
WELCOME to 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH

Spartanburg, SC

SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

FEBRUARY 23, 2020
TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD

8:45AM - CHAPEL

11:00AM - SANCTUARY

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

Welcome and Invitation   
One: Th is is the day that the Lord has made; 
All: Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Opening Voluntary
(8:45) Abide With Us, Our Savior Raymond H.  Haan

(11:00) We Shall Walk Th rough the Valley in Peace arr. Douglas E. Wagner

 Acolyte (11:00) 

Introit (11:00) Love Each Other Timothy Bushong

Transfi guration 
Sunday 
celebrates 
the glorious 
revelation 
of God in 
Jesus Christ 
and Christ’s 
manifestation 
as the fulfi llment 
of the law and 
the prophets. 
The Sunday 
immediately 
prior to Ash 
Wednesday is 
an appropriate 
time to 
celebrate the 
Transfi guration 
of the Lord, 
because this 
event marked 
the transition in 
Jesus’ ministry 
in which he "set 
his face to go 
to Jerusalem" 
(Luke 9:51), 
where he would 
die.

First Presbyterian Church is a community of believers committed to
“Glorifying God and Sharing Christ Together through Word and Deed.”



 † Please rise in
    body or spirit.

Please sign and 
pass the Ministry 

of Friendship 
Pad, note the 

names of those 
around you, 

and greet one 
another after 

worship.

Today’s Opening 
Hymn is an 

adaptation of 
Psalm 8. Author 

Fred R. Anderson 
said it was 

his attempt 
to bridge the 

gap between 
ancient Israel 
and modern 
cosmology. 

Interestingly, in 
1969 a silicon 

disc with 
messages from 

seventy-three 
nations left on 

the moon by the 
Apollo 11 mission 

contained 
this psalm as 

the Vatican’s 
message.

† Call to Worship 
One: Do you see it?
 In fi re and cloud our God appears:
All: the glory of the Lord settles over us.
One: Do you hear it?
 A voice thunders from heaven:
All: “Th is is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him.”
One: Open your eyes; unstop your ears.
 We are gathered on holy ground.
All: Let us magnify the Lord!

† Hymn 25 O Lord, Our God, How Excellent Winchester Old

Prayer of Confession (Unison)   
Holy One,
 we search for you amidst
 the grand and glorious,
 the sacred and serene.
We are eager to bask in your splendor
 and dwell with you in sanctuaries
 that shelter us from the sorrow of this world.
We forget you are also present in
 the ordinary and profane,
 the desperate and despised.
You send us back down the mountain
 to proclaim your law of grace
 and live your command of love - 
 to tread the path that Jesus tread.
Transform us,
 embolden us,
 and free us from fear,
 that we might be beacons of your light.
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ…

 Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon   
One:  In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
All:  Th anks be to God!

† Response   
 Hymn 582, verse 1  Glory to God (Vasile)

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me,
and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me,
and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free.

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen.

(Sing two times)



† Passing of the Peace  
One: Th e God of blessing and love be with all of us.
All: Let us receive Christ's compassionate embrace.
One: Turn now and pass that blessing on to one another
 so that our community may be bound together in love and peace.

During the Passing of the Peace, children are invited to come forward for Th e Word for Children.

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

The Word for Children  

 Sung Prayer of Illumination (11:00)     You Are Before Me, Lord Alfred Morton Smith

Scripture Reading  Matthew 17:1-9
 One: Th e Word of the Lord.  
 All: Th anks be to God.

Sermon Th e Mountain and the Valley Mr. R. Holt Andrews

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

† Affirmation of Faith  
 The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty; Maker of heaven and earth;  
And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; 
 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,
 suff ered under Pontius Pilate, was crucifi ed, dead, and buried; 
He descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; 
He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
 from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; 
 the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 
 the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People  

Call to Discipleship: Witness Season  

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 

Offertory
 (8:45) I Saw the Lord Don Hustad

 (11:00) I Lift  Mine Eyes Unto the Hills René Clausen

At the 8:45 
service, all 
children are 
invited to the 
front of the 
Chapel during 
the Passing of 
the Peace. After 
The Word for 
Children, they 
will return to the 
pews.

At the 11:00 
service, all 
children are 
invited to the 
front of the 
Sanctuary during 
the Passing 
of the Peace. 
After The Word 
for Children, 
children 3 yrs-
1st grade are 
welcome to 
attend Children’s 
Worship.
Pick-up Location: 
Clark Building, 
2nd fl oor

Nursery is 
available for 
infants through 
age 3.

We welcome 
Holt Andrews 
to the pulpit 
this morning. 
Not only is he 
our Pastoral 
Musician, but 
he is also a 
Commissioned 
Ruling Elder, 
trained by the 
Presbytery for 
pastoral care, 
preaching, 
teaching, and 
more



† Doxology  Lasst Uns Erfreuen
Praise God, from whom all blessings fl ow. Praise God, all creatures here below.

Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise God above, Ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.

Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

† Prayer of Thanksgiving  
 The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Th y name. 
Th y kingdom come. Th y will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 
For Th ine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

BEARING THE WORD TO THE WORLD

† Hymn 190 Swift ly Pass the Clouds of Glory Nettleton
(Sung to the tune of "Come Th ou Fount of Every Blessing")

† Charge and Benediction   

† Benediction Response   
 Hymn 175, verse 1  Lafferty

Seek ye fi rst the kingdom of God
and its righteousness,

and all these things shall be added unto you.
Allelu, alleluia!

† Closing Voluntary     Fanfare in D Jacques Lemmens

You are invited 
to stay and listen 

to the Closing 
Voluntary, 

but you are 
welcome to 

leave following 
the Benediction.

This Hymn Text 
is based on the 
account of the 
Transfi guration 

that appears 
in Matthew, 

Mark, and Luke. 
But rather than 

providing a 
narrative of the 

event, it offers 
a refl ection 

on the various 
elements of the 
three disciples’ 

experience.

Participating in Today’s Worship Services
Mr. R. Holt Andrews
Dr. Th omas E. Evans
Rev. L. Craig Foster

Rev. J. Robert Bannan, Jr.
Rev. Leslie A. Lang

Mrs. Martha T. Bean, Elder
Mr. John F. Verreault, III

Mrs. Molly B. Colbath

Miss Mary Soutter Pack, Acolyte

Holt Andrews, Director; Marcia Andrews, Organist
Penny Wright; Chancel Choir; Handbell Choir; Senior Choristers



Sunday School at 9:45am

CHILDREN
Birth - Kindergarten: Clark Building, 1st Floor

1st - 5th Grades: Clark Building, 2nd Floor

YOUTH
(6th-12th Grades) 2nd Floor of Family Life Center

ADULTS
Bible Alive!    Room 2210

Christian Perspectives    Room C212
Emmaus Class    Room 2207
Faith Driven    Room C210

LIFT (mid)Life in Fellowship Together    Room 2201
Open Class    Room 2213 

Purnell Fellowship Class    Purnell Room
Young Adults    Room 2216

Th e Flowers in the Sanctuary are given to the Glory of God and in honor of the marriage of 
Joanne Ruth Hull and Warren Edgar Donald, celebrated yesterday in the Sanctuary, and in 
memory of their parents, Robert and Elizabeth Hull and William Donald.

For the hearing impaired: Our Sanctuary is equipped with a T-coil hearing loop. If your 
hearing aid or cochlear device is equipped with T-coil technology, please switch it to the “T”, 
T-Coil, or telephone position for improved hearing during the service. Hearing aid devices are 
also available in the Narthex and Tower Room. Please ask an usher and return these to the 
Usher Stands when you exit.

Large-print bulletins are available from the ushers upon request.



Life @ First
FEBRUARY 23, 2020

Complete details at www.fpcspartanburg.org.
Join us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter!

Welcome!
If you are visiting with us today, 
you are our honored guest! Please 
sign the Fellowship Pad so that we 
may contact you.

For more information about 
First Presbyterian, see one of the 
Greeters holding the baskets.

Joining First Pres...
If you are interested in joining 
First Presbyterian, please come to 
the Church Library on the second 
Sunday of any month at 10:30am. 
Ministers and members of the 
Session will be there to greet you.

Questions? Contact Rev. Joanne Hull; 
208-2125 / jhull@fpcspartanburg.org.

Pastors On-Call
If you have a Pastoral Emergency
aft er 5:00pm during the week or 
anytime over the weekend or on 
holidays, please call 208-2142. Th e 
message will be sent to the pastoral 
care team member who is on-call.

For Parents
Nursery Care is available on the 
fi rst fl oor of the Clark Building for 
children six weeks through three 
years old.
Rainbow Worship Bags are 
provided for your child to use 
during worship. Please return the 
bag to the baskets aft er worship. Th e 
bulletins are for your child to keep.
Online Games are available at: 
www.Games.Childrensbulletins.
com. Enter the code found at the 
bottom right of each child’s bulletin 
in the Rainbow Worship Bags. Th is 
code is unique to our church.

Blood Drive - Today, February 23
For every donor who gives blood, First Presbyterian Church will receive $20. 
Th ese monies will help fi nance the cost of a bench for the front of the FLC. Walk-
ins are welcome - 8:00am-1:00pm - please check-in inside the Gym. 

Take a Habitat Home Tour! – Tuesday, Feb 25
Th e Local Missions Committee invites you on a bus tour to see several Habitat 
for Humanity homes around Spartanburg. Th e tour will take place on Tuesday, 
February 25 at 3:00pm. Meet in the Family Life Center Parking Lot at 2:45pm. Lee 
Close, Executive Director, Habitat for Humanity of Spartanburg, will be driving 
and educating us on Habitat's partnership with First Presbyterian Church.

Attending? Email Caroline Goodman at cgoodman@fpcspartanburg.org.

Wednesdays at First - Feb 26 - Ash Wednesday
Dinner: Th e dinner line is open 5:00-6:15pm. Meal costs are $8 for Adults and 

Youth (12 and older), $7 for Seniors (55 and over), $5 for Children - limit of 
$25 per family of 4 or more. No Reservations. Menu: Athenian Baked Salmon

Children's Choirs meet at 5:00pm in the Clark Building and Choir Room.
Nursery Care (6 months to 3K): 6:15pm in the Clark Building.

Ash Wednesday Worship Service
6:30pm in the Sanctuary

Mark the beginning of the Lenten season with this brief, family-friendly 
worship service that will include the imposition of ashes.

(Nursery provided - Clark Building.)

World Day of Prayer – Friday, March 6
Th e Prayer Committee has placed prayer cards in the Tower Room and Lobby of 
the Family Life Center. We hope you will fi nd them useful as you think about the 
needs of our world and that you will join Christians around the globe on that day 
in off ering our both our praise and our concerns to God in prayer.

Lunch ‘n Learn: Tuesday, March 10
Learn more about Generational Literacy, a focus area of the Faith Initiative to 
End Child Poverty. Join us in the Large Private Dining Room at Noon on Tuesday, 
March 10 for a panel discussion with Bill Brasington, Adult Learning Center; 
Gloria Close, Citizen Scholars Institute; Todd Stephens, Spartanburg County 
Public Libraries; and Anne Waters, Hub City Writers Project. Lunch, prepared by 
Pano Stathakis, will be served for $7. Please RSVP by Friday, March 6.

RSVP online or email Caroline Goodman at cgoodman@fpcspartanburg.org.



Calendar

February 23
Witness Season Sunday

Blood Drive
Traditional Service
(8:45am - Chapel)

MorningSong Worship
(8:45am - Fogartie Hall)

Sunday School (9:45am)
Lenten Workshop

Traditional Service
(11:00am - Sanctuary)

Youth Group
(5:00pm)

February 26
Ash Wednesday

WAF Dinner
Worship Service at 6:30pm

March 1
Communion

Monthly Fellowship
Total Ministries Food Collection

March 4
Interfaith Alliance

Lenten Worship and Lunch
Hosted by First Presbyterian Church

March 6
World Day of Prayer

March 15
Rise Against Hunger

April 5
Palm Sunday

Lenten Worship and Luncheon Series
Th e Spartanburg Interfaith Alliance will host six worship and lunch sessions 
where attendees have the chance to fellowship and learn more about the Lenten 
tradition. All services will be held on Wednesdays at 12:00pm. 
 February 26: St Paul the Apostle Catholic Church (161 N Dean St)
      In observance of Ash Wednesday, no lunch will be provided.
 March 4: First Presbyterian Church, Spartanburg
 March 11: Th e Episcopal Church of the Advent (141 Advent St) 
 March 18: Th e Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints (121 Quail Dr)
 March 25: Glenn Springs Calvary Episcopal Church (3685 Glenn Springs Rd, 

Pauline)
 April 1: Th e Palmetto Moravian Fellowship at Central United Methodist 

Church (233 N Church St)
To assist with lunch planning, please RSVP to Jasmine Guest at the Spartanburg 
County Foundation; jguest@spcf.org.

Lenten and Easter at FPC, Spartanburg
Ash Wednesday - Wednesday, February 26

[See information under WAF article.]
Lenten Worship and Luncheon - Wednesday, March 4

We will host the Spartanburg Interfaith Alliance Lenten Worship and Luncheon 
this week. Worship begins at 12:00pm in the Chapel. Luncheon will follow in 
the Large Private Dining Room. 
RSVP to Jasmine Guest at the Spartanburg County Foundation; jguest@spcf.org.

Palm Sunday - Sunday, April 5
8:45am Worship in the Chapel and Fogartie Hall (MorningSong). Th ere will be 

a palm procession during the service.
9:30am Intergenerational Brunch in the Social Hall.
10:30am Blessing of the Palms. Come to Montgomery Commons at 10:40am 

for a brief service with the Episcopal Church of the Advent and St. Paul the 
Apostle Catholic Church (Montgomery Commons is bordered by the Advent, the 
Mary Black Foundation, First Presbyterian, and the Piedmont Club).

10:55am Palm Procession. Aft er the service in Montgomery Commons, there 
will be Palm Procession, with a donkey, up to the Sanctuary.

11:00am Worship in the Sanctuary.
Palms will be provided by the Sanctuary Guild at all worship services.

Maundy Th ursday Service - Th ursday, April 9
A Tenebrae Service will be held at 7:30pm in the Sanctuary. It will be a service 
of readings in darkness with Communion, remembering Jesus' Last Supper 
with his disciples before his crucifi xion. 

Good Friday Service - Friday, April 10
Th is year, we will have two worship services in the Chapel: 8:15-8:55am and 
12:15-12:55pm. Th is service features scripture, hymns, and music.

Easter - Sunday, April 12
6:45am Sunrise Service // Columbarium, rain location in the Chapel.
8:45am Worship Services in the Sanctuary and MorningSong (Fogartie Hall)
10:15am Butterfl y Release and Hot Cross Buns // Front Lawn

At this special event, we remember the life, death, and resurrection of Christ. 
Since ancient times, the butterfl y has served as a symbol of Jesus' beautiful 
transformation following his crucifi xion and death. Th e butterfl y also reminds 
us of our fi nal resurrection and eternal life when we will all be changed.

11:00am Worship Service in the Sanctuary

Next Sunday -
Food Collection

We ask that you bring donations 
of food next week to help relieve 
hunger in Spartanburg. The Local 
Missions Committee is collecting 
for Total Ministries in the wooden 
crates outside the entrances to all 
services on March 1.
Questions? Email Juli Robertson; 
rrobertson30@charter.net.



CHURCH OFFICERS

Session
Class of 2020: David Beacham, Martha Bean, Dawn Bingham, Leslie Calicutt, Muff et Chapman, David Ellis, Sloan Evans, 

Nan McDaniel, Kam Neely, Michael Pack, Jennifer Parker, Carter Smith, Septima Smith, Pat Tatham, Mary Helen Wade
Class of 2021: Ali Beeson, David Berry, Cam Cecil, Blair Clementson, Sally Dover, Callie Hammett, Josh Jones, Stan 

Lummus, Donna Pulliam, Reel Robertson, Richard Strasburger, Charlotte Verreault, Ben Wall, Tom Webster, Lewis White
Class of 2022: Vic Bailey IV, Palmer Ball, Kathryn Bridges, Charlie Burns, Randall Chambers, Lee Close, Andrew Darr, Lynn 

Edwards, Melissa France, Debbie Kocisko, Craig Long, Kay Maddox, Stephen Parrott, Jessalyn Story, Mary Lorick Th ompson

Diaconate
Class of 2020: Marjorie Appiah, Fran Bagwell, Budge Bean, Marsha Calvert, Alice Eberhardt, Sharon Hill, Brenda James, Andy 

Lancaster, Cheryl Lang, Jack Mason, Andy McKee, Beth Neidenbach, Ryan Reynolds, Frank Waters, Hannah Zimmerman
Class of 2021: David Berry Jr., Katherine Burns, Jeff  Cleland, Mary Grace Close, Molly Colbath, Tres Cox, Hamp Crow, 

Carol Gutman, Marsha Hagins, Anne Hicklin, LeAnne Holcombe, Will Hoy, Beau Shuler, Denise Stevens, Alan Workman 
Class of 2022: Hillary Brock, Chris Brown, Rob Elliott, Chris Groke, Dana Halliday, Andy Halligan, Catherine Johnson, 

Leigh Anne Langley, John Lefebvre, Natalie Mullen, Bryan Pack, Joe Pinilla, Will Ringo, Marsh Rogers, Josh Summers

 Mission that serves our neighbors and our God
Our congregation serves God and our neighbors at home and abroad with these local and international missions.

Local Missions

Poverty: Quarterly Hunger Off ering; Mobile Meals; Winter Warmth; TOTAL Ministries; Spartanburg Interfaith Hospitality Network 
(SPIHN); Habitat for Humanity; Th e Haven; CAST Program; Neighborhood Meal Ministry
Healing: Angel Tree; St. Luke’s Free Medical Clinic; Children’s Advocacy Center; HOPE Center for Children; SAFE Homes/Rape 
Crisis Network; Th ornwell Home for Children; Presbyterian Communities of SC; Disaster Relief: One Great Hour of Sharing; Kairos 
Prison Ministry; MLK, Jr. Celebration
Education: Pine Street Elementary Tutoring; Boys & Girls Clubs; Spartanburg Presbyterian Student Association (UKIRK); Presbytery 
Unifi ed Funds; Th e Shepherd’s Center; Adult Learning Center

International Missions

Missionaries: Support for missionaries - Jo Ella Holman, PCUSA liaison for the Caribbean; Mark Hare and Jenny Bent, mission co-workers 
in Haiti and the Dominican Republic; Mission Workers Serving with Kurds; Mission Workers Serving in the Middle East; Dominican 
Republic: Clinica Cristiana; Center for Christian Education & Development (CCED School); Sponsorship of CCED School Children; 
Infant Nutrition Program; Cuba: Iglesia Presbiteriana Reformada in Santa Clara partnership; Haiti: Haiti Outreach Ministries; Haiti 
Reforestation Project (CODEP); Philippines: Precious Heritage Ministries orphanage and feeding program for street children; India: 
Set Free Alliance; Witness Season; Bread for the World

393 East Main Street, Spartanburg, SC 29302-1917
864/583-4531    www.fpcspartanburg.org

STAFF
Dr. Th omas E. Evans, Senior Pastor; Rev. L. Craig Foster, Associate Pastor, Discipleship and Communications; Rev. Joanne R. 
Hull, Associate Pastor, Congregational Care; Rev. Leslie A. Lang, Associate Pastor, Young Adults and Missions; Rev. J. Robert 
Bannan, Jr, Associate Pastor of Youth and Campus Ministries; Rev. Ansley B. Page, Pastoral Associate; Mr. R. Holt Andrews, 
Pastoral Musician; Mrs. Susan H. Oldham, Pastoral Associate for Evangelism; Mrs. Marcia C. Andrews, Associate Director 
of Music and Organist; Mrs. Holly M. Bannan, Director of Children’s Ministries; Mrs. Carrie H. Coleman, Youth Program 
Administrator; Ms. Beth S. Cecil, Parish Nurse; Mrs. Colleen M. Darrall, Director of Recreation; Mr. Pano J. Stathakis, 
Director of Hospitality


