
WELCOME to 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH

Spartanburg, SC
First Presbyterian Church

is a community of believers committed to
“Glorifying God and Sharing Christ Together

through Word and Deed.”

SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

FEBRUARY 14, 2021

11:00AM

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

Opening Voluntary Ein feste burg Johann Walther

Welcome and Invitation

Introit  As Pants the Deer Seachrist

Call to Worship  
One: As a deer longs for fl owing streams,
 so my soul longs for you, O God.
All: O send out your light and your truth;
 let them lead me to the throne of your grace.
One: Hope in God; for I shall again praise the Lord, my help and my God.
All: Th en I will go to the altar of God
 and praise you with the harp, O Lord, my God.
One: Let us worship God! (Psalm 42, 43)

Please Stand



Hymn 2 Come, Th ou Almighty King Italian Hymn

Hymn printed at end of bulletin.
(Verses 1 and 4)

Prayer of Confession (Unison)  
Infi nite Word of truth,
 breathe upon us the refreshing breath of your Holy Spirit
 and forgive our transgressions.
Cleanse our hearts of false doctrine
 by the winds of righteousness and truth.
Purge us by the fi res of your eternal judgment,
 and we shall be pure.
Shake the foundations of our jealousy and selfi shness,
 and cast us anew in the image of Christ Jesus.
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior...

 Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon  
One: Before faith came, we were confi ned under the law,
 kept under restraint until faith should be revealed.
All: Now that faith has come,
 we are no longer under a custodian;
 for in Christ Jesus we are God’s children,
 through faith. 
One: So, inherit the promise of God’s pardon through Christ,
 and live in the assurance that your sins are forgiven.
All: Th anks be to God!

Response  We Are Forgiven
We are forgiven. We are forgiven.

Th anks be to God. Th anks be to God.
We are forgiven. We are forgiven.

Th anks be to God. Th anks be to God.

Passing of the Peace  
One: Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts.
 To this peace we were called as members of a single body.
 Th e peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.
One: Let us greet each other as we share the peace of Christ.

Life of the Church 
 Call to Discipleship: Witness Season 



PROCLAIMING THE WORD

The Word for Children  

Sung Prayer for Illumination O Lord, Hear My Prayer Taizé Community

Scripture Reading Isaiah 56 (selected verses)

Scripture Reading Ephesians 3:14-21

Sermon  Where is the Church? Dr. J. Lewis Johnson

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

Affirmation of Faith  
 The Apostles’ Creed (Unison)

I believe in God the Father Almighty; Maker of heaven and earth;  
And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; 
 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,
 suff ered under Pontius Pilate, was crucifi ed, dead, and buried; 
He descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; 
He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
 from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; 
 the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 
 the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People  
 The Lord's Prayer (Unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Th y name. 
Th y kingdom come. Th y will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 
For Th ine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings  

Offertory In Christ Th ere Is No East or West Dale Wood



Doxology  Old Hundredth
Praise God, from whom all blessings fl ow;

praise God, all creatures here below;
praise God above, ye heavenly host;

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayer of Thanksgiving   

BEARING THE WORD TO THE WORLD

Hymn 761 Called as Partners in Christ's Service Beecher

Hymn printed at end of bulletin.
(Verses 1 and 4)

Charge and Benediction 

Closing Voluntary Holy God, We Praise Your Name Flor Peeters



Participating in Today’s Worship Service

Dr. J. Lewis Johnson
Rev. L. Craig Foster
Rev. Joanne R. Hull

Holt Andrews, Director
Marcia Andrews, Organist

Additional Musicians
Valerie MacPhail
Lisa Cunningham

Reel Robertson
Paul MacPhail
Rafe Andrews

Today's Floral Memorial

is in loving memory of
Dr. Frederick V. Poag,

minister of this church from 1964 to 1974,
and his wife, Mrs. Billie Poag.
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Come, Thou Almighty King2

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Collection of Hymns for Social Worship, 1757, alt.
MUSIC: Felice de Giardini, 1769, alt.

ITALIAN HYMN
6.6.4.6.6.6.4

The author of this Trinitarian text is unknown, but this hymn has proved popular since the middle of the
18th century, partly because of its effective use of biblical metaphors, but also because of the strength of this
tune, which was composed especially for these words.



Music reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-727822. All rights reserved.
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Called as Partners in Christ’s Service 761

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Jane Parker Huber, 1981
MUSIC: John Zundel, 1870
Text © 1981 Jane Parker Huber (admin. Westminster John Knox Press)

BEECHER
8.7.8.7.D

(alternate tune: EBENEZER)

This hymn is a celebration of mutuality and diversity as well as a challenge to the Christian community to
live out a ministry of reconciliation and inclusion. This 20th-century text is set to a 19th-century tune named
for the noted pastor and preacher Henry Ward Beecher.



Check in to Worship! We would love to have a record of your attendance. Please check in at fpcspartanburg.
org/worship/worship-guestbook.

Ash Wednesday, February 17
Imposition of Ashes and Prayer: On Wednesday, February 17, the Chapel will be open 8:00am through 
6:30pm. A pastor will be present during those hours for you to receive the imposition of ashes and for prayer.
Worship Service - Livestream: On Wednesday, February 17, join us via Livestream, 7:00-7:45pm to 
mark the beginning of the Lenten season with this brief worship service.

Next Sunday: Dr. Lewis F. Galloway Our new Interim Pastor, Lewis Galloway, will preach next Sunday, 
February 21. Many thanks both to the IPNC and to Lewis Johnson for their great work during this time of 
transition! Please continue to be in prayer for our Pastor Nominating Committee as they begin their work to 
fi nd our next Pastor!

Witness Season Th is year, our Witness Season Off ering will support Ministry of Hope Lesotho (MoHL), with 
Isaiah 58:10 guiding the work. Ministry of Hope Lesotho is a home for abused, abandoned, and impoverished 
children and youth in southern Africa. Our goal is to raise $25,000 to help MoHL make needed changes 
to their buildings and grounds in order to better serve the precious children in their care. Give online at 
fpcspartanburg.org/give or mail a check to the church, attention Lynise Clarke, and please include in the note 
that your gift  is for "Witness Season."  fpcspartanburg.org/witness-season

Are you Experiencing Pandemic Fatigue?  Are you feeling exhausted from all the disruptions to life 
brought on by the pandemic? You don’t have to face it alone. Our Stephen Ministers are ready to listen, care, 
encourage, and provide emotional and spiritual support. A Stephen Minister will meet with you privately - by 
phone, by video chat, or, if safely possible, in person - to off er care and support. Stephen Ministry is a ministry 
of First Presbyterian Church (no charge) and requires no long-term commitment – just a need to talk to 
someone. It is completely confi dential. Contact information is on Church Website under Ministry Finder/
Stephen Ministry. Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. - Matthew 11:28

The Chapel is Open for Prayer Monday-Friday, 9am-1pm for you to come and sit and pray in the 
stillness of God. We ask that you wear a mask while inside and maintain social distancing protocols. If you are 
not comfortable coming inside, feel free to sit in the Columbarium. You can also place any personal prayer 
needs in the Chapel prayer box and a member of our staff  will be present in the Chapel to pray over your 
requests.

Given the Current Spike in COVID-19 case numbers nationally, in South Carolina, and in Spartanburg 
County, and given the prospect of further increases, we feel that the only prudent course of action for First 
Presbyterian Church, Spartanburg, is to alter our worship schedule in the following way: Th roughout the 
month of February, we will worship via Livestream only (both MorningSong 
and Traditional Sanctuary services). Please join us via Facebook, YouTube, or 
via our website: https://fpcspartanburg.org/worship/sermons.

If you Need to Contact a Minister for a Pastoral Concern, 
please call 864-208-2142, day or night. Th e minister on-call will answer your 
call as soon as possible.

LIFE OF THE CHURCH for SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2021

393 East Main Street
Spartanburg, SC 29302

864/583-4531
www.fpcspartanburg.org


