
This month’s First News is full of
opportunities to engage and grow
in our faith, fellowship, and
service to others. Know that every
opportunity is open to every
person. The Spirit is alive in this
place. We invite you to come and
be a part of it!

Blessings to you on the journey, 

Rev. Alan F. Dyer
Senior Pastor
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR
Why Jesus?

That is the question we are
exploring this Lent. At the
surface it is a simple question.
But when was the last time we
asked ourselves whether we
truly know just who it is we are
following?! According to the
scriptures, Jesus is a master at
defying people’s expectations
and assumptions – he interrupts
career paths, gets into trouble at
church, and even befriends
enemies. To walk in his
footsteps is to follow someone
who invites us to find our lives
by giving our lives away in
service to God and others. 

Indeed, the journey of
discipleship is not always an
easy one. And yet, as we come
to better understand who Jesus
is, we in turn begin to learn why
following him is the only way to
discover the true meaning and
purpose of our own lives.
Whether you are in church
often or haven’t been in a long
time, I hope you will join your
FPC family this Lent and Easter
as we seek answers to life's
deepest questions and discover
again the joy and fulfillment that
come from walking in the
footsteps of Christ.
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Holy Week & Easter
AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH



Good Friday
MARCH 29, 2024

9:00am-5:00pm  Chapel Open for Prayer
7:00pm Tenebrae Worship Service (Sanctuary)

MARCH 31, 2024

Easter Sunday
6:30am Sunrise Service (Columbarium)

After the service, you are invited to fellowship in the Perrin Room

8:30am Early Worship (Sanctuary)
9:00am Contemporary Worship (Fogartie Hall)

10:00am Fellowship on the Front Lawn
11:00am Traditional Worship (Sanctuary)

Palm Sunday
MARCH 24, 2024

8:30am  Early Worship (Chapel)

9:00am Contemporary Worship (Fogartie Hall)
Children will participate in a palm procession during the Service

11:00am Traditional Worship (Sanctuary)
Palm Procession

Maundy Thursday
MARCH 28, 2024

5:30pm  Dinner in Fogartie Hall
6:30pm Worship in Fogartie Hall

The Cross of Flowers is an annual tradition. We invite you to place
flowers on the rough-hewn cross on the lawn, representing the new

life we receive through Christ’s resurrection.



FINDING SOLACE
IN MONTREAT

Our family has always enjoyed the congregational
retreat and would look forward to it each year. It
is a wonderful time filled with fellowship, fun, and
FOOD! 

Our family went on several retreats when our kids
were younger because it was a way to escape the
hustle and bustle of daily life to the solace and
beauty of Montreat. It’s a quick and easy car trip,
yet a completely different environment. We liked
that the retreat had something for all ages. The
kids had great activities planned for them, and
the adults could focus on their programming and
have time to socialize with each other. The
fellowship was our favorite part of the retreats.
We were able to meet and get to know other
church members that we may have seen on
Sundays but hadn't really had the chance to
connect with. 

We have so many favorite memories from our
weekends at Montreat. Some include the kids
playing on the playground and in the creek, game
nights and Sunday services in the Convocation
Hall, wonderful educational sessions on Saturday
mornings, paddle boating on Lake Susan,
matching shirts and group pictures on the stairs,
sharing meals together in the dining hall, ice
cream socials, and spontaneous conversations in
the lobby...just to name a few!

We would encourage new families and new
church members to attend this year’s retreat. It
was a fabulous way to get to know others in a
very relaxed environment. Just recently at
church, I saw someone we attended a retreat
with, and we laughed about our shared
experiences and expressed how much we
enjoyed those days.

Going on congregational retreats was so much
fun and spiritually refreshing for me. I always
came home feeling so at peace and with a
renewed sense of faith and my place in the
church.

by Kristen Raynor

2024 Congregational Retreat

May 3-5, 2024
Montreat Conference Center

For complete information and 
to register by March 15, 

visit fpcspartanburg.org/retreat.

At the Well



SERVING OTHERS

COST: $20/PERSON | $75/FAMILY (4+)
PRICE INCLUDES LUNCH, SUPPLIES, AND A T-SHIRT

REGISTRATION ENDS MARCH 30

FPCSPARTANBURG.ORG/DAYOFSERVICE

Angels Charge Ministry
Lunch & Learn

March 18, 2024 in Fogartie Hall
Doors open at 11:45am

Join us for lunch to hear about Angels Charge Ministry and what we do to
help women who come to us after being released from incarceration.

Founder and Director Pastor Nannie Jeffries will speak along with an
ACM resident, Dr. Jennifer Parker, and ACM Board Chair James Winfrey.

You may consider a love donation of $10 to cover the cost of lunch. 
For more information and to register your attendance, visit

angelschargeministry.org or scan the QR code.

FPC’s Medical Mission to the Dominican Republic (February 3-10, 2024)



MEET KATE LANCASTER
SCHOOL 
McCracken Middle School

SPORTS
JV Viking Lacrosse, Golf Team

ACTIVITIES
Spartanburg Philharmonic Youth Orchestra (violin),
piano with Marcia Andrews, Girl Scouts, Region and
All-State Orchestra, Beta Club

FAVORITE MUSICIAN
Taylor Swift

FAVORITE FOOD
Mac and Cheese 

FAVORITE CHURCH ACTIVITIES
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service, Summertime
Lunches on the Lawn, Youth Trips

FAVORITE BIBLE STORY
Zacchaeus (Luke 19:1-10)

THE YOUTH CONNECTION
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Body

Kate Lancaster loves being part of First Pres – she was
born, baptized, and raised within our church family. She
loves music and art and has made many special gifts for
others using her talent. Kate has a fairly extreme love of
mac and cheese, and even asked Santa for some when
she was little. He delivered!
 
Kate says her favorite things about First Presbyterian
are the candlelight services on Christmas Eve, youth
weekend trips, and summer lunches on the lawn. Her
favorite Bible story is from the song Zacchaeus because
it teaches us that Jesus treats all people kindly and
enjoys them no matter who they are or what they do.

“Christmas Eve Candlelight Service is so special
and everything is quiet as we walk out of church –

it connects you with God as you start the
Christmas celebration.”

Get to Know the Youth of First Presbyterian Church



Go on an adventure this summer to Camp Firelight! 
Our VBS will teach children to trust God no matter what
situation life brings, know God is always with them, and

feel confident sharing the good news of God’s love
through Jesus Christ. 

Registration opens March 1! 
Scan the QR code or visit 

fpcspartanburg.org/vbs to sign up.

KIDS @ FIRST

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
June 3-6 from 9am-12pm

Rising 4k-6th Grade

MONTREAT PLAY DATES
June 22 and July 20

Rising 4k-6th Grade

Spend the day rock-hopping in the creek, playing
on the playground, and enjoying games in the
Youth Center during our Montreat Play Dates!

$10 per child
Registration opens March 1! 

Scan the QR code or visit 
fpcspartanburg.org/montreatplaydate

 to sign up.

EASTER EGG HUNT!
March 20 at 6:15pm

Join us for an after-dinner Easter Egg hunt 
Wednesday, March 20! 

In preparation for the egg hunting fun, donations of pre-filled plastic
eggs are needed. Eggs can be filled with stickers, small toys, or
candy. Drop off to the church office or to Kara Clark, Director of

Children’s Ministries, by March 17. 



CONNECT WITH FPC
Art and BBQ with 

JOY Fellowship 
Tuesday, March 12

Take an art tour of the Johnson Gallery and AC Hotel
gallery and enjoy a barbecue lunch with your 

JOY Fellowship friends! 

Church buses will leave at 10:00am 
from the Family Life Center.

Space is limited. Please sign up by Friday, March 8 at
fpcspartanburg.org/joy or by scanning the QR code.

  A Day in the Life...
Thursday, May 2

7:00pm in the Sanctuary

The First Presbyterian Church Chamber Singers 
and Orchestra present

Save the date for this special performance of
(mostly) sacred music celebrating the joys,

sorrows, beauty and wonder of the everyday.

Are you looking for a place to sow your seeds for Christ 
at First Presbyterian Church? 

Provide one-to-one Christian caring to someone experiencing
challenges in life. As a Stephen Minister, you serve one hour

a week on a flexible schedule in person or on the phone.
There is also one group meeting per month. 

A Stephen Minister is a good listener and 
no experience is required. 

For more information, contact Dana Halliday 
at danahalliday1@charter.net.

Begins August 2024

Stephen Ministry Class 
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VIEW FROM THE COURT

For many parents, having their children
participate in church league basketball
provides a safe and known environment. For
others, the tradition of participating in church
league basketball takes them back to their
childhood. FPC’s basketball program allows
children to play, hang out with their friends,
practice, and grow in a space that begins to
feel like home (thanks to Mrs. Colleen and Mrs.
Kara). 

Seeing the children recognize and root for their
church mates in the same color green jerseys
from game to game shows that the children
learn lessons beyond how to dribble. They
learn sportsmanship, comradery, and how to
be good friends. These are the things that
make memories and sustain FPC’s church
league basketball program year over year. 

The many volunteers who put their time and
energy into the basketball program every
season are happy for a great 2023-2024
season and look forward to the next. You will
find coaches teaching children life lessons
about friendship, hard work, sportsmanship,
and (we hope) a little dribbling, too!

Each year, FPC’s Recreation Committee
undertakes its largest outreach ministry by
programming church league basketball for
children in 1st through 12th grade. Though a
monumental commitment, Recreation Director
Colleen Darrall and the many volunteers know
the rewards are just as big.

This year, FPC had its highest participation rate
in recent history, with 179 players forming 20
teams. Not only did the church provide a
basketball experience for nearly140 of its own
church family, but this program was able to
minister to and invite in approximately 40
children and families who do not belong to our
church. Likewise, every Saturday, our beautiful
gym welcomed the families of third and fourth
grade boys across Spartanburg competing in
church league basketball. 

FPC
BASKETBALL

2023-2024

by Josh Thompson



Visit fpcspartanburg.org/waf or scan the QR code 
to register for dinner 

and to sign up as a WAF volunteer.

March 6
Fried Chicken
Rice and Gravy
Carrot Souffle
Salad Bar 
Bread
Dessert

     5:00pm - Dinner in Fogartie Hall
     6:30pm - Programming

March 13
Irish Stew
Mashed Potatoes
Green Beans
Irish Soda Bread
Dessert

March 20
FOR KIDS OF ALL AGES!
Tacos and Fajitas
Black Beans
Rice
Salad Bar
Special Desserts

March 27
No Wednesdays @ First 

Children’s Menu
Chicken Tenders (Mar. 6 & 13)
Homemade Mac & Cheese
Fruit Cup
Cookie
Juice Box

Will Willimon’s book Why Jesus? explores the life of the
fascinating preacher from Nazareth and how Jesus
continues to show us the true meaning of our lives by
challenging and inviting us into service for God.

Why Jesus? Book Discussion
March 6 and 20 at 6:30pm in Fogartie Hall

Bring your basket, and meet Mrs. Kara in the gym for an
Easter Egg Hunt! 

Children’s Easter Egg Hunt
March 20 at 6:15pm

First News | Page 10

Join our 50 singers from grades K-5th as they share what
they have been learning about music and the Christian
faith over the past three months.

Children’s Choir Concert
March 13 at 6:30pm in the Sanctuary

Children’s Choir Concert 2023



MATT & KATIE KELLY

NORI & WILEY BOURNE

KATHERINE POSS

Christian Sympathy
David Foy, on the death of his brother, 

Jonathan A. Foy

Tish Carry, on the death of her mother, 
Peninnah Hopkins Smith

Sally Shuford, on the death of her brother, 
William H. Nichols

Kitty Googer, on the death of her father, 
Kenneth Maurice Sanchagrin

PASTORAL CONCERNS THROUGH FEBRUARY 15, 2024

Welcome
OUR NEW MEMBERS

Discover FPC
Discover FPC classes are offered for visitors and new
members to learn more and ask questions about First

Presbyterian Church, our values, mission, and programs.

These classes are open to anyone, 
and joining is optional!

June 9
One day class after church

Beginning September 8
A series of three classes each 

Sunday after church

Why is Discover FPC important? 
As Christians we are always seeking to learn and grow in
our walk with Christ. By being engaged and involved in
the life of the church, you will experience a community
committed to serve and glorify God by sharing Christ

together through word and deed.

Contact Cathy Bagwell, Visitor and New Member
Coordinator, at cbagwell@fpcspartanburg.org if you have

any questions and if you plan to attend Discover FPC.

Births
Congratulations to 

Amanda and Michael Cecil, 
on the birth of their daughter, 

Foster Buchannan Cecil
on Thursday, December 28, 2023
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