
WELCOME to 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Spartanburg, SC

First Presbyterian Church is a community of believers committed to
“Glorifying God and Sharing Christ Together through Word and Deed.”

SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

NOVEMBER 29, 2020

11:00AM SANCTUARY

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

Pre-Service Music

Welcome and Invitation  

Introit  Come Light Our Hearts McCracken and Peterson

Please Stand



Lighting of the Advent Wreath: Hope 
Unison Prayer
 Heavenly Father,
  creator of the world,
  thank you for the promise of hope.
 Guide us as we prepare
  for the coming of Jesus Christ,
  who brings light to the world. Amen.

 Hymn 82 Come, Th ou Long-Expected Jesus Hyfrydol

Hymn printed at end of bulletin

Advent Prayer of Confession (Unison)  
God of forgiveness and mercy,
 hear our prayer as we confess our sin.
With moments so critical, we let time go by.
With deliverance so near, we linger in the darkness.
With Christ as our armor,
 we yet fear the unknown foe.
With the night having passed,
 we still hesitate to greet the new day.
O God, lead us forth,
 that we may meet the moment you graciously give us.
Dispel the shadows,
 so that your will may be clear.
Clothed with light and new life in Christ,
 let us go forth as those awake to your will. 
In the name of Jesus Christ we pray…

 Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon  
One: Jesus said that anyone who hears what he says
 and trusts in God has eternal life.
All: Th e time is coming, indeed it is already here.
 All who heed God’s voice shall have life.
One: Rest in the assurance of God’s grace
 made known to us in Jesus the Christ.
All: Th anks be to God!

 Response  The First Nowell
Th en let us all with one accord

sing praises to our heavenly Lord,
that hath made heaven and earth of nought,

and with his blood our life hath bought.
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, born is the King of Israel.



 Passing of the Peace  
One: Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, and he shall be called
 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
 May the hope and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.
One: Let us greet each other as we share the peace of Christ.

Life of the Church  

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

Sung Prayer for Illumination        E’en So Lord Jesus, Quickly Come Paul Manz

Scripture Reading Isaiah 64:1-9
 One: Hear what the Spirit speaks to the Church.

The Word for Children  

Scripture Reading Mark 13:24-31
 One: Hear what the Spirit speaks to the Church.

Sermon  Come on Down, God Dr. J. Lewis Johnson

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

 Affirmation of Faith  
 The Apostles’ Creed (Unison)

I believe in God the Father Almighty; Maker of heaven and earth;  
And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; 
 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,
 suff ered under Pontius Pilate, was crucifi ed, dead, and buried; 
He descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; 
He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
 from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; 
 the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 
 the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.



Prayers of the People  
 The Lord's Prayer (Unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Th y name. 
Th y kingdom come. Th y will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 
For Th ine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings  
 Advent Season of Giving Emphasis: Thornwell

Anthem  Th ou Shalt Know Him When He Comes Hal H. Hopson

 Doxology  Regent Square
All creation, join in praising God the Father, Spirit, Son,
evermore your voices raising to the eternal Th ree in One:

come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the coming king!

Prayer of Thanksgiving  

BEARING THE WORD TO THE WORLD

 Hymn 93 Lift  Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates Truro

Hymn printed at end of bulletin

 Charge and Benediction 

 Closing Voluntary From Heaven Above to Earth I Come Johann Pachelbel

Th e Advent Greens in the Sanctuary

are given to the Glory of God
and in loving memory of 

William Burnham Uhler, Dorothy Harris Uhler, and Sibyl Coleman Uhler
by the Uhler family.



A Few Reminders for Us All:

It is important to wear your mask while on the Church Campus. 

Observe Social Distancing with other households.

Hand sanitizer stations are available in the Narthex and Tower Room.

Smile with your eyes; wave at your neighbor. 

In order to maintain social distancing, please exit as dismissed by the ushers. 

Feel free to fellowship outdoors prior to and following the worship service. 

Thank you for your assistance.

Participating in Today’s Worship Service

Dr. J. Lewis Johnson
Rev. L. Craig Foster
Rev. Joanne R. Hull
Rev. Ansley B. Page

Advent Candlelighters
Sally and Don Owen

Christi and Kelan Brown
Lettie and Ella Jane

Holt Andrews, Director
Marcia Andrews, Organist

Additional Musicians
Valerie MacPhail
Lisa Cunningham

Reel Robertson
Paul MacPhail

Children’s Choirs
Chamber Singers
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Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 82

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Charles Wesley, 1744
MUSIC: Rowland Hugh Prichard, 1830; harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1906

HYFRYDOL
8.7.8.7.D

(alternate tune: STUTTGART, 83)

With its opening “Come,” this hymn sounds the note of entreaty and invitation that characterizes the Advent
season (from the Latin adventus = “coming”).  Its blending of memory and hope helps us to give voice to our
present faith as we stand between the past and the future.



Music reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-727822. All rights reserved.
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Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates 93

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Georg Weissel, 1642; trans. Catherine Winkworth, 1855, 1863
MUSIC: Musica Sacra, c. 1778

TRURO
LM

Beginning as a paraphrase of Psalm 24:7–10, this text then applies the door imagery to the singer’s heart, and
concludes with the individual’s welcome of the approaching Savior. It is set to a very effective anonymous
18th-century English tune that has served many texts.



Advent Season of Giving - White Gifts Reimagined: First Presbyterian Church will continue to 
bless several organizations with gift s wrapped in white. Each Sunday in Advent, we will collect gift s for an 
identifi ed organization. For the wish lists of each organization, visit www.fpcspartanburg.com/whitegift s. Th ere 
is also an option on the webpage to Give a Monetary Donation.

  Sunday, November 29 - Th ornwell
  Sunday, December 6 - Cleveland Academy of Leadership
  Sunday, December 13 - Mobile Meals
  Sunday, December 20 - Hope Center for Children
 Please bring your gift  to the Front of the Sanctuary/MorningSong Worship either... 1) Prior to the service; 2) 

Following the service; or 3) You may let your child(ren) bring it forward during Th e Word for Children. 

Angel Tree: Th is holiday season FPC will participate in a Virtual Angel Tree (no contact) to remind the local 
children of prisoners that they are loved and not forgotten, not only by their incarcerated parents but also by 
their Heavenly Father. Please sponsor one or more of these 120 children by giving $42 through our online 
portal; the sponsored gift s will be sent directly to the Angel Tree kids. Each gift  package will include a gift  card, 
a personal message from the parent, an age-appropriate Gospel presentation, and an opportunity to request a 
Bible. For more information on how to support this long-standing, impactful ministry: www.fpcspartanburg.
org/angel-tree. On the Angel Tree Website, please use the access code: NAYLH. Th e deadline to sponsor online 
is December 8. Questions? Contact Brandt Goodwin (brandtgoodwin@gmail.com).

Participate in a Reverse Advent Calendar: Start with an empty box, and each day add the designated 
item to your box. On Christmas Eve, bring your full box to church. All donations will go to TOTAL Ministries. 
Decorate your box with Christmas/Advent theme and fi ll it so we can share hope and joy to others this Advent 
season. 

December 1 - Box of Cereal; December 2 - Peanut Butter; December 3 - Stuffi  ng Mix; December 4 - Boxed Potatoes; 
December 5 - Macaroni and Cheese; December 6 - Canned Fruit; December 7 - Canned Tomatoes; December 8 - 
Canned Tuna; December 9 - Dessert Mix; December 10 - Jar of Applesauce; December 11 - Canned Sweet Potatoes; 
December 12 - Cranberry Sauce; December 13 - Canned Beans; December 14 - Box of Crackers; December 15 - 
Package of Rice; December 16 - Box of Oatmeal; December 17 - Package of Pasta; December 18 - Spaghetti Sauce; 
December 19 - Chicken Noodle Soup; December 20 - Tomato Soup; December 21 - Can of Corn; December 22 
- Can of Mixed Vegetables; December 23 - Can of Carrots; December 24 - Can of Green Beans.

Advent at First Presbyterian
First Sunday of Advent, November 29: Family Advent Celebration
Second Sunday of Advent, December 6

• Communion in Morning Worship Services
• 5:00pm Shelter Worship Service in Fogartie Hall

Th ird Sunday of Advent, December 13: Special Music in Sanctuary Worship
Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 20

• Lessons and Carols in MorningSong
• Special Broadcast of 2019 Moravian Love Feast

Monday, December 21: Service of Comfort and Light - 6:00pm, Sanctuary
Th ursday, December 24, Christmas Eve

• 11:00am  Christmas Eve Worship - Sanctuary
• 4:00pm  Family Service – Front Lawn (rain location: Gym)
• 7:00pm  Christmas Eve Candlelight Service – Front Lawn (rain location: Sanctuary)
• 11:00pm  We will be rebroadcasting our 2019 Messiah Service, featuring our Chancel Choir.

LIFE OF THE CHURCH
Sunday, November 29, 2020


