags are 
provided for your child to use 
during worship. Please return the 
bag to the baskets aft er worship. Th e 
bulletins are for your child to keep.
Online Games are available at: 
www.Games.Childrensbulletins.
com. Enter the code found at the 
bottom right of each child’s bulletin 
in the Rainbow Worship Bags. Th is 
code is unique to our church.

Monthly Fellowship Today at 10:30am!
Th is morning, we will have our monthly fellowship time. Meet in the Perrin 
Room at 10:30am for doughnuts, coff ee, and fellowship with your church family. 
Parents, please pick up your children from Sunday School by 10:30 so that 
everyone, including teachers, can enjoy the fellowship time together. 

Undeck the Halls!
Christmas, Advent, and Epiphany are over! Meet in the Tower Room at 10:00am 
on Tuesday, January 8 and help "Un-Deck the Halls".

Please let us know to expect you: Linda Kiehl; 864-345-2367 / jnlkiehl@gmail.com 
or LeAnne Th urmond Holcombe; 864-621-0213 / leanne.thurmond@gmail.com.

Wednesdays at First - January 9
Dinner: Th e dinner line is open 5:00-6:15pm. Menu: Salad Bar, Hot Chicken Salad 

Casserole, Steamed Green Beans, Bread, Dessert Meal costs are $7 for Adults and 
Youth (12 and older), $6 for Seniors (55 and over), $4 for Children - limit of $20 
per family of 4 or more. No Reservations Required; you are welcome to pre-pay 
online. We take credit/debit cards, and also welcome cash and check.

Children's Choirs meet at 5:00pm in the Clark Building and Choir Room.
CRC (Christian Recreation for Children, 4K- 5th grade): 6:15pm, Activity Room.
Nursery Care (6 months to 3K): 6:15pm in the Gym Nursery
Youth Wednesday Night Fellowship (grades 6-12): 6:15pm, Middle School Classroom.
Sit ‘n Stitch: Meets in the FLC Lobby following dinner.
Wednesday Walkers: Burn off  those WAF calories on the track.
Health Series (Jan 9, 16, and 23): 6:30pm in the Purnell Room. Featured topics 

will include: * A Panel Discussion Regarding the Opioid Crisis, moderated 
by Dr. Greg Colbath, with special guests; * Th e View of Addiction with Nick 
Wildrick; * Forgiveness! with Rev. Travis Webster

JOY Fellowship Trip to The Johnson Collection
On Tuesday, January 22, the JOY Fellowship will travel to Th e Johnson Collection 
and see the current exhibition, "Th e Kindred Spirit: William Merritt Chase and 
His Southern Students". You may meet everyone at the Gallery at 1:45pm (145 
West Main Street) or meet at the Church to ride the (new) bus together at 1:30pm. 
Th ere is no charge for this outing.

RSVP to Joanie Shackleton; jshackleton@fpcspartanburg.org.



Calendar

January 6
Epiphany

MorningSong Worship
(8:45am - Fogartie Hall)

Traditional Worship
(8:45-Chapel & 11:00am-Sanctuary)

Sunday School (9:45am)

Fellowship (10:30am - Perrin Room)

January 8
BBC with Kirk Neely

(10:30am & 7:00pm - Fogartie Hall)

January 9
WAF Resumes

January 13
Offi  cer Ordination and Installation

January 21
All Church Facilities Closed

February 1-3
Women's Retreat

February 17
Blood Drive

February 27
Healing and Wholeness Service

March 1
World Day of Prayer

March 6
Ash Wednesday

March 10
First Sunday in Lent

Daylight Savings Time Begins

A complete calendar is available at
fpcspartanburg.org/calendar.

Recommendations for CNC
Th e Congregational Nominating Committee is seeking a slate of nine members 
from the congregation to replace members who rotated off  the CNC on December 
31, 2018. Members will serve for one year and will be charged with the nomination 
of Church offi  cers.

Please email your nomination(s) to Bert Moore; bert@diversifi edcolors.com.

Nursery Staff Needed! 
We are looking for some new people who enjoy babies and children to join our 
paid nursery staff  on Sundays and Wednesdays.

If you or someone you know is interested,
please contact Cesily King; cking@fpcspartanburg.org.

Key-Card Access to the Church
Please bring your Sonitrol Card on Wednesday night – and other days during the 
work week. During WAF, the doors to the Family Life Center will be unlocked and 
monitored, but other outside doors will be locked. When you have your Sonitrol 
card with you (and the church is open) the doors to the Tower Room, the Chestnut 
Street Door, the door near the elevator/Purnell Room, and the door to the Clark 
Building are accessible. Also, if you have lost your card, please let us know.

To obtain a Key Card, see Didi Terry in the church offi  ce during the week.

Help needed at SPIHN - Week of January 20!
SPIHN's mission is to help temporarily homeless children and their families 
become self-suffi  cient by bringing together community resources to provide 
essential needs and life skills in a compassionate environment. Our next SPIHN 
week is January 20 - January 27, 2019. Th ese families need assistance by providing 
meals, supplies, and positive interaction.

If you have any interest, please contact:
Meals: Katherine Burns; marchk2b@yahoo.com
Evening Host: Hannah Lane; hannahlanedc@gmail.com
Overnight Host/Supplies/General Questions:
 Crystal Workman; workman06@charter.net

Golf Cart Drivers Needed
Our Sunday morning Hospitality Cart needs a few new drivers! If you would like 
a fun task at the church that enables you to meet lots of people, then this is for 
you. Our rotational schedule means you would drive once every 6 to 8 weeks.

Contact Bryan Pack; bryanpack@gmail.com / 864-541-1486
or Marsh Rogers; mrogersjr@tworog.com / 704-438-1298.

Grief and Grace Booklet Available
Grief and Grace: A Faith Journal is now available to you as a resource for your grief 
journey. Th e journal is a compilation of stories from church members of their own 
experiences with grief and healing. Copies are available in displays near the Sanctuary. 
Th is booklet is sponsored by the Women’s Ministry Committee in celebration of All 
Saints’ Day and the 175th Anniversary of First Presbyterian, Spartanburg.

Th ese announcements are just a 
sampling of the church activities. 
For complete information, please 
pick up a First News in the church 
offi  ce - or visit the church website.

Wireless Available
First Presbyterian has a Wireless 
Network that you are welcome 
to use. Find the Network: “FPC–
Guest”. No password required.



CHURCH OFFICERS

Session
Class of 2019: Lee Close, Celia Cogdell, Suzy Cole, Andrew Darr, Melissa France, Laura Henthorn, Whit Kennedy, Craig 

Long, Jason Lynch, Ashley Millinor, Bert Moore, Steven Richards, Jessalyn Story, Monica Th reatt, Linda West
Class of 2020: David Beacham, Martha Bean, Dawn Bingham, Leslie Calicutt, Muff et Chapman, David Ellis, Sloan Evans, 

Nan McDaniel, Kam Neely, Michael Pack, Jennifer Parker, Carter Smith, Septima Smith, Pat Tatham, Mary Helen Wade
Class of 2021: Ali Beeson, David Berry, Cam Cecil, Blair Clementson, Sally Dover, Callie Hammett, Josh Jones, Stan Lummus, 

Donna Pulliam, Reel Robertson, Richard Strasburger, Charlotte Verreault, Ben Wall, Tom Webster, Lewis White

Diaconate
Class of 2019: Will Adair, Vic Bailey, Steven Blanton, Bill Cummings, Chris Curtis, Carroll Easterling, Rob Elliot, John Faris, 

Dana Halliday, Andy Halligan, Catherine Johnson, Bryan Pack, Kristen Raynor, Leah Rigsby, Marsh Rogers
Class of 2020: Marjorie Appiah, Fran Bagwell, Budge Bean, Marsha Calvert, Alice Eberhardt, Karen Edwards, Sharon Hill, Brenda 

James, Andy Lancaster, Cheryl Lang, Jack Mason, Beth Neidenbach, Ryan Reynolds, Frank Waters, Hannah Zimmerman
Class of 2021: David Berry Jr., Katherine Burns, Jeff  Cleland, Mary Grace Close, Molly Colbath, Tres Cox, Hamp Crow, Carol 

Gutman, Marsha Hagins, Anne Hicklin, LeAnne Holcombe, Will Hoy, Beau Shuler, Denise Stevens, Alan Workman 

 Mission that serves our neighbors and our God
Our congregation serves God and our neighbors at home and abroad with these local and international missions.

Local Missions

Poverty: Monthly Hunger Off ering; Mobile Meals; Winter Warmth; TOTAL Ministries; Spartanburg Interfaith Hospitality Network 
(SPIHN); Habitat for Humanity; Th e Haven; CAST Program; Neighborhood Meal Ministry; Healing: Angel Tree; St. Luke’s Free 
Medical Clinic; Children’s Advocacy Center; HOPE Center for Children; SAFE Homes/Rape Crisis Network; Th ornwell Home for 
Children; Presbyterian Communities of SC; Disaster Relief: One Great Hour of Sharing, Disaster Response Action Team; Kairos 
Prison Ministry; MLK, Jr. Celebration; Refugee Relief; Mental Health Advocacy; Education: Pine Street Elementary Tutoring; Boys 
& Girls Clubs; Spartanburg Presbyterian Student Association (UKIRK); Arcadia Outreach Ministry; Presbytery Unifi ed Funds; Th e 
Shepherd’s Center; Adult Learning Center

International Missions

Missionaries: Support for missionaries - Jo Ella Holman, PCUSA liaison for the Caribbean; Mark Hare and Jenny Bent, mission co-workers 
in Haiti and the Dominican Republic; Mission Workers Serving with Kurds; Mission Workers Serving in the Middle East; Dominican 
Republic: Clinica Cristiana; Center for Christian Education & Development (CCED School); Sponsorship of CCED School Children; 
Infant Nutrition Program; Cuba: Iglesia Presbiteriana Reformada in Santa Clara partnership; Haiti: Haiti Outreach Ministries; Haiti 
Reforestation Project (CODEP); Philippines: Precious Heritage Ministries orphanage and feeding program for street children; India: 
Set Free Alliance; Witness Season; Bread for the World

393 East Main Street, Spartanburg, SC 29302-1917
864/583-4531    www.fpcspartanburg.org

STAFF
Dr. Thomas E. Evans, Senior Pastor; Rev. L. Craig Foster, Associate Pastor, Discipleship and Communications; 
Rev. Joanne R. Hull, Associate Pastor, Congregational Care; Rev. Christi O. Brown, Pastoral Associate for 
Missions; Holt Andrews, Pastoral Musician; Marcia Andrews, Associate Director of Music and Organist; Mark 
Ashby, Director of Youth Ministries; Cesily King, Interim Director of Children’s Ministries; Beth Cecil, Parish 
Nurse; Colleen Darrall, Director of Recreation; Jane Mullins, Director of Hospitality


