
map existing services in the community 
aimed at ending child poverty, identifying 
key metrics to track, and organizing a 
second community-wide summit to 
happen later this year. We hope to share 
more detailed information about these 
exciting new steps very soon – stay tuned!

The ongoing work around FIECP is 
reflective of First Presbyterian’s broader 
commitment to being the hands and feet 
of Jesus Christ for the community and 
world in which we live. And so, as we begin 
this new year, I pray that we will not only 
strive to connect with one another but 
also recommit ourselves once again to our 
calling as disciples of Jesus Christ to love 
God and neighbor with all our heart, soul, 
mind, and strength.

Peace,
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Nearly four years ago, First Presbyterian 
Church Spartanburg joined with other 
local congregations to launch the Faith 
Initiative to End Child Poverty (FIECP). 
This effort was spurred by local research 
and census data which pulled back the 
curtain on the troubling fact that over 45% 
of children in the City of Spartanburg live 
in poverty. From its inception, the Faith 
Initiative has sought to foster relationship 
building and collaboration across racial 
and religious lines with the common goal 
of ending child poverty in our community. 

In April 2019, FPC hosted a “Poverty 
Summit” that brought together key 
stakeholders from across Spartanburg to 
learn, discuss, and plan toward that goal. 
Heading into 2020 there was momentum, 
energy, and excitement building around 
the Faith Initiative. And then… COVID. While 
the core leadership team has continued 
meeting and planning throughout the 
pandemic, COVID undeniably slowed 
much of the initial momentum around 
these important efforts. FPC and other 
individual congregations have been able 

to make headway on their own these past 
two years, but the community-wide spirit and 
coordination that marked the beginning of 
our efforts has largely been muted. 

So why share all of this now? Because I 
believe God’s call to this crucial work is just 
as strong today as it was four years ago. I was 
reminded of this in November when a group 
of about twenty-five faith leaders gathered in 
the Family Life Center for a presentation by 
Dr. Russell Booker – Executive Director of the 
Spartanburg Academic Movement. He spoke 
about the important role houses of worship 
play in fostering upward economic mobility 
in communities like ours. It was an inspiring, 
insightful, and reinvigorating afternoon for 
us all.

From that gathering came a decision by the 
group to hire a part-time director who will 
coordinate and lead FIECP’s efforts beginning 
in January 2023. The hope is that the director 
will help better structure our collective efforts 
by serving as chief convener and point of 
contact for the initiative moving forward. Key 
goals for the year ahead include working to Alan F. Dyer

Senior Pastor

Handel’s Messiah (Sunday, December 11)
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UPCOMING HAPPENINGS

Scan this QR code to make your dinner reservation

or vis it  https://fpcspartanburg.org/grow/waf 

 Ch i ld  $7 ,  Adul t  $10,  Senior  $9 ,  Fami ly  $30

 Addi t iona l  charge  for  to-go orders  -  $1  per  meal

January 11
Pastor Alan's Choice

Fried Chicken, Rice and Gravy, Black-eyed Peas, Salad,
Bread, Dessert & Beverage

 

Kid's Menu
Fried Chicken Leg, Mac & Cheese,
Fruit Cup, Dessert & Juice Box

 

January 18
 BBQ Beef Brisket or BBQ Chicken Leg, Baked Beans,

Cole Slaw, Roll, Dessert & Beverage
 

Kid's Menu
Chicken Tenders, Mac & Cheese,
Fruit Cup, Dessert & Juice Box

 

January 25
Penne Pasta with Vodka Sauce (red cream), Meatballs, 

Soup du Jour, Caesar Salad, Garlic Bread, Dessert & Beverage
 

Kid's Menu
Individual Pepperoni Pizza, Baby Carrot Sticks with Ranch

Dressing, Fruit Cup, Dessert & Juice Box

 

YOUNGER WOMEN'S

For more information, 
please reach out to Leslie Lang,
Donna Pulliam, or Carter Smith.

BIBLE STUDY
JANUARY 16 - MARCH 30

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS
6:15 - 7:15PM

9:15 - 10:15AM
THURSDAY MORNINGS

ADHD, Anxiety and Depression 
in Children and Adolescents

2023 Health Series

January 11, 16, 25 @ 6:30pm
During WAF

Featuring...
�Caleb Loring, Ph.D. (January 11)
�Budge Bean, MD & Jeff
Edwards, Ph.D. (January 18)
�Carrie Andrews Muthig, MD
(January 25)

Member, South Carolina
House of Representatives

(1995-2005)

GUEST SPEAKER

M A R T I N  L U T H E R  K I N G  J R .  W E E K E N D

More MLK Week events can be found on the back page!

Brenda Lee Pryce

COMBINED SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday, January 15

UN-DECK
THE HALLS

TUESDAY, JANUARY 3

( A N D  C H R I S M O N  T R E E S )

10:00AM IN THE TOWER ROOM

INTERESTED?
CONTACT LEANNE THURMOND

(LEANNE.THURMOND@GMAIL.COM) 

Acts 2:46
DINNERS

FUN & FELLOWSHIP 
WITH FAITH FRIENDS

MORE INFORMATION 
COMING SOON!

INTERESTED IN 
HELPING OR HOSTING?

CONTACT ANSLEY PAGE
 (APAGE@FPCSPARTANBURG.ORG)

DAY BY DAY … THEY WERE TAKING THEIR
MEALS TOGETHER WITH GLADNESS AND

SINCERITY OF HEART .  ACTS 2 :46
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

Our first annual 
Advent Paint Party 
was a huge success!

25 children in grades 
3rd-5th participated in 

a guided painting of 
Starry Night Nativity, 
led by Marsha Calvert 

and Callie Hammett.

It was a wonderful
morning together filled
with laughter, learning,

and beautiful art!

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Jesus!

During Children's Worship we celebrated Jesus' birth in style with a birthday party!

Volunteers
NeededChildren's 

Worship Helper
Children's

WAF Helper
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YOUTH & CAMPUS MINISTRIES

HEALTH MINISTRY

February 2023
Carrying an extra few pounds around from the holidays? Now is the time to unload that extra baggage.

Please join Beth Cecil in an opportunity to learn that food is not the enemy, but the medicine needed 
to rev up your sluggish, broken-down metabolism to turn your body into a fat burning furnace.

Learn how Haylie Pomroy’s “The Fast Metabolism Diet” implements her systematic rotation of 
targeted foods on specific days, at strategic times, to transform the body by cycling between

 rest and active recovery of the metabolism.

28 Day Challenge

Information Session: Thursday, January 19
2:00pm in the Large Private Dining Room

Challenge will begin Monday, January 30 
Weekly Meetings TBA

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
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MISSION UPDATES

C . A . S . T .
(Care, Accept, Share, Teach)
A Ministry for God’s Children Living in Motel Rooms

The Cuba Mission Team had an outstanding trip to our partner congregation in 
Santa Clara, Cuba November 11-16, 2022. Stay tuned in February for more information

about our next Witness Season project, which will support our friends in Cuba.

Cuba Mission Trip
Looking Back...

“In 2019 my family and I went through a really tragic moment. My family would move from motel to 
motel. I didn’t know what to do.  I was ready to give up. The social worker from my children’s school 
told me that someone from First Presbyterian Church had seen my children getting off the bus at The 
Super Lodge. We were invited to a Christmas Dinner. The day came for the dinner and my family, and 
I attended.  It was something I never would have believed. The volunteers from First Presbyterian 
Church family were so welcoming.  They showered us with so much love and genuine smiles it was 
as if they knew us.  They fed us with this delightful meal and gave us gifts. It was awesome and if you 
thought that is where it ended, they loaded us up in the bus and took us to Rack Room and bought 
each child a brand new pair of shoes of their choice. It was such an awesome experience even the 
parents left with baskets of useful gifts. Over the next months my family built relationships with First 
Presbyterian Church; I always had someone to talk to that was willing to listen. CAST helped me find a 
house and in 2020 our dreams came true. We finally were able to move into our very own home.  CAST 
helped with the deposit and rent and even furnished the place.

During the summers, CAST even provides transportation for my children to get back and forth to 
summer camps at First Presbyterian Church. They really enjoy themselves. They talk to them about 
God and help the children in areas they may be struggling in in school. They are fed breakfast and 
lunch. I am in a much better place now and I’m still part of the CAST Program and First Presbyterian. 
These are truly God’s angels and I want to thank them for everything they have done for my family. 
I love ya’ll and thank you, for without your big hearts and help I don’t know if I would have made it 
out of my struggles. Thank you.”  -Brittany, Mother of seven children

CAST has helped seventeen families move from homelessness to self sufficiency since it began 
in 2014. No family has returned to motel living. More than 125 children have been served. While 
more than 100 volunteers are members of First Presbyterian Church, scores of volunteers and donors 
represent many sister churches. Thank you, First Presbyterian Church!

Gloria Close and the CAST Crew
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PASTORAL CONCERNS

In Memoriam
(THROUGH DECEMBER 16,  2022)

Margaret Thrift Burnett 
Wednesday, November 23, 2022

Kathleen Mary Class 
mother of Michael Fisgus
Friday, December 2, 2022

Sheldon Lee Bennett
Thursday, December 8, 2022

Meredith and Wade Lindsey, on the birth of their daughter, Emma Caroline Lindsey, on November 28, 2022

Mr. and Mrs. David B. Miley (Deborah Lineberger) who were married on December 16, 2022

Rollins Lucas Nash, son of Chelsea France and Lucas Nash, on December 18, 2022
Lincoln Paul Gibas, son of Jana and Paul Gibas, on December 25, 2022

Baptisms
The Sacrament of Baptism was administered to:

Births
Congratulations to:

Weddings
Congratulations to:

Be the first to know what’s happening 
in the life of our church!

Sign up for our

Scan to Join!

Weekly eNews!

What once
Was lost

Has now
Been found!

Check theCheck the
receptionistreceptionist

office!office!

WELCOME OUR NEW MEMBERS!

Chris and Sidney Caggiano Jim and Sally Dyer Shawn and Janet Wilson

Booklets available for 
pickup throughout 

the church!

“These Days” 
Devotional

January-March 2023 Edition

First Presbyterian Church

Sermoncast
Our sermons are now available
on all podcast platforms!

Download and listen anywhere!

Just search "First Presbyterian Church Spartanburg" wherever you find podcasts!
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Yoga Classes
in the activity room

Mon/Wed | 8:15am Mon/Wed/fri
7:15am (0n z00m)

9:15am (0n the track)

Mon-Thurs | 7:00am-8:00pm
Friday | 7:00am-2:00pm

Saturday | 7:00am-12:00pm $5 per class

Gym Hours Bootcamp
Classes

RECREATION MINISTRY

White Gift Service
December 14, 2022
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