
GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

Welcome and Invitation  
One: Th is is the day that the Lord has made; 
All: Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Opening Voluntary Prelude in G Minor J. S. Bach

During the Opening Voluntary, we invite you into a period of quiet refl ection.

Father, we pray today in Jesus’ name that You would send forth Your light and Your truth. Let them guide 
us; let them bring us to Your holy mountain to the place where You dwell. Th en we will go to the altar of 
God, to God our joy and our delight. (Psalm 43:3-4)

Introit  Give to the Winds Th y Fears John Wesley / Festal Song

† Call to Worship 
One: Jesus says, "I am the root and the descendant of David,
 the bright morning star."
 Jesus testifi es and says, "Surely I am coming soon."
 Th e spirit and the bride say “Come.”
All And let everyone who hears, say “Come.”
One: And let everyone who is thirsty, “Come.”
All Let anyone who wishes take the water of life as a gift .
 Amen, Come, Lord Jesus!  (Revelation 22:16-21)

SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
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† Hymn   St. Denio
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Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 12

Prayer of Confession (Unison)  
Lord, you have cared for us from the beginning of creation.
You ask us to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with you. But we do not.
We do not treat everyone fairly.
We do not advocate for the downtrodden.
We do not welcome the poor and oppressed.
We do not speak up when others are demeaned.
We do not share your amazing love with all.
Make us brave enough to care for others as you have cared for us. (Micah 6:8)

    Silent Confession



Kyrie
 Hymn 551  Land of Rest

Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy;
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy;
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Assurance of Pardon  
One: Lord, we have confessed our sins before you.
 Th ank you that in your grace and mercy you have forgiven us.
 Th ank you that you have returned us to the paths of righteousness.
 Th ank you that you have fully satisfi ed our every need according to your riches in glory.
All: To our God and Father be glory forever and ever. (Philippians 4:18-20)

Response
 Hymn 799, verse 1  I Love the Lord

I love the Lord, who heard my cry and pitied every groan.
Long as I live and troubles rise, I’ll hasten to God’s throne.

† Passing of the Peace  
One: God’s words tell us to enter his gates with praise;
 praise the Lord in prayers for peace. Th e Peace of the Lord be with you.
All: And also with you.

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

The Word for Children  

Sung Prayer of Illumination  Taize community

Come and fi ll our hearts with your peace,
You alone O Lord are Holy.

Come and fi ll our hearts with your peace.
Alleluia.

Scripture Reading  1 Timothy 2:1-5
 One: Th e Word of the Lord.  
 All: Th anks be to God.

Scripture Reading  Romans 12:1-5
 One: Th e Word of the Lord.  
 All: Th anks be to God.

Sermon  Growing Toward God in Worship: Dr. Th omas E. Evans
Th e Off erings and Prayer



RESPONDING TO THE WORD

† Affirmation of Faith (Unison)  
 The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty; Maker of heaven and earth;  
And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; 
 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,
 suff ered under Pontius Pilate, was crucifi ed, dead, and buried; 
He descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; 
He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
 from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; 
 the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 
 the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People  

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings  

Offertory Precious Lord Th omas A. Dorsey

† Doxology  
 Hymn 606  Old Hundredth

Praise God from whom all blessings fl ow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

† Prayer of Thanksgiving (Unison)  
God of compassion,
 we praise you that you look upon our frail lives with love and understanding
 and that you desire for us all new life in Jesus Christ.
We are overwhelmed by your love
 which goes to the cross for us, endures the grave, and leads us to new life.
By your Spirit, strengthen our souls to be brave and bold in Christ’s service.
Take our off erings, and use them and us for your purposes,
 in the name of Jesus Christ, our crucifi ed and risen Lord who taught us to pray...

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Th y name. 
Th y kingdom come. Th y will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 
For Th ine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. (Th e Lord's Prayer)



BEARING THE WORD TO THE WORLD

† Hymn 366 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling Beecher
(words below; hymn printed on last page)

Love divine, all loves excelling, Joy of heaven, to earth come down,
fi x in us thy humble dwelling; all thy faithful mercies crown.

Jesus, thou art all compassion; pure, unbounded love thou art;
visit us with thy salvation; enter every trembling heart.

Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit into every troubled breast;
let us all in thee inherit; let us fi nd the promised rest.
Take away the love of sinning; Alpha and Omega be;
end of faith, as its beginning, set our hearts at liberty.

Come, Almighty, to deliver; let us all thy life receive;
suddenly return, and never, nevermore thy temples leave.

Th ee we would be always blessing, serve thee as thy hosts above,
pray, and praise thee without ceasing, glory in thy perfect love.

Finish then thy new creation; pure and spotless let us be;
let us see thy great salvation perfectly restored in thee:

changed from glory into glory, till in heaven we take our place,
till we cast our crowns before thee, lost in wonder, love, and praise.

† Charge and Benediction  

† Benediction Response
 Hymn 306, verse 1  Dennis

Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love.
Th e fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.

† Closing Voluntary Built on the Rock arr. Gordon Young
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