
WELCOME to 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Spartanburg, SC

First Presbyterian Church is a community of believers committed to
“Glorifying God and Sharing Christ Together through Word and Deed.”

SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

DECEMBER 20, 2020

11:00AM SANCTUARY

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

Pre-Service Music

Welcome and Invitation  

Introit  Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light J. S. Bach

Please Stand



Lighting of the Advent Wreath: Love 
Unison Prayer
 Heavenly Father,
  creator of the world,
  thank you for the promise of love.
 Guide us as we prepare
  for the coming of Jesus Christ,
  who brings light to the world. Amen.

 Hymn 119 Hark! Th e Herald Angels Sing Mendelssohn

Hymn printed at end of bulletin

Litany of Confession  
One: You shower gift s on your people, O God, and forgive their faults.
All: We keep accounts and settle old scores.
One: You make peace, sending Christ as a sign of reconciliation and hope.
All: We make war and call it peacekeeping.
One: You give us a source of confi dence as your Spirit is sent into our midst.
All: We cause others to be restless, in our anxiety and self-concern.
 Forgive, and free us, that we may be renewed to serve your people with goodwill.

 Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon  
One: Th e truth is this: As the heavens opened, God spoke and proclaimed that Christ was the chosen one.
All: Our Savior proclaims that all who truly believe are cleansed of their sin.
One: Friends, believe the good news of the gospel. In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.
All: Amen and Amen.

 Response  St. Louis
How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift  is given!

So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heaven.
No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin,

where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in.

 Passing of the Peace  
One: Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given,
 and he shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
 May the love and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.
One: Let us greet each other as we share the love of Christ.



PROCLAIMING THE WORD

The Word for Children  

Sung Prayer for Illumination        My Lord Will Come Will Todd

Scripture Reading Matthew 1:18-25
 One: Hear what the Spirit speaks to the Church. 

Sermon  Th e Power of a Dream Dr. J. Lewis Johnson

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

 Affirmation of Faith  
 The Apostles’ Creed (Unison)

I believe in God the Father Almighty; Maker of heaven and earth;  
And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; 
 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,
 suff ered under Pontius Pilate, was crucifi ed, dead, and buried; 
He descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; 
He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
 from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; 
 the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 
 the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People  
 The Lord's Prayer (Unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Th y name. 
Th y kingdom come. Th y will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 
For Th ine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings  
 Advent Season of Giving Emphasis: Hope Center for Children

Offertory How Great Our Joy Craig Courtney 



 Doxology  Regent Square
All creation, join in praising God the Father, Spirit, Son,
evermore your voices raising to the eternal Th ree in One:

come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the coming king!

Prayer of Thanksgiving  

BEARING THE WORD TO THE WORLD

 Hymn 113 Angels We Have Heard on High Gloria

Hymn printed at end of bulletin

 Charge and Benediction 

 Closing Voluntary Hark, the Herald Angels Sing Neil Harmon 

Th e Advent Greens in the Sanctuary

are given to the Glory of God
and in loving memory of 

John Walton (Jack) West, Minnie Sangster Duck,
Susie Auten West, and Lanie Matthews Kabrick

by Linda Sangster West.



Please wear your mask while on the Church Campus. 

Observe Social Distancing with other households.

Hand sanitizer stations are available in the Narthex and Tower Room.

Smile with your eyes; wave at your neighbor. 

In order to maintain social distancing, please exit as dismissed by the ushers. 

Feel free to fellowship outdoors prior to and following the worship service. 

Thank you for your assistance.

Participating in Today’s Worship Service

Dr. J. Lewis Johnson
Rev. J. Robert Bannan, Jr.

Rev. L. Craig Foster
Rev. Joanne R. Hull
Rev. Leslie A. Lang

Advent Candlelighters
Samantha and Will Adair,

Anne Caroline and Elizabeth 

Holt Andrews, Director
Marcia Andrews, Organist

Additional Musicians
Quartet:

Valerie MacPhail
Lisa Cunningham

Reel Robertson
Paul MacPhail
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Music reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-727822. All rights reserved.
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Moravian Love Feast: Th is Aft ernoon at 5:00pm, we will be re-broadcasting our 2019 Moravian Love Feast, 
with a special live introduction from Ginger Shuler.

Tomorrow - Service of Comfort and Light: Are the holidays made more diffi  cult this year because of 
a loss or sadness in your life? You are invited to join us for an intimate time of worship on Monday, December 21, 
at 6:00pm in the Sanctuary. Th is "Service of Comfort and Light," which includes communion and candlelighting, 
is especially for those who struggle during the Christmas season.

Christmas Eve Services, Thursday, December 24
All non-designated gift s (currency, coins, or checks) collected with the Off ering during the Worship Services on 

Christmas Eve will be used to support our Winter Warmth Mission Project. 
Remember to bring your full, decorated box of food (Reverse Advent Calendar) and place it in the Tower Room. 
11:00am  Christmas Eve Worship - Sanctuary

Th is will be our only planned indoor service. For those that may have evening plans, please join us 
for this very special worship service on Christmas Eve Morning in the Sanctuary. 

 4:00pm Family Service – Front Lawn (rain location: Gym)
Come to our Family Christmas Eve service on the Front Lawn (Bring a Chair!). Instead of dressing 
as your favorite angel or animal, this year we ask you to make an ornament with your favorite Bible 
story from this year’s Family Advent celebration. Th ere will be time throughout the service for your 
family to bring the ornament forward to fi ll our tree. Use your creativity and share your favorite story! 

 7:30pm Christmas Eve Candlelight Service – Front Lawn (rain location: Sanctuary)
A diff erent take on our traditional candlelight service. Join us in front of the Sanctuary for a 
candlelight service featuring the spoken word and Christmas music led by brass. Please bring your 
own chairs and, if needed, fl ashlights (cell phone fl ashlights are perfect). Candles will be provided to 
all participants.

11:00pm Messiah Rebroadcast
At 11:00pm, we will be rebroadcasting our 2019 Messiah Service, featuring our Chancel Choir.

ONE Worship Service: Next Sunday, December 27, we will worship together as a Church Family at 11:00am 
in the Sanctuary. All other services and classes will not meet.

Year-End Giving: For credit as 2020 contributions, donations must be received in the church fi nancial offi  ce or 
postmarked by December 31, 2020. Any contributions received or postmarked on or aft er January 1, 2021 will be 
considered as 2021 contributions. For information, contact Lynise Clarke; 208-2130 / lclarke@fpcspartanburg.org.

Recommendations for CNC: Th e Congregational Nominating Committee is seeking a slate of nine members 
from the congregation to replace members who will rotate off  the CNC. Members will serve for one year and will 
be charged with the nomination of Church offi  cers. Please submit your nomination(s) here: www.fpcspartanburg.
org/events/recommendation-for-cnc. Deadline is Th ursday, December 31, 2020. 

Witness Season 2021 will be here soon (February)! We are looking for volunteers 
for the Witness Season Committee to help coordinate our response and prayerful 
giving to Ministry of Hope Lesotho, a mission we have supported for a long time 
(www.ministryofh opelesotho.org). We need men, women, and youth who want to 
help for two months on this project! If you would like to volunteer to be part of this 
committee, please reach out to Pastor Leslie at llang@fpcspartanburg.org or 2021 
Witness Season Chair, Holly Hoenig at hollycaustin@hotmail.com.

LIFE OF THE CHURCH for SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2020

393 East Main Street
Spartanburg, SC 29302

864/583-4531
www.fpcspartanburg.org


