
install a water purification system at 
the church (partnering with Living 
Waters for the World). This would 
also be a great way for the church 
to serve the community at large. 
You will hear much more about this 
exciting project in the upcoming 
weeks, but in the meantime, feel free 
to visit livingwatersfortheworld.org 
to learn more about this important 
ministry.  

I continue to be humbled by the 
generosity of this church and its heart 
for mission. I look forward to seeing 
what the upcoming year holds for us 
as we seek to prayerfully join in the 
work that God is already doing all 
around us and in the world! 

Peace,
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When I think about international 
missions at First Presbyterian Church, 
the first word that comes to mind is 
“relationship.” I deeply admire the 
fact that First Pres has had long-term 
partnerships in both the Dominican 
Republic and Cuba (we have been 
traveling to the DR since 1994 and 
to Cuba since 2008). February is a 
very busy mission month, and I am 
excited to share some highlights 
with you! 

First of all, a mission team of 25 people 
is traveling to the San Juan region of 
the Dominican Republic February 
4th-11th for the first time since 
2020. This group includes surgeons, 
dentists, nurses, construction crew, 
2 pastors (Alan and myself), as well 
as several of our youth. Throughout 
the week, our team works with Solid 
Rock International to partner directly 
with staff in the Dominican Republic 
and to serve the vast medical need 

throughout the region. Please be in 
prayer for us as we travel and share 
Christ’s love with others! 

Secondly, I am really excited about 
the Witness Season project for this 
year. Our congregation has had a 
longstanding relationship with the 
Reformed Presbyterian Church in 
Santa Clara, Cuba. Living conditions 
have always been challenging, but the 
group who visited this past November 
noted that life there seemed even more 
difficult than before. Currently, the 
closest source of water to the church 
is eighteen kilometers away, and 
transportation issues plus the cost of 
fuel has made it increasingly difficult 
to access clean water. 

After much conversation between our 
church and with our sister congregation 
in Santa Clara, we have prayerfully 
decided that our Witness Season goal 
for 2023 will be to raise money to 

Leslie Lang
Associate Pastor for Young Adults & Missions

Youth Confirmation Retreat (January 20 - 21)
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UPCOMING HAPPENINGS

Scan this QR code to make your dinner reservation

or vis it  https://fpcspartanburg.org/grow/waf 

 Ch i ld  $7 ,  Adul t  $10,  Senior  $9 ,  Fami ly  $30

 Addi t iona l  charge  for  to-go orders  -  $1  per  meal

February 1
Pastor Ansley's Choice

Spaghetti Casserole, Italian Green Beans, Salad Bar,
Italian Bread, Dessert & Beverage

 
 

February 8
Pot Roast, Rice, Fried Apples, Salad Bar, Bread,

Dessert & Beverage
 
 

February 15
Chicken Salad Casserole, Green Beans, Cranberry Sauce,

Salad Bar, Bread, Dessert & Beverage
 
 

February 22
Meat Loaf, Mashed Potatoes, Peas with Pearl Onions,

Salad Bar, Bread, Dessert & Beverage
 

 
 

Weekly Kid's Menu
Chicken Tenders with Dipping Sauces,

Mac & Cheese, Fruit Cup,
Dessert & Juice Box

MONTH OF
MISSIONS
6:30-7:15PM IN FOGARTIE HALL

FAITH INITIATIVE TO END CHILD POVERTY
with Scott Neely, the organization’s newly hired director.

FEBRUARY 1

PANEL DISCUSSION ON POVERTY IN SPARTANBURG
with leaders of our church’s Community Impact Ministries: 
CAST, Hand in Hand, and Neighborhood Meal Ministry

FEBRUARY 8

REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT IN SPARTANBURG
with Austin Donahoo of World Relief and members of our 
Good Neighbor Team

FEBRUARY 15

WHEN YOU REGISTER VIA THE QR CODE BELOW, YOU WILL
BE PLACED IN A SMALL GROUP OF 8-12 CHURCH FOLKS, 

WHO WILL ALL BRING SOMETHING FOR THE MEAL.  
 

YOU WILL SELECT YOUR GROUP TYPE PREFERENCE -
INTERGENERATIONAL, OR YOUR “SAME DECADE”.  

 
YOUR HOST WILL REACH OUT VIA EMAIL THE WEEK 

BEFORE WITH THEIR ADDRESS AND THE MENU.  
 

THIS GREAT CONNECTING OPPORTUNITY IS OPEN TO ALL.
THE MORE THE MERRIER!

Acts 2:46
DINNERS

FELLOWSHIP WITH FAITH FRIENDS

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 26
5:30 - 7:30PM

HAVE QUESTIONS OR WANT TO HOST?
CONTACT ANSLEY PAGE
(APAGE@FPCSPARTANBURG.ORG)

DAY BY DAY … THEY WERE TAKING THEIR
MEALS TOGETHER WITH GLADNESS AND
SINCERITY OF HEART .  ACTS 2 :46

For more information, please visit
uwpiedmont.org/freetaxpreparation

free tax prep
If your household earned less than $60,000 last year, you qualify 

to file your taxes for free through United Way of the Piedmont’s 

free tax preparation program. Their Volunteer Income Tax 

Assistance (VITA) program provides free income tax assistance to 

thousands of families across Spartanburg, Cherokee, and Union 

counties every year. This program ensures that clients receive all 

the tax credits and deductions for which they are eligible. 

This year, First Presbyterian is happy to 
host one of the VITA locations. 

You must make an appointment by calling 
866-892-9211.
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YOUTH & CAMPUS 
MINISTRIES

CHILDREN’S 
MINISTRY

Y O U T H  S U N D A Y  2 0 2 3

F E B R U A R Y  1 9

Jesus often told parables to help 
illustrate the kingdom of God, giving 
his listeners a more tangible and 
relatable reality. In the Gospel of Luke, 
Jesus uses many powerful parables to 
guide his followers towards a closer 
relationship with God. In the coming 
weeks in children’s Sunday School 

(ages 3-12) we will be looking at some of the most memorable 
parables and unpacking what Jesus is teaching us through 
each lesson. We will spend time studying the lost sheep, the 
forgiving father, the good Samaritan, the two houses, and the 
sower and the seed. These are amazing stories to encourage 
our children to look at the world not through our human eyes, 
but through the lens of our faith. 

I hope your child can join us from 9:45-10:45am each Sunday 
in February in the Clark Building! Please email me if you have 
any questions.

Kara Clark
Director of Children’s Ministry

ENDOWMENT ADVANCEMENT

Endowment
Dinner

Y O U  A R E  C O R D I A L L Y
I N V I T E D  T O  T H E  2 0 2 3

J O I N  U S  F O R  A  F R E E  D I N N E R  A N D  D I S C U S S I O N
O F  T H E  F P C  1 8 4 3  E N D O W M E N T  F U N D .

L E A R N  A B O U T  T H E  L E G A C Y  F E L L O W S H I P  A N D  H O W
Y O U  C A N  S U P P O R T  T H E  M I S S I O N S ,  M I N I S T R I E S ,
A N D  F A C I L I T I E S  O F  F I R S T  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H .

D E A D L I N E  T O  R E G I S T E R
I S  M A R C H  1 3

M A R C H  2 1 ,  2 0 2 3
5 : 3 0 P M  I N  F O G A R T I E  H A L L
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MINISTRY OF MISSIONS

HEALTH MINISTRY

Prayers for our
D.R. Mission Team
We will be sending a team of 25 people on a medical
mission trip to the Dominican Republic on February 4-11. 
Please keep these faithful servants in your prayers:

Martha Barre
Bert Barre
Sallie Barre
Greg Colbath
Helen Colbath
Carson Reagan Conard
William DeVore
J.R. Dunbar
John Dunbar Jr.
Brayley Dunn
Alan Dyer
April Gravley

Misha Gregory
Mary English Hammett
Rob Hammett
Kathleen Irvin
Leslie Lang
Hans Lopez
Eric Nease
Kam Neely
Wade Cooper Neely
Tanner Oldham
Sharlene Parmley
Pamela Tatham
William Wheeler

at FPC
BLOOD DRIVE
February 12

8:00 - 1:00
In the Parking Lot

(Check-In in the Gym)

Register with Beth Cecil
bcecil@fpcspartanburg.org

Each donation gives
$20 to the church

within 24 hours of donation

Each donor receives
a $30 gift card



PAGE 5

Yoga Classes
in the activity room

Mon/Wed/fri
7:15am (0n z00m)

9:15am (0n the track)

Mon-Thurs | 7:00am-8:00pm
Friday | 7:00am-2:00pm

Saturday | 7:00am-12:00pm

Mon/Wed | 8:15am
$5 per class

Gym Hours Bootcamp
Classes

RECREATION MINISTRY

FREE PLAY TIME
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 13

9:00AM-3:00PM IN THE GYM

SCHOOLS MAY BE CLOSED, BUT WE'RE NOT!

CHILDREN  12 AND UNDER MUST BE SUPERVISED BY A PARENT OF GUARDIAN.

OUR COURTS WILL BE OPEN FOR
BASKETBALL, VOLLEYBALL, RUNNING,

AND GENERAL FREE PLAY!



PAGE 6

PASTORAL CONCERNS

In Memoriam

(THROUGH JANUARY 20,  2023)

Frances Fountain Shaw McDowell 
mother of Jim Shaw

Monday, December 19, 2022

Anne Elizabeth Anderson
Saturday, December 24, 2022

Harry Pinckney Williams
father of Harriet Wilkes and Leslie Joyner

Friday, January 13, 2023

Ruth “Hobby” Hobbs Abernethy Evans
mother of Doug and George Evans

Saturday, January 14, 2023

Jane and Charles Neidenbach, on the birth of their daughter, Bella Jane Neidenbach, on Tuesday, January 3, 2023

Mr. and Mrs. David B. Miley (Deborah Lineberger) who were married on December 16, 2022
Mr. and Mrs. John Daniel DeBevoise (Eliza Smith) who were married on January 7, 2023

Vickie Edmonds, on the death of her husband, Robert Edmonds;
Dianne Gregory, on the death of her mother, Vera Sowell Riddle;

Betsy Cox, on the death of her husband, C. Michael Curtis;
Josh Summers, on the death of his father, Donald Summers.

Lyda Suzanne Brown, daughter of Megan and Hunter Brown, on January 15, 2023

Christian Sympathy
Christian sympathy is extended to:

Baptisms
The Sacrament of Baptism was administered to:

Births
Congratulations to:

Weddings
Congratulations to:

WELCOME OUR NEW MEMBERS!

Mike Brierton, Aundie Bishop, 
Edward, Mason, Patrick, Ellis, 

and Brooks Brierton

John and March Moody



PAGE 7

COMMUNICATIONS

A V A I L A B L E  O N  A L L  P O D C A S T  P L A T F O R M S

S E R M O N S  U P L O A D E D  E V E R Y  W E E K

FIR
ST PRESBYTERIAN

S E R M O N C A S T
Sign up for our

Weekly eNews!
Scan to Join!

Be the first to know 
what’s happening  
in the life of our church!

what once Was lost
has now been found

Check theCheck the
receptionist office!receptionist office!

Devotional Books

Available Throughout the Church
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Ash Wednesday
F E B R U A R Y  2 2

8 :00AM-
1 : 00PM

6 :30PM-
7 : 15PM

I M P O S I T I O N  O F  A S H E S  A N D  P R A Y E R
I N  T H E  C H A P E L

E V E N I N G  W O R S H I P  S E R V I C E
I N  T H E  S A N C T U A R Y


