
WELCOME to 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Spartanburg, SC

First Presbyterian Church is a community of believers committed to
“Glorifying God and Sharing Christ Together through Word and Deed.”

Please Stand

SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

NOVEMBER 8, 2020

11:00AM SANCTUARY

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

Pre-Service Music

Welcome and Invitation  
One: Th is is the day that the Lord has made; 
All: Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Introit  Bright Canaan Alice Parker

 Acolyte



 Call to Worship 
One: People of God, listen:
All: Th e Lord has done marvelous things.
One: Teach your children all that God has done
All: So that they should set their hope in God.
One: Incline our ears to your words
All: So that we may live in hope and die in peace.       
One: Let us look at the wonders of God with awe.
All: Th e Lord is glorious and mighty! Let us praise God! (based on Psalm 78)

 Hymn 12 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise St. Denio
Hymn printed at end of bulletin

(Verses 1 and 4)

Prayer of Confession (Unison)  
Great God of Comfort,
We walk around carrying heavy burdens of grief, loss, and pain,
 yet we try so hard to put on our best faces and pretend that we are fi ne.
We confess that we do not always know how to ask for or accept support;
We admit that we struggle with words to say when others are hurting.
Forgive us, O God, for doubting that you can handle our pain. 
By the power of your Holy Spirit, 
Help us to trust you.
Help us to be comforted by you.
Help us to believe with hope that you are with us always.
In the name of Jesus Christ we pray…

 Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon  
One: In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
All: Th anks be to God!

 Response  Mc Afee
Th ere is a place of full release, near to the heart of God,

a place where all is joy and peace, near to the heart of God.
O Jesus, blest Redeemer, sent from the heart of God,

hold us, who wait before thee, near to the heart of God.

 Passing of the Peace  
One: As we are forgiven and reconciled to God through Christ Jesus,
 let us be reconciled to each other.
 Th e peace of the Lord be with you all.
All: And also with you.
One: Let us greet each other as we share the peace of Christ.

Life of the Church  



PROCLAIMING THE WORD

Sung Prayer for Illumination God of Our Life Sandon

The Word for Children  

Scripture Reading  Psalm 42 (CEB)  

Scripture Reading 1 Th essalonians 4:13-18
 One: Th is is the Word of the Lord.
 All: Th anks be to God.

Sermon  Grieving with Hope Rev. Leslie A. Lang

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

Hymn 727 Will You Let Me Be Your Servant The Servant Song
Upon direction, please sing the refrain:

Will you let me be your servant,
Let me be as Christ to you,

Pray that I may have the grace
To let you be my servant too.

Call to Discipleship: Orphans in our Midst 

 Affirmation of Faith  
 The Apostles’ Creed (Unison)

I believe in God the Father Almighty; Maker of heaven and earth;  
And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; 
 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,
 suff ered under Pontius Pilate, was crucifi ed, dead, and buried; 
He descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; 
He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
 from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; 
 the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 
 the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.



Prayers of the People  
 The Lord's Prayer (Unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Th y name. 
Th y kingdom come. Th y will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 
For Th ine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings  

Offertory Anthem If I Can Help Somebody arr. David Brunner

Prayer of Thanksgiving  

BEARING THE WORD TO THE WORLD

 Hymn 761 Called as Partners in Christ's Service Beecher
Hymn printed at end of bulletin

 Charge and Benediction 

 Closing Voluntary Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise arr. Michael Burkhardt

Th e Flowers in the Sanctuary

are given to the Glory of God
and in loving memory of

Jane J. Tate
by David Tate and her loving family. 



A Few Reminders for Us All:

It is important to wear your mask while on the Church Campus. 

Observe Social Distancing with other households.

Hand sanitzer stations are available in the Narthex and Tower Room.

Smile with your eyes; wave at your neighbor. 

To maintain Social Distancing, after the service concludes, please wait in your seat;
ushers will dismiss you by rows. 

Feel free to fellowship outdoors prior to and following the worship service. 

Thank you for your assistance.
Our ability to keep the church open depends on everyone following these COVID-19 protocols.

Participating in Today’s Worship Service

Rev. Leslie A. Lang
Dr. J. Lewis Johnson

Rev. J. Robert Bannan, Jr.
Rev. Joanne R. Hull

Mrs. June Bond

Miss Mary Soutter Pack, Acolyte

Holt Andrews, Director
Marcia Andrews, Organist

Additional Musicians
Quartet:

Valerie MacPhail
Lisa Cunningham

Reel Robertson
Paul MacPhail

Janet Kuntz

Chancel Choir
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Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 12

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Walter Chalmers Smith, 1867, alt.
MUSIC: Welsh folk melody; arr. Caniadau y Cyssegr, 1839

ST. DENIO
11.11.11.11

The opening line of this hymn was inspired by the three divine attributes listed in 1 Timothy 1:17 (King
James Version), and it continues by considering how God’s life exceeds our own finite existence. The text is
well set to a Welsh melody shaped by many three-note units.



Music reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-727822. All rights reserved.
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Called as Partners in Christ’s Service 761

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Jane Parker Huber, 1981
MUSIC: John Zundel, 1870
Text © 1981 Jane Parker Huber (admin. Westminster John Knox Press)

BEECHER
8.7.8.7.D

(alternate tune: EBENEZER)

This hymn is a celebration of mutuality and diversity as well as a challenge to the Christian community to
live out a ministry of reconciliation and inclusion. This 20th-century text is set to a 19th-century tune named
for the noted pastor and preacher Henry Ward Beecher.



Orphan Sunday: Today, Christians stand for children who’ve lost the protection and care of family. 
We are a people called to defend the fatherless…to protect the vulnerable…to visit orphans in their distress.
We welcome our very own June Bond this morning to talk about the Orphans in our Midst. For more information, 
feel free to check out her TED Talk: https://www.ted.com/talks/june_bond_orphans_in_our_midst.

RSVP for Wednesday Night Dinner: We hope you will join us each week at WAF. You only 
need to RSVP for dinner. Th e dinner drive through begins at 5:00pm. Enjoy a picnic on the grounds in your 
car, tailgate, or set up chairs or a blanket in the grass (physically distanced from other households, of course). 
Beginning at 6:00pm, our pastors and staff  have planned a variety of fellowship and learning opportunities for 
Children, Youth, and Adults. Please sign up for dinner by noon on Monday. RSVP through the church website 
(go to www.fpcspartanburg.org and click on the WAF event).

Recommendation for Pastor Nominating Committee: Th e Congregational Nominating 
Committee needs your help recommending members of the church to serve on the Pastor Nominating 
Committee. You may submit as many names as you would like, suggesting any member of First Presbyterian 
Church, including yourself. A form can be found on the church website (go to fpcspartanburg.org and click the 
event - you may need to scroll). Deadline for submittal is Sunday, November 15.

Winter Warmth – Volunteers Needed November 13 and 14: Although the Winter 
Warmth process will be diff erent this year, we will still be serving families through this important mission. We 
invite you to participate! Adults may join us on Friday, November 13, for set up and on the morning of Saturday, 
November 14, as we distribute over 1,000 coats to children. Check the weekly email for the sign-up link.

You may also drop off  new or knitted hats, scarves, and gloves for the toddlers of Winter Warmth families in the 
marked bins during Wednesdays at First and on Sunday morning. Finally, you can ensure that one child receives 
a brand-new, in-style coat to wear during the cold winter months for a donation of $35. Donations in honor of 
individuals make perfect Christmas gift s both on the individual and corporate level. Please put "Winter Warmth" 
in the memo of your check. You may also give online: (https://fpcspartanburg.org/give/online-giving).

Family Advent Workshop: To kick-off  Advent, we are having our Advent workshop on Sunday, 
November 29 (the First Sunday of Advent), in the FLC Gym, immediately following our 11:00am worship service.

Th is year’s theme is called “God With Us.” Using Katie Pawlak’s family devotional book and ornaments, we will 
spend our Advent season focusing on the Jesse Tree – following stories in the Bible from Creation all the way to 
the birth of Jesus. Each day in December, you will have an ornament, a short scripture, devotion, prayer, as well 
as other family activities you can do if you wish.

During the Advent workshop, you will ‘make’ the ornaments for your Jesse Tree (make = place the sticker on the 
wood ornament and thread the twine to make a hanger). Our Children’s E&D Committee loved the entire gift  
set (ornaments + book) so much that we decided to purchase the gift  sets rather than color and create our own 
ornaments. Th e hope is that this can be a lasting tradition that you can enjoy with our family for years to come. 
Th e gift  sets are $45. We are asking each family to pay $20 for the book + ornaments, and the rest will be covered 
by E&D. 

Th e deadline to RSVP and purchase your kit is Friday, November 13. Please see the link on the Church Website. 
Please note: We will also have a drive through option for any family that cannot attend but would like to make their 
ornaments at home.

LIFE OF THE CHURCH
Sunday, November 8, 2020


