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the Sunday school class you haven’t 
been to in a long time (or ever!). Turn 
and introduce yourself to the person 
next to you in worship. Say a prayer 
for those new members who joined 
in April. These are the things that 
truly make a church come alive!

I loved the theme for Homecoming: 
“Rejoicing in our story!” There really 
is so much both past and present 
to rejoice about here at FPC. But 
friends the even better news is 
that, with God’s help, our greatest 
rejoicing is still ahead! 

With trust in God’s goodness,
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Rev. Alan F.  Dyer
Senior Pastor

Confirmation Class (April 23, 2023)

First Presbyterian is a congregation 
that is alive in every sense of the 
word. Take Sunday, April 23 for 
example. Whether you joined in-
person or online that week, God’s 
abundant love and joy were palpable 
during the Sanctuary service as we 
welcomed twenty-eight (!) new 
confirmands and six additional new 
members into the life and faith of 
the church. Moreover, by the time 
you read this we will have enjoyed 
an equally powerful Sunday of 
worship and fellowship as part of our 
Homecoming Celebration. 

This alive-ness is not something to 
take for granted. As our ministry 
together continues to grow and 
thrive, we must keep striving to 
make sure everyone – from first-
time visitors to long-time members 
– feels included. Some of that work 
is currently happening behind the 
scenes under the leadership of two 

Session-led Taskforces. These groups 
have been hard at work in recent 
months exploring ways to both re-
invigorate our MorningSong service 
and better coordinate it with our other 
Sunday worship offerings, as well as 
improve the navigability of our large 
campus through revamped signage. 
The Session has also been working 
with an outside expert to determine 
ways we can better align our staff and 
governance structures to live out God’s 
call. 

But the truth of the matter is that 
reports and taskforces and meetings 
can only take us so far. For a church to 
be and become the living body of Christ 
it must be full of people who are willing 
to share life together. Now is a great 
time to reach out to someone who you 
haven’t seen around for a long time 
– check in, say hello, go out to lunch. 
Invite someone new to join you for the 
weekly Bible study you attend. Drop by 
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UPCOMING HAPPENINGS

Bill’s Book ClubBill’s Book Club
May 2nd
The American 

Heiress
  by Daisy Goodwin

Come, join the lively disCussions
First tuesday oF the month (september thru june)
morning session 10:30am  -  evening session 7:00pm

William l. arthur Center

410 e. Kennedy st.
spartanburg, sC 29302

ContaCt: Cathy rush at Crush@FpCspartanburg.org

June 6th
Saving Freedom
  by Joe Scarborough

Beautiful Cora Cash 
of Newport Rhode 
Island suddenly finds 
herself Duchess of 
Wareham,  married 
to Ivo, the most 
eligible bachelor in 
England.  However, 
nothing is quite as it 
seems.

History called on 
Harry Truman to 
unite the Western 
world against Soviet 
communism.
How did one of 
the least prepared 
presidents to walk 
into the Oval Office 
become one of its 
most successful?

Spring

W E D N E S D A Y  M A Y  3 1

J O Y  F E L L O W S H I P

RSVP by Friday May 19
jshackleton@fpcspartanburg.org// 864-208-2132

1 1 : 3 0  A M  -  F O G A R T I E  H A L L

Luncheon

WOMEN'S CONNECTION
AUGUST 11–13, 2023

The Keynoter for the 2023 Montreat Women’s Connection
Conference is Kate Bowler. Kate is a three-time New York Times
bestselling author, podcast host, and an associate professor of
American religious history at Duke University. Other conference
leadership includes the Rev. Kathryn Johnston as preacher and
Dr. Margaret Aymer as Bible Scholar.

First Presbyterian Church has reserved spaces for 28 women to
go to the conference. We have also reserved the entirety of the
charming, historic, (and air conditioned!) Glen Rock Inn for our
group, right in the heart of Montreat, with ample gathering
space for participants to enjoy together. Meals will be in
Assembly Inn.

 For more information about the conference, 
visit fpcspartanburg.org/womensconnection

Acts 2:46
DINNERS

FELLOWSHIP WITH FAITH FRIENDS

SUNDAY, MAY 21

DAY BY DAY … THEY WERE TAKING THEIR
MEALS TOGETHER WITH GLADNESS AND

SINCERITY OF HEART .  ACTS 2 :46

LUNCH 12 :30 -  2 :00PM OR
DINNER 5:30 -  7 :30PM

YOU ARE INVITED TO JOIN A SMALL GROUP OF 10-12 CHURCH FOLKS FOR

A MEAL TOGETHER, SO YOU CAN HAVE A PROPER VISIT RATHER THAN A

RUSHED HELLO. WE HOPE THESE STAND-ALONE EVENTS WILL PROMOTE

NEW CONNECTIONS AND DEEPER FRIENDSHIPS.

 

WE WILL ONCE AGAIN BE OFFERING A LUNCH GROUP, AS WELL. 

FOR THE DINNERS, YOU WILL AGAIN HAVE THE CHOICE TO BE IN AN

INTERGENERATIONAL (22 Y.O. – 102 Y.O.) OR YOUR “SAME DECADE”

GROUP. YOUR HOST WILL REACH OUT THE WEEK BEFORE WITH THEIR

ADDRESS AND THE MENU, AND EVERYONE WILL BRING SOMETHING FOR

THE MEAL. THIS OPPORTUNITY IS OPEN TO ALL. THE MORE THE MERRIER!

RESERVATIONS ARE DUE BY NOON ON 
WEDNESDAY,  MAY 10 .

CONTACT ANSLEY PAGE
(APAGE@FPCSPARTANBURG.ORG)

QUESTIONS?

Summer Book DiscussionSummer Book Discussion
Thursday mornings

in June & July 
Thursday mornings

in June & July 

(llang@fpcspartanburg.org)(llang@fpcspartanburg.org)

Interested? 
Reach out to Rev. Leslie Lang

for more information!

Interested? 
Reach out to Rev. Leslie Lang

for more information!
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For rising 4k to rising 6th grade

10am-3pm

Get ready to
assemble on

June 5-8!

RegistrationClosed

FP
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PARTANBURGFP

C S
PARTANBURG

YOUTH SMR SZN 23YOUTH SMR SZN 23YOUTH SMR SZN 23

HEY YOUTH! 
Summer is right around the corner and we
have some awesome activities in the works!

Stay tuned for more info on:

GREENVILLE DRIVE GAME
GRADUATED HS SENIORS NIGHT
PAINTBALL
BOWLING/ARCADE TRIP
MOVIE NIGHT
MIDDLE SCHOOL MISSION WEEK
MONTREAT YOUTH CONFERENCE

@fpcsyouthandcampus

CHILDREN’S
MINISTRY

YOUTH & CAMPUS 
MINISTRIES

Yoga Classes
in the activity room

Mon/Wed | 8:15am Mon/Wed/fri
7:15am (0n z00m)

9:15am (0n the track)

Mon-Thurs | 7:00am-8:00pm
Friday | 7:00am-2:00pm

Saturday | 7:00am-12:00pm $5 per class

Gym Hours Bootcamp
Classes

RECREATION MINISTRY
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Dan Forrest
Weekend

M e e t  t h e  C o m p o s e r !
Friday, May 5,  5:30pm

Hors d 'oeuvres wi th Dan
 

Saturday, May 6,  12:30
Compl imentary Lunch and 

Q&A with Dan
 

 
Sunday, May 7,  10:00am

Adult  Sunday school  wi th Dan
speaking on his vocat ion as 

a Chr ist ian composer
 

Sunday, May 7,  3:00pm
Gala Concert with orchestra

featuring Dan's celebrated choral
composit ion Requiem for the Living

 Call  Cathy at 864-208-2155 to make lunch reservations

MUSIC MINISTRY

HEALTH MINISTRY

GRIEF GROUP

SIX-WEEK

Begins Monday, May 1 @ 5:30pm

Co-Facilitators:

Anna Rickell MSW, LISW-CP, CGP

Beth Cecil, Parish Nurse

Contact Joanie Shackleton to register - class limited to eight people.

(864) 208-2132 or jshackleton@fpcspartanburg.org
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MINISTRY OF MISSIONS

DAY OF SERVICEDAY OF SERVICE
S E C O N D  A N N U A L

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 14 (8:30AM-1 :00PM)

First Presbyterian Church Spartanburg has a long history of serving those in need, locally and internationally. 
Our partnership with Solid Rock International (SRI) in the Dominican Republic has been going strong for 
almost thirty years. With the exception of a break for Covid, we have had teams there every year – some years 
with as many as three teams. The teams provide medical, dental, visual, construction, child nutrition, and 
educational support.

Recently I was privileged to travel to San Juan de la Maguana for the dedication of a beautiful new 56 bed, Recently I was privileged to travel to San Juan de la Maguana for the dedication of a beautiful new 56 bed, 
46,000 square foot clinic that is expected to provide as many as 100,000 patient services annually.  Serving as 
president of the Solid Rock Board, I was also there for the groundbreaking nine years ago. The clinic was fully 
funded from contributions provided by churches, organizations, and mission teams over the past nine years, 
with signiicant donations coming from Spartanburg. The clinic is expected to become self-supporting within 
a few years.

Many of us who have traveled to the DR and supported the building of this wonderful facility were introduced Many of us who have traveled to the DR and supported the building of this wonderful facility were introduced 
to the ministry by Don and Kay McClure. I thought of them many times last week as I greeted individuals and 
church groups from all over the USA who were introduced to the DR through the trips led by the McClures 
beginning in the 1990’s. We at First Presbyterian and in San Juan de la Maguana owe them a debt of gratitude.
 
La gloria sea para Dios!
 
-Pat Tatham-Pat Tatham

*If you are interested in traveling to the DR with First Presbyterian Church February 3-10, 2024, please contact 
Rev. Leslie Lang or Greg Colbath for more information*
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PASTORAL CONCERNS

In Memoriam

(THROUGH APRIL 20,  2023)

Janet Pierce Reed
Wife of Cullen Reed, Jr. and mother of Len Reed

Monday, April 3, 2023

Thomas Edward Case
Monday, April 3, 2023

Roxanne King, on the death of her father, William Lee Nelson; 
Cliff McLellan, on the death of his mother, Ann Rogers, McLellan;

Susan Poss, on the death of her mother, Ray Gentry Henderson;
Tammy Greer, on the death of her father, Loren Fred Garrett;

Michael Keiser, on the death of his mother, JoAnn Faust.

Christian Sympathy
Christian sympathy is extended to:

WELCOME OUR NEW MEMBERS!

Kathleen Ford Mark & Jenny
Gresham

Thomas 
Huckabee

Jim McLeskeyJoe Ledbetter
(Husband of Lawson)

Alexandra
Poliakoff

Justin & Mary 
Kathryn Ward

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
SERMONCAST

EVERY SERMON.
ANYWHERE.

FIND US WHEREVER YOU
LISTEN TO PODCASTS!

Sign up for our
Weekly eNews!

Scan to Join!

Be the first to know 
what’s happening  
in the life of our church!
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EASTER & PALM SUNDAY 2023

Legacy
Fellowship

e First Presbyterian Legacy Fellowship honors 
friends and members of First Presbyterian Church who 
have named the church in their wills and/or estate plans.

Aer the launch of the Legacy Fellowship at the Aer the launch of the Legacy Fellowship at the 
endowment dinner on March 21, we have received over 
twenty--ve commitments from individuals and families  
who have chosen to support the church in perpetuity by 
joining the Legacy Fellowship.

If you would like to learn more about the 1843 Fund and If you would like to learn more about the 1843 Fund and 
the newly launched Legacy Fellowship, please visit 
fpcspartanburg.org/1843fund or contact Lynise Clarke 
at lclarke@fpcspartanburg.org.

Pastors
11:30AM - 1:00PM
FLC PARKING LOT

MAY

17
Join us for an afternoon of food, friends,

and fellowship, as well as a chance to
connect with your pastors! 

Make your reservation
by Monday, May 15

Sponsored by the JOY Fellowship

Picnic
WITH THE
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Pentecost
Sunday, May 28

ONE Worship Service

No Sunday School

On the Day of Pentecost, 
we celebrate the gift of the 
Holy Spirit descending in a mighty
rush of wind and flame to inspire
the church’s proclamation of
Christ’s rising and to empower its
mission and ministry to the world. 

11:00am | Sanctuary


