
WELCOME to 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Spartanburg, SC

First Presbyterian Church is a community of believers committed to
“Glorifying God and Sharing Christ Together through Word and Deed.”

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

Welcome and Invitation   
One: O praise the Lord with me. 
All: Let us exalt God's name together. (Psalm 34:3)

Opening Voluntary Rhosymedre Ralph Vaughan Williams

  During the Opening Voluntary, we invite you into a period of quiet refl ection.
 A sample prayer can be found in the margin.
 Acolyte (11:00)

Introit (11:00) Hymn of Promise Natalie Sleeth

† Call to Worship 
One: Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth.
 Worship the Lord with gladness; 
 Come into his presence with singing. 
 We are his people and the sheep of his pasture
 Enter his gates with Th anksgiving.
All:  Let us worship the Lord, our God!  (Psalm 100:1-4)

The season of 
Lent is a time 
of prayer, 
fasting, and 
self-examination 
in preparation 
for the 
celebration of 
the resurrection 
of the Lord at 
Easter.

SERVICE FOR THE 
LORD’S DAY

MARCH 8, 2020
8:45AM - CHAPEL

11:00AM - SANCTUARY

Prelude Prayer
Lord, I come 
before you with 
praises. Help 
me to serve you 
with gladness. 
I come before 
You with singing 
and worship. 
I know and 
acknowledge 
you as Lord. 
You are a loving 
Shepherd and I 
trust You. I come 
before You with 
a thankful heart 
and bless Your 
Name. Amen.



 † Please rise in
    body or spirit.

Please sign and 
pass the Ministry 

of Friendship 
Pad, note the 

names of those 
around you, 

and greet one 
another after 

worship.

The “Kyrie, 
eleison” (or 
“Kyrie”  for 

short) has been 
a traditional 

penitential 
prayer of the 

Christian liturgy 
for centuries. 

“Kyrie, eleison” is 
from the Greek 
for “Lord, have 

mercy.”

† Hymn 386 Come, Worship God O Quanta Qualia

Prayer of Confession (Unison)  
Lord, forgive us.
We want to love you with all of our hearts, souls, and minds,
 but we fall short.
Other desires crowd into our lives,
 pushing you out.
Our minds wander from contemplating you.
We do not love our neighbor as ourselves,
 our selfi shness and pettiness
 get in the way of caring for others
 in the way you care for us.
Help us become more like Jesus 
 by loving you and helping others.  (Matthew 22:37-39)

    Silent Confession

Kyrie
 Hymn 551  Land of Rest

Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy;
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy;
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Assurance of Pardon  
One: For the Lord is good. His steadfast love endures forever
 and his faithfulness and forgiveness to all generations.
All: Th anks be to God! (Psalm 100:5)

Response (Seated)
 Hymn 799, verse 1  I Love the Lord

I love the Lord, who heard my cry
and pitied every groan.

Long as I live and troubles rise,
I’ll hasten to God’s throne.

Passing of the Peace  
One: Th rough Jesus Christ, we know God’s faithfulness and forgiveness,
 which bring peace to all.  Peace be with you.
All: And also with you.
One: Let us greet each other in peace and forgiveness on this second Sunday in Lent.

Children are invited to come forward for Th e Word for Children
during the Passing of the Peace.

 



PROCLAIMING THE WORD

The Word for Children 

Sung Prayer of Illumination (11:00)   Come and Fill our Hearts Taize community

 (8:45)

Scripture Reading  Isaiah 6:1-8
One: Th e Word of the Lord.  
All: Th anks be to God.

Scripture Reading  Romans 3:9-26
One: Th e Word of the Lord.  
All: Th anks be to God.

Sermon Getting Ready Rev. L. Craig Foster

 (11:00)

Scripture Reading  Psalm 100
One: Th e Word of the Lord.  
All: Th anks be to God.

Sermon Growing Toward God in Worship:  Dr. Th omas E. Evans
   Th e Call to Worship and Confession

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

† Affirmation of Faith (Unison)  
 The Ten Commandments

I am the Lord your God: you shall have no other gods but me.
You shall not make for yourself any idol.
You shall not dishonor the name of the Lord your God.
Remember the Sabbath and keep it holy.
Honor your father and mother.
You shall not commit murder.
You shall not commit adultery.
You shall not steal.
You shall not be a false witness.
You shall not covet anything which belongs to your neighbor. (Exodus 20)

Prayers of the People  

Call to Discipleship: Girl Scouts (11:00)  

8:45

11:00

At the 8:45 
service, all 
children are 
invited to the 
front of the 
Chapel during 
the Passing of 
the Peace. After 
The Word for 
Children, they 
will return to the 
pews.

At the 11:00 
service, all 
children are 
invited to the 
front of the 
Sanctuary during 
the Passing 
of the Peace. 
After The Word 
for Children, 
children 3 yrs-
1st grade are 
welcome to 
attend Children’s 
Worship.
Pick-up Location: 
Clark Building, 
2nd fl oor

Nursery is 
available for 
infants through 
age 3.



Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 

Offertory
 (8:45) A Covenant Prayer Allen Pote

 (11:00) O Love, How Deep, How Broad, How High Hal H. Hopson

† Doxology  
 Hymn 606  Old Hundredth

Praise God from whom all blessings fl ow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

† Prayer of Thanksgiving  
God of every good and perfect gift ,
Let us give you all thanks and praise for the blessings you shower upon us.
We know that oft en we grudgingly return to you a portion of your extravagant gift s to us.
Still we present these off erings with boldness,
 knowing that your love overcomes our weaknesses and imperfections.
As we journey through this holy season of Lent, give us strength and courage to make the 
changes in our lives that we know are needed to follow you. 
Th rough Jesus Christ our Lord who taught us to pray...

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Th y name. 
Th y kingdom come. Th y will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 
For Th ine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. (Th e Lord's Prayer)

BEARING THE WORD TO THE WORLD

† Hymn 435 Th ere's a Wideness in God's Mercy In Babilone

† Charge and Benediction  

† Benediction Response
 Hymn 175, verse 1  Lafferty

Seek ye fi rst the kingdom of God
and its righteousness,

and all these things shall be added unto you.
Allelu, alleluia!

† Closing Voluntary     "Allegro Maestoso e Vivace" from Sonata  II Felix Mendelssohn

You are invited 
to stay and listen 

to the Closing 
Voluntary, 

but you are 
welcome to 

leave following 
the Benediction.

The theme of 
today's closing 
hymn is based 
on the premise 

and paradox 
that a sovereign 

God, unlike 
earthly rulers, 

demonstrates 
welcome, 

kindness, grace 
and mercy. All 
we need to do 

is have a simple 
faith that “rest[s] 

upon God’s 
word.”

The Christian 
life is marked 

by the offering 
of one’s self to 

God. In worship, 
God presents us 

with the costly 
self-offering of 

Jesus Christ, who 
has claimed us 
and set us free. 

In response to 
God’s love in 

Christ we offer 
our lives, our 

gifts, our abilities, 
and our material 
goods for God’s 

service.



Th e Lenten Greens in the Sanctuary are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of Mr. 
and Mrs. Irvin John Foster and Mr. and Mrs. Harry Johnson Crow by the family. 

Th e Flowers in the Tower Room are given to the Glory of God and in celebration of the marriage 
of Diane Vermillion Pickens and Daniel Roger O’Connell, Jr. and in honor of their families and 
in memory of their loved ones who have entered their Eternal Rest.

For the hearing impaired: Our Sanctuary is equipped with a T-coil hearing loop. If your 
hearing aid or cochlear device is equipped with T-coil technology, please switch it to the “T”, 
T-Coil, or telephone position for improved hearing during the service. Hearing aid devices are 
also available in the Narthex and Tower Room. Please ask an usher and return these to the 
Usher Stands when you exit.

Large-print bulletins are available from the ushers upon request.

Participating in Today’s Worship Services
Dr. Th omas E. Evans
Rev. L. Craig Foster

Rev. J. Robert Bannan, Jr.
Rev. Joanne R. Hull
Rev. Leslie A. Lang

Mr. Parker A. Hoenig

Girl Scout Readers
Miss Sullivan P. Bailey; Miss Abigail G. Clementson; Miss Claire E. Lauer

Dr. Blair W. Clementson

Miss Elizabeth E. Reynolds, Acolyte

Holt Andrews, Director; Marcia Andrews, Organist
Cherub Choir and Junior Choristers

Janet Kuntz, Flute
Chancel Choir

Girl Scout Recognition: Th ursday, March 12, marks the 108th birthday of the Girl Scouts. 
It commemorates the day in 1912 when Juliette Gordon Low offi  cially registered the 
organization’s fi rst 18 girl members in Savannah, Georgia. Today, there are 2.5 million 
Girl Scouts - 1.7 million girl members and 750,000 adult members working primarily 
as volunteers. During today's 11:00am Sanctuary Worship service, we recognize our 
Girl Scouts, past and present.



Life @ First
MARCH 8, 2020

Complete details at www.fpcspartanburg.org.
Join us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter!

Welcome!
If you are visiting with us today, 
you are our honored guest! Please 
sign the Fellowship Pad so that we 
may contact you.

For more information about 
First Presbyterian, see one of the 
Greeters holding the baskets.

Joining First Pres...
If you are interested in joining 
First Presbyterian, please come to 
the Church Library on the second 
Sunday of any month at 10:30am. 
Ministers and members of the 
Session will be there to greet you.

Questions? Contact Rev. Joanne Hull; 
208-2125 / jhull@fpcspartanburg.org.

Pastors On-Call
If you have a Pastoral Emergency 
aft er 5:00pm during the week or 
anytime over the weekend or on 
holidays, please call 208-2142. Th e 
message will be sent to the pastoral 
care team member who is on-call.

For Parents
Nursery Care is available on the 
fi rst fl oor of the Clark Building for 
children six weeks through three 
years old.
Rainbow Worship Bags are 
provided for your child to use 
during worship. Please return the 
bag to the baskets aft er worship. Th e 
bulletins are for your child to keep.
Online Games are available at: 
www.Games.Childrensbulletins.
com. Enter the code found at the 
bottom right of each child’s bulletin 
in the Rainbow Worship Bags. Th is 
code is unique to our church.

Pick Up a Copy of the 2020 Lent Devotion Book 
Th is year’s Lent Devotion Book, Th e Rhythm of Worship and Life, is a collaboration 
of seven Spartanburg area Presbyterian congregations, including Inman, 
Landrum Limestone, Nazareth, Second, Tyger River, and our own congregation. 
Th e refl ections consider how the movements of worship refl ect and shape the 
movements of our lives. Copies are available throughout the church facilities.

Lunch ‘n Learn: Tuesday, March 10
Learn more about Generational Literacy, a focus area of the Faith Initiative to 
End Child Poverty. Join us in the Large Private Dining Room at Noon on Tuesday, 
March 10 for a panel discussion with Bill Brasington, Adult Learning Center; 
Gloria Close, Citizen Scholars Institute; Todd Stephens, Spartanburg County 
Public Libraries; and Anne Waters, Hub City Writers Project. Lunch, prepared by 
Pano Stathakis, will be served for $7.

RSVP online or email Caroline Goodman at cgoodman@fpcspartanburg.org.

Wednesdays at First - March 11
Mark your calendars for another season of great food, fellowship, and programming! 
See First News for complete menus and programming options.
Dinner: Th e dinner line is open 5:00-6:15pm. Meal costs are $8 for Adults and 

Youth (12 and older), $7 for Seniors (55 and over), $5 for Children - limit of $25 
per family of 4 or more. No Reservations. March 11: Chicken Marsala

Evening Activities Include: Children's Choirs, Christian Recreation for 
Children (CRC), Nursery Care (6 months - 3K), Youth Fellowship, Sit 'n 
Stitch, Wednesday Walkers, and .... 

"Sabbatical Refl ections" with Marcia and Holt Andrews: 6:30pm, Sanctuary. 
Holt and Marcia will off er thoughts (and pictures!) from their recent sabbatical. 
On March 4 the focus will be on their musical/cultural experiences, and on 
March 11 they will discuss spiritual aspects of their visits to over fi ft een diff erent 
cities in the United States, Europe, and Africa.

Rise Against Hunger – Sunday, March 15
Rise Against Hunger is an international hunger relief organization that distributes 
food and life-changing aid to the world’s most vulnerable, mobilizing the necessary 
resources to end hunger by 2030. Th ey bring all their supplies to the church; we 
will spend two hours packaging food for the starving and malnourished around 
the globe. We need 120 volunteers for this mission opportunity to package 25,000 
meals! How amazing is that? All ages welcome; come to the Gym on Sunday, 
March 15 at 2:00pm. Mark your calendars and register today!

Register: https://fpcspartanburg.org/events/rise-against-hunger



Calendar
March 8

Second Sunday in Lent
Traditional Service
(8:45am - Chapel)

MorningSong Worship
(8:45am - Fogartie Hall)
Sunday School (9:45am)

Traditional Service
(11:00am - Sanctuary)

Youth Group
(5:00pm)

March 11
WAF

March 12
ECHOES Caregiver Support Group

March 15
Rise Against Hunger

March 18
Children's Choirs Concert

March 19
JOY Fellowship Trip to
Spartanburg Airport

April 1
Palm Cross Workshop

April 5
Palm Sunday

Chamber Singers' Concert

April 9
Maundy Th ursday

April 10
Good Friday

April 12
Easter

April 19
Welcome Class Begins

August 14-16
Women's Connection at Montreat

(Register Today!)
A complete calendar is available at

fpcspartanburg.org/calendar.

Lent and Easter at FPC, Spartanburg
Palm Sunday - Sunday, April 5

8:45am Worship in the Chapel and Fogartie Hall (MorningSong). Th ere will be 
a palm procession during the service.

9:30am Intergenerational Brunch in the Social Hall.
10:30am Blessing of the Palms. Come to Montgomery Commons at 10:40am 

for a brief service with the Episcopal Church of the Advent and St. Paul the 
Apostle Catholic Church (Montgomery Commons is bordered by the Advent, the 
Mary Black Foundation, First Presbyterian, and the Piedmont Club).

10:55am Palm Procession. Aft er the service in Montgomery Commons, there 
will be Palm Procession, with a donkey, up to the Sanctuary.

11:00am Worship in the Sanctuary.
Palms will be provided by the Sanctuary Guild at all worship services.

Maundy Th ursday Service - Th ursday, April 9
A Tenebrae Service will be held at 7:30pm in the Sanctuary. It will be a service 
of readings in darkness with Communion, remembering Jesus' Last Supper 
with his disciples before his crucifi xion. 

Good Friday Service - Friday, April 10
Th is year, we will have two worship services in the Chapel: 8:15-8:55am and 
12:15-12:55pm. Th is service features scripture, hymns, and music.

Easter - Sunday, April 12
6:45am Sunrise Service // Columbarium, rain location in the Chapel.
8:45am Worship Services in the Sanctuary and MorningSong (Fogartie Hall)
10:15am Butterfl y Release and Hot Cross Buns // Front Lawn

At this special event, we remember the life, death, and resurrection of Christ. 
Since ancient times, the butterfl y has served as a symbol of Jesus' beautiful 
transformation following his crucifi xion and death. Th e butterfl y also reminds 
us of our fi nal resurrection and eternal life when we will all be changed.

11:00am Worship Service in the Sanctuary
Th e Cross of Flowers is an annual Easter event. Members and guests are invited to 

place fl owers in the rough-hewn cross, which is erected by the Sanctuary Guild 
on the Lawn of the church, as they come to worship on Easter. Th is cross, full of 
spring fl owers, represents the new life we receive through Christ's resurrection.

Lenten Worship and Luncheon Series
Th e Spartanburg Interfaith Alliance will host a total of six worship and lunch 
sessions where attendees have the chance to fellowship and learn more about the 
Lenten tradition. All services will be held on Wednesdays at 12:00pm. 
 March 11: Th e Episcopal Church of the Advent (141 Advent St) 
 March 18: Th e Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints (121 Quail Dr)
 March 25: Glenn Springs Calvary Episcopal (3685 Glenn Springs Rd, Pauline)
 April 1: Palmetto Moravian Fellowship at Central Methodist (233 N Church St)

To assist with lunch planning, please RSVP to Jasmine Guest at the Spartanburg 
County Foundation; jguest@spcf.org.

Witness Season Update! 
We have exceeded our Witness Season Goal! Our fi nal tally is: $42,078. However, 
a generous donor from outside our church off ered to match our gift s – up to 
$25,000. Th erefore, over $67,000 will be given to help build a Mathematics 
Lab at Cleveland Academy of Leadership! Many thanks to everyone for their 
overwhelming fi nancial support and volunteer interest in the Cleveland Academy.

Stewardship 2020 Update
Receiving in Grace, Giving in Gratitude

2020 Budget: $2,912,935
Received YTD: $458,190
Status=Yellow: Within 10% of Budgetary Needs

Please prayerfully consider what you 
can do to support your church.



CHURCH OFFICERS

Session
Class of 2020: David Beacham, Martha Bean, Dawn Bingham, Leslie Calicutt, Muff et Chapman, David Ellis, Sloan Evans, 

Nan McDaniel, Kam Neely, Michael Pack, Jennifer Parker, Carter Smith, Septima Smith, Pat Tatham, Mary Helen Wade
Class of 2021: Ali Beeson, David Berry, Cam Cecil, Blair Clementson, Sally Dover, Callie Hammett, Josh Jones, Stan 

Lummus, Donna Pulliam, Reel Robertson, Richard Strasburger, Charlotte Verreault, Ben Wall, Tom Webster, Lewis White
Class of 2022: Vic Bailey IV, Palmer Ball, Kathryn Bridges, Charlie Burns, Randall Chambers, Lee Close, Andrew Darr, Lynn 

Edwards, Melissa France, Debbie Kocisko, Craig Long, Kay Maddox, Stephen Parrott, Jessalyn Story, Mary Lorick Th ompson

Diaconate
Class of 2020: Marjorie Appiah, Fran Bagwell, Budge Bean, Marsha Calvert, Alice Eberhardt, Sharon Hill, Brenda James, Andy 

Lancaster, Cheryl Lang, Jack Mason, Andy McKee, Beth Neidenbach, Ryan Reynolds, Frank Waters, Hannah Zimmerman
Class of 2021: David Berry Jr., Katherine Burns, Jeff  Cleland, Mary Grace Close, Molly Colbath, Tres Cox, Hamp Crow, 

Carol Gutman, Marsha Hagins, Anne Hicklin, LeAnne Holcombe, Will Hoy, Beau Shuler, Denise Stevens, Alan Workman 
Class of 2022: Hillary Brock, Chris Brown, Rob Elliott, Chris Groke, Dana Halliday, Andy Halligan, Catherine Johnson, 

Leigh Anne Langley, John Lefebvre, Natalie Mullen, Bryan Pack, Joe Pinilla, Will Ringo, Marsh Rogers, Josh Summers

 Mission that serves our neighbors and our God
Our congregation serves God and our neighbors at home and abroad with these local and international missions.

Local Missions

Poverty: Quarterly Hunger Off ering; Mobile Meals; Winter Warmth; TOTAL Ministries; Spartanburg Interfaith Hospitality Network 
(SPIHN); Habitat for Humanity; Th e Haven; CAST Program; Neighborhood Meal Ministry
Healing: Angel Tree; St. Luke’s Free Medical Clinic; Children’s Advocacy Center; HOPE Center for Children; SAFE Homes/Rape 
Crisis Network; Th ornwell Home for Children; Presbyterian Communities of SC; Disaster Relief: One Great Hour of Sharing; Kairos 
Prison Ministry; MLK, Jr. Celebration
Education: Pine Street Elementary Tutoring; Boys & Girls Clubs; Spartanburg Presbyterian Student Association (UKIRK); Presbytery 
Unifi ed Funds; Th e Shepherd’s Center; Adult Learning Center

International Missions

Missionaries: Support for missionaries - Jo Ella Holman, PCUSA liaison for the Caribbean; Mark Hare and Jenny Bent, mission co-workers 
in Haiti and the Dominican Republic; Mission Workers Serving with Kurds; Mission Workers Serving in the Middle East; Dominican 
Republic: Clinica Cristiana; Center for Christian Education & Development (CCED School); Sponsorship of CCED School Children; 
Infant Nutrition Program; Cuba: Iglesia Presbiteriana Reformada in Santa Clara partnership; Haiti: Haiti Outreach Ministries; Haiti 
Reforestation Project (CODEP); Philippines: Precious Heritage Ministries orphanage and feeding program for street children; India: 
Set Free Alliance; Witness Season; Bread for the World

393 East Main Street, Spartanburg, SC 29302-1917
864/583-4531    www.fpcspartanburg.org

STAFF
Dr. Th omas E. Evans, Senior Pastor; Rev. L. Craig Foster, Associate Pastor, Discipleship and Communications; Rev. Joanne R. 
Hull, Associate Pastor, Congregational Care; Rev. Leslie A. Lang, Associate Pastor, Young Adults and Missions; Rev. J. Robert 
Bannan, Jr, Associate Pastor of Youth and Campus Ministries; Rev. Ansley B. Page, Pastoral Associate; Mr. R. Holt Andrews, 
Pastoral Musician; Mrs. Susan H. Oldham, Pastoral Associate for Evangelism; Mrs. Marcia C. Andrews, Associate Director 
of Music and Organist; Mrs. Holly M. Bannan, Director of Children’s Ministries; Mrs. Carrie H. Coleman, Youth Program 
Administrator; Ms. Beth S. Cecil, Parish Nurse; Mrs. Colleen M. Darrall, Director of Recreation; Mr. Pano J. Stathakis, 
Director of Hospitality


