
Service for the Lord’s Day
October 25, 2020

Kirkin' o' the Tartans
8:45am - Sanctuary

11:00am - FLC Parking Lot

Gathering Around the Word

Welcome   

Opening Voluntary (8:45)        Highland Cathedral Traditional
 Acolyte (8:45)

First Presbyterian Church is a community of believers committed to
“Glorifying God and Sharing Christ Together through Word and Deed.”

Welcome to

First Presbyterian 
Church

Spartanburg, SC

Please Stand



 Call to Worship  
One: Th is day we bend the knee to God, our great Chief,
All: Before whom
 the people of every tongue
 and clan
 and nation
 will one day bow.
One: Grant to us, Th ou Savior of Glory,
All: Th e fear of God, and the love of God,
 And the will of God to do on earth at all times
 As the angels and saints do in heaven.
One: In the sight of the Father who created us,  
All: In the sight of the Son who died for us,
One: In the sight of the Spirit who cleansed us, 
All: Let us lift  up our hearts and voices and worship God!

(adapted from Celtic Invocations, by Alexander Carmichael, 1899)

Hymn  726   Will You Come and Follow Me Kelvingrove
        (Th e Summons)

Hymn printed at end of bulletin.
8:45 Congregation - - Please pray the words of the song silently.

11:00 Congregation - - Please stand in Body or Spirit. 

Prayer of Confession (Unison)  
Count us not as nothing, O God,
 count us not as nothing, O Christ,
 count us not as nothing, O kind Spirit,
 nor abandon us to eternal loss.
We confess our sins to you, Father, Son, and Spirit Holy.
Compassionate God of life, your kindly pardon give:
 for our careless talk, our broken oath, our empty speech;
 for all that we have left  undone,
 for all that we have done amiss.
Jesus, only-begotten Son and Lamb of God the Father,
 you gave the blood of your body to save us from the grave.
As we receive the Word and knowledge of your forgiveness,
 enshield us, encircle us, each day, each night, each dark, each light.
Uphold us, be our treasure, our triumph everlasting;
 strong Son of God most high.

    Silent Confession 
 (from Th e Book of Common Order of the Church of Scotland
 [Edinburgh: Saint Andrew Press], © 1994, Panel on Worship of the Church of Scotland)

Assurance of Pardon  
One: Th e Lord bless you and save you, the Lord make his face shine upon you,
 and be merciful unto you, the Lord turn his countenance towards you,
 and grant you his peace. Th e grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
 and the communion of the Holy Ghost be with you all.
All: So be it! (adapted from John Knox’s 1556 The Forme of Prayers)
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Response
 Hymn 275, v2  Ein' Feste Burg

Did we in our own strength confi de, our striving would be losing,
were not the right man on our side, the man of God's own choosing.

Dost ask who that may be? Christ Jesus, it is he.
Lord Sabaoth his name, from age to age the same,

and he must win the battle.

8:45 Congregation - - Please pray the words of the song silently.
11:00 Congregation - - Please stand in Body or Spirit. 

 Passing of the Peace  
One: As God has poured out the grace of forgiveness, love, and peace through Christ, 
 let us share that grace with each other. Peace be with you.
All: And also with you.
One: Let us greet one another in the name of Christ.

Proclaiming the Word

Scripture Reading  Joshua 24:14-18

The Word for Children  

Scripture Reading  Isaiah 45:15-19, 21-22

Sermon   Voices from the Past for the Days that are Ahead: Dr. J. Lewis Johnson
Hope in the Midst of Havoc

Responding to the Word

Hymn     We Come to Worship in Praise of Our Maker Candler
        (verses 1 and 2)

Hymn printed at end of bulletin.
8:45 Congregation - - Please pray the words of the song silently.
11:00 Congregation - - Please stand in Body or Spirit. 



 Affirmation of Faith (unison)  
As we believe in one God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, so we fi rmly 
believe that from the beginning there has been, now is, and to the end 
of the world shall be, one Kirk, that is to say, one company and 
multitude of people chosen by God, who rightly worship and embrace God by 
true faith in Jesus Christ, who is the only Head of the Kirk, even as it is 
the body and spouse of Christ Jesus. Th is Kirk is catholic, that is, 
universal, because it contains the chosen of all ages, of all realms, 
nations, and tongues, be they of the Jews or be they of the Gentiles, 
who have communion and society with God the Father, and with his Son, 
Christ Jesus, through the sanctifi cation of his Holy Spirit.

(Adapted from Th e Scots Confession of 1560, Chapter 16)

Life of the Church 
 Call to Discipleship: Winter Warmth 

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings  

 Prayer of Dedication For our Offering  
One: O God of all lands and seas for all generations, 
 your eternal presence weaves through the fabric of heaven and earth. 
 You clothe us in your mercy and cover us with your grace.
All: Like the generations before us, we are sustained by your presence; 
 And in your hands, we fi nd refuge and strength. 
 Bless, we pray, our lives and these gift s that we off er in your service.
One: God of all creation and creativity, we praise you for the beauty of tartans,
 and for the families they represent, of every tongue and tribe and nation.
All: We praise you, O God, for our rich traditions, 
 and for the faith and wisdom given to us by generations past.
One:  God of all, every place and every time, we praise you for the heritage of every land
 from which we or our ancestors came.
All: We praise you, O God, for the blessings of love received: from mothers and fathers,
 from friends and companions, from all who have drawn us close to your side.
One: Lord, even as we are nourished by your spirit of love and peace,
 we know that others are in need of your care. We pray for …

 Now bind us together as one family in Christ 
 as we pray the family prayer that Jesus taught us, saying, 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Th y name. 
 Th y kingdom come. Th y will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 
 For Th ine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.



Participating in Today’s Worship Service

Dr. J. Lewis Johnson
Rev. J. Robert Bannan, Jr.; Rev. L. Craig Foster

Rev. Joanne R. Hull; Rev. Leslie A. Lang
Rev. Ansley B. Page; Mrs. Holly M. Bannan

Miss Mary Soutter Pack, Acolyte

Mrs. Alexandra C. Pack; Dr. Aundie L. Bishop

Holt Andrews, Director; Marcia Andrews, Organist

Additional Musicians
Valerie MacPhail; Lisa Cunningham; Reel Robertson; Paul MacPhail

Chancel Choir
Grandfather Mountain Highlanders Pipe Band

Janet Kuntz, fl ute
Brass Ensemble: Th omas Cotter and Kevin Clary, trumpet; Kaci Cotter, horn; Jeff  Kuntz, trombone

Th e Flowers in the Sanctuary

are given to the Glory of God,
in honor of our Scottish heritage,

and in loving memory of
Th e Reverend Doctor William LaClair Arthur

by the family. 

Bearing the Word to the World

Anthem  (8:45) A Scottish Blessing David Blackwell

 Charge and Benediction  

Hymn 649  Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound Amazing Grace

Hymn printed at end of bulletin.
8:45 Congregation - - Please pray the words of the song silently.
11:00 Congregation - - Please stand in Body or Spirit. 

Closing Voluntary MacRae Meadow Traditional
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_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: John L. Bell and Graham Maule, 1987
MUSIC: Scottish melody; arr. John L. Bell, 1987
Text and Music Arr. © 1987 WGRG, Iona Community (admin. GIA Publications, Inc.)

KELVINGROVE
13.13.7.7.13

The first four stanzas of this ballad-like hymn are understood to be in the voice of Christ, with the fifth
reflecting the individual singer’s response. Created for this traditional Scottish tune, the text was written to
mark the conclusion of a youth volunteer’s time of ministry.
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CANDLER

We Come to Worship in Praise of our Maker
Mary Jackson Cathey
August 31, 2006

for First Presbyterian Church - Spartanburg, SC
Kirkin' O' the Tartans - October 29, 2006
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Music reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-727822. All rights reserved.
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Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound649

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Stanzas 1–4, John Newton, 1772; stanza 5, A Collection of Sacred Ballads, 1790; Navaho, Albert Tsosie
MUSIC: Columbian Harmony, 1829; arr. Edwin O. Excell, 1910, alt.
Text Phonetic Transcr. Cherokee, Kiowa, Creek, and Choctaw © Oklahoma Indian Missionary Conference;
    Phonetic Transcr. Navaho © Albert Tsosie

AMAZING GRACE
CM

As was his custom, the author wrote this hymn to accompany his sermon on 1 Chronicles 17:16–17, preached
on January 1, 1773; he called it “Faith’s Review and Expectation.” Much of its current popularity comes from
this now-familiar tune, an association that began in 1835.


