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visitors alike, “Every opportunity 
is open to every person!” So 
please reach out to any member of 
the clergy, staff, or lay leadership 
if you have questions or need help 
getting connected. We want each 
person to find their place in this 
place, because in doing so we 
bear witness to the good news 
that God’s story is very much still 
being written.

Peace,
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Rev. Alan F.  Dyer
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Women’s Connection Conference at Montreat (August 11-13)

F i r s t  P r e s b y t e r i a n  i s  a 
congregation full of stories. We 
have people who have traveled 
to just about every corner of 
the planet, climbed mountains, 
jumped out of planes, met 
presidents, worked fascinating 
jobs, and the list goes on… In fact, 
I even have it on good authority 
that at least one person in our 
church saw the Beatles live on 
their first tour of the U.S. in 1966!  
Even more amazing to me though 
is the collective story of our 
congregation. Across this family 
of faith are incredible examples 
of what is possible when our 
individual stories come together 
for the purposes of sharing the 
love and peace of Jesus Christ 
with others. 

And so, beginning on Rally Day – 
September 10 – we are going to 

embark on a three-month season 
of storytelling with a church-
wide focus this Fall that we are 
calling: “This Is Our Story.” In our 
worship, stewardship, and Christian 
formation opportunities, we are 
going to explore the ways that our 
story continues to tell the Story of 
God’s redemptive love at work. It 
will be a time for us to share with 
one another about where and how 
we see the Spirit at work in our own 
lives and through the ministry and 
mission of the church. Regardless 
of whether you have been to church 
a lot or a little in recent months (or 
years), I hope you will come add 
your story to the mix this Fall. 

To that end, as you peruse this 
month’s First News you will find that 
there is no shortage of opportunities 
to plug in to the life and faith of FPC. 
As I often like to tell members and 
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UPCOMING HAPPENINGS

Scan this QR code to make your dinner reservation

or vis it  https://fpcspartanburg.org/grow/waf 

 Ch i ld  $7 ,  Adul t  $10,  Senior  $9 ,  Fami ly  $30

 Addi t iona l  charge  for  to-go orders  -  $1  per  meal

September 13
Holt & Marcia's Choice

Greek Style Baked Salmon, Steamed Broccoli,
Garden Blend Rice, Salad Bar,

Bread, Dessert & Beverage
 
 

September 20
Hot Chicken Salad Casserole, Homemade Cranberry Sauce,

Green Beans, Caesar Salad, Bread, Dessert & Beverage
 
 

September 27
Meatloaf, Mashed Potatoes, Corn on the Cob,

Salad Bar, Bread, Dessert & Beverage
 
 

Kid's Corner Weekly Menu
Chicken Tenders with Dipping Sauces,
Homemade Mac & Cheese, Fruit Cup,

Cookie & Juice Box

COVENANT CONNECTIONS
A NARRATIVE TIMELINE OF THE BIBLE
WEDNESDAYS AT FIRST // SEPTEMBER-DECEMBER 2023

6:15-7:00PM IN FOGARTIE HALL

We tend to hear the story of the Bible in a piecemeal fashion – a 
story about Paul in Sunday School, a story about Moses in a 
sermon, a story about Abraham in a Bible study, and then a story 
about Jesus in a devotional. But how do all those stories fit 
together? This fall at Wednesdays at First, we will be exploring 
how these individual stories connect into a single narrative 
timeline that enriches our understanding of each of those stories, 
and allows us to see beyond the trees of individual disconnected 

stories to the great forest of God’s redemptive work in history.

Acts 2:46
DINNERS

FELLOWSHIP WITH FAITH FRIENDS

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 24

DAY BY DAY … THEY WERE TAKING THEIR
MEALS TOGETHER WITH GLADNESS AND

SINCERITY OF HEART .  ACTS 2 :46

LUNCH 12 :30 -  2 :00PM OR
DINNER 5:30 -  7 :30PM

THESE LUNCHES AND DINNERS HAVE BEEN A BLESSING OF LAUGHTER

AND BELONGING FOR FOLKS. BE SURE TO JOIN THE FUN THIS FALL!

WHEN YOU REGISTER, YOU WILL BE PLACED IN A SMALL GROUP OF

10-12 CHURCH FOLKS FOR A ONE-TIME MEAL TOGETHER, SO YOU CAN

HAVE A PROPER VISIT RATHER THAN A RUSHED HELLO. YOUR HOST

WILL INVITE EVERYONE TO BRING SOMETHING FOR THE MEAL.  

 

THERE WILL BE A LUNCH GROUP IF THAT WORKS BETTER FOR YOU. 

 FOR THE DINNERS, YOU WILL HAVE THE CHOICE TO BE IN AN

INTERGENERATIONAL (22 Y.O. – 102 Y.O.) OR YOUR “SAME DECADE”

GROUP. YOUR HOST WILL REACH OUT THE WEEK BEFORE WITH THEIR

ADDRESS AND THE MENU. THE MORE THE MERRIER!

RESERVATIONS ARE DUE BY NOON ON 
WEDNESDAY,  SEPTEMBER 13 .

CONTACT ANSLEY PAGE
(APAGE@FPCSPARTANBURG.ORG)

QUESTIONS?

Three Mondays:
Sept 18 | Oct 16 | Nov 13

12:00-1:30pm | Large Private Dining Room
Join Pastor Joanne for lunch and conversation

about life after retirement!

Scan the QR Code to register for
one (or all) of the available dates!

Retirement
Conversations

O V E R  L U N C H
W /  P A S T O R  J O A N N E

M O N D A Y ,  O C T O B E R  2
5 : 0 0 P M  |  P U R N E L L  R O O M

Holy Land 2024
I N T E R E S T  M E E T I N G

First Pres is organizing a trip to the Holy Land to visit
Biblical sites. If you are interested in possibly going,

come learn details of dates, itinerary, and costs. Details
will be shared in future newsletters as plans are made. 

 
With your questions regarding the meeting, contact

Ansley Page at apage@fpcspartanburg.org.

Trip to the

Scan the QR Code
to sign up and pay!

Ladies' Tea

Join the ladies of the church 
for tea and scones. 
Hats and white gloves optional.

Wednesday, September 6
3:00pm in the Perrin Room & Courtyard

JOY Fellowship
Upcoming Events

Thursday,
September 28

$24 per person
Bring Money for Lunch!

Sunday, September 17 | 12:00-2:00pm

Large Private Dining Room

Interested in joining First Presbyterian? 

RSVP to Joanie Shackleton
(jshackleton@fpcspartanburg.org

or 864-208-2132)

Lunch Included

WELCOME
CLASS

1993 2023

ANNIVERSARY DINNER
Thursday, October 19

6:00pm in Fogartie Hall
We are honoring all past and 
present Stephen Ministers at 
our spectacular celebration!
RSVP by October 13



RALLY DAY |  SEPTEMBER 10
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Children’s Ministry
3K-5K // Room C110 at 9:45am
Little ones will gather for a sweet treat, lesson, and fun time together!
1st-5th Grade // Social Hall at 9:45am
Eat, dance, and meet the new team of Sunday School teachers! Classes will then go 
with their teachers to their normal rooms in the Clark building for a teambuilding 
activity.

• 1st & 2nd Grade // Room C202
• 3rd & 4th Grade // Room C203
• 5th Grade // Room C206

Child pick-up at 10:45am

Youth Ministry
Middle School // Room F201 at 9:45am
High School // Room F202 at 9:45am

Adults // 10:00am in the Courtyard 
All adults are invited to a time of fellowship, refreshments, and opportunities to 
hear about our Sunday School offerings for this fall. Teachers, staff, and class 
members will be around to help people find their place in Sunday School. From 
there, Adult Sunday School classes will move to their individual classrooms for 
more fellowship and community-building. Come enjoy some time together, and find 
your place to grow in faith and discipleship! 
(Find info on Sunday School classes on page 7 of this newsletter.)

SUMMER SIZZLE // 12:00pm on the FLC Lawn
Join us for a time of music, sprinklers, and the return of last year’s foam party! 

Children and adults of all ages are encouraged to bring their towels and swimsuits 
and join the fun! 

Lunch: BBQ buffet line in the gym (BBQ, slaw, beans, chips, cookies and a drink)
Children can choose between BBQ and a hotdog.

Seating inside the gym, and outdoors (for those needing to supervise children). 

Reservations strongly encouraged; due by Monday, September 4th.
WAF pricing applies. Scan the QR code to save your spot!
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YOUTH MINISTRY

MUSIC MINISTRY

MIDDLE SCHOOL
FALL RETREAT

November 10 - 12, 2023
Asbury Hills Retreat Center

$250 per person

Use the QR Code 

to register!
HIGH SCHOOL

Fall Beach RetreatFall Beach Retreat
OCT 20 - 22  * FOLLY BEACH

$250 PER PERSON

USE THE QR CODE
TO REGISTER!

Children's Music
Registration now OPEN!!

Children's Music
Registration now OPEN!!

4K - 5th Grade
Begins September 13

4K - 5th Grade
Begins September 13

Scan to RegisterScan to Register Scan to RegisterScan to Register

fpcspartanburg.org/childrenschoirfpcspartanburg.org/childrenschoir
fpcspartanburg.org/firststepsfpcspartanburg.org/firststeps

Newborn - Age 3
Begins mid-September

Newborn - Age 3
Begins mid-September

BALANCE CLASS
FOR SENIORS
AN 8-WEEK SESSION
IMPROVE BALANCE, STRENGTH AND MOBILITY.

WEDNESDAYS AT 11AM
BEGINNING SEPT. 6

IN THE ACTIVITY ROOM

NO FEE FOR CHURCH MEMBERS.
 

CONTACT COLLEEN TO SIGN UP:
CDARRALL@FPCSPARTANBURG.ORG

GYM MACHINE
ORIENTATION
SO MANY GYM MACHINES!
WHERE DO YOU START?

MONDAY & FRIDAY: 10:00AM
THURSDAY: 11:00AM

SESSIONS THOUGHOUT SEPTEMBER; NO SIGNUP REQUIRED!

Join Colleen for a walkthrough on
machine orientation, sets, reps,
and proper form for all equipment.

TUES/THURS @ 1:00-3:00PM
TUESDAYS @ 5:30-7:30PM

TUES/THURS @ 1:00-3:00PM
TUESDAYS @ 5:30-7:30PM

ALL SKILL LEVELS WELCOMED
EQUIPMENT PROVIDED

ALL SKILL LEVELS WELCOMED
EQUIPMENT PROVIDED

EXTENDED HOURSEXTENDED HOURS
PICKLEBALLPICKLEBALL

OPEN COURT
SPORT TIME

THURSDAY EVENINGS
5:30-7:30PM

Come play volleyball, shoot hoops,
or throw the football around!

Children 12 & under must be supervised.

RECREATION
MINISTRY

HEALTH
MINISTRY

Six-Week
Program

Mind-body medicine focuses on the connection and interactions 
between the mind and the body and the powerful ways we can use 
them to participate in our health and healing. Mind-body skills 
groups offer an opportunity to learn self- care strategies and 
experience evidence-based techniques to enhance well-being, 
resilience, and mental health. You'll discover new life-affirming ways 
to think and practice tools like meditation, breathwork, expressive 

writing and drawing, dance and movement, and guided imagery. 

This is not a therapy group! Instead, this is a highly supportive, 
confidential group led by CMBM certified Hunter Foster Pope as a 

facilitator and equal participant in the group. 

Participation in the group requires a 15-minute pre-registration call 
to meet each other, answer your questions and see if this model is a 

good fit for you.

Tuesdays, 6:00-7:30pm | Beginning October 3

Save the Date:
November 5

To be eligible, please refrain from
giving blood after September 9.at FPC

BLOOD 
DRIVE
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MISSIONS

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
SEPTEMBER 10, 2023

SPECIAL 
OFFERINGS

Many of our neighbors in Spartanburg—including families with 
children—face food insecurity and a severe lack of resources to 
meet basic human needs. In Spartanburg, the poverty rate for 
children ages 6–11 years is 41.8% and for adolescents ages 12–17 
years, the poverty rate is 42%.

When our neighbors do not have their basic needs met, it is a daily struggle for them to imagine or hope for something 
beyond that. The ever-present feeling of little or no hope leads to a belief that good things are for other people, education 
is less important, and their value is less.

Hand in Hand provides stability and hope for those we serve. This renewed hope leads to stronger, healthier and more 
optimistic families. Each of them begins to learn—and then know with confidence— that they are worthy, capable and 
loved.

Unlike many other charitable organizations, Hand in Hand specializes in providing direct, specific and personalized 
assistance to families.

Social workers in our schools identify families that are in dire need of fundamental essentials. Hand in Hand volunteers 
then partner with these social workers to reach out to the families to determine their exact needs (i.e. clothing sizes, food 
requests, housing supply needs, and more.)

Our volunteers shop for or collect donated goods tailored to each family and deliver them personally. We provide ongoing 
support, helping to build back up a family with the goal of keeping the children in school and the family feeling secure.

Because our support is personalized for each family, we keep a general list of common donation requests and use donated 
funds to shop for each family’s personal needs.

Join us for our Truck Drive on Sunday, October 1st. Bring donations by the trucks on Chestnut Street and outside 
Fogartie Hall, 8:15am-12:15pm. Go to handinhandspartanburg.org/donate for the full list of suggested donations.

We also accept monetary donations through the church giving site; just select “Hand in Hand” in the dropdown box.

Millions of people lack access to sustainable food sources, clean water, sanitation, education, and opportunity. 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING supports efforts to relieve hunger through the Presbyterian Hunger Program, promote 
development through the Presbyterian Committee on the Self-Development of People, and assist in areas of disaster through 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance. Here is one way that your family can consider participating as you prepare for this offering:

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING | Daily Calendar of Family Activities
Each day at or after a meal, consider these reflections and 
questions for the week ahead. Place a coin or a “gift” in your 
fish coin bank or a jar, and end by saying the prayer of the 
week or one of your own.

Monday - After a natural disaster, it can be hard to find places 
to cook or to even find food. Say a prayer for those struggling 
with food insecurity and give a gift for each meal you ate 
today.

Tuesday - Using the online map, find a Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance partnership near where you live. Say a prayer for 
those recovering from natural and human-caused disasters. 
Organize a group to make Gift of the Heart kits (see the PDA 
website for info)

Wednesday - Communication can be very difficult after a 
disaster. Give a gift for every call, text or email you received 
from a loved one today.

Thursday - In some countries, people have to travel for miles 
to find clean water, especially after a disaster. Share a gift to 
help clean water reach people who need it.

Friday - Who are the helpers in your life? Whom do you call 
upon when you face difficult situations? Thank someone in 
your life for the specific ways they support you.

Join us September 10 in providing relief from natural 
disasters, food for the hungry, and support for the poor and 
oppressed.
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PASTORAL CONCERNS
(THROUGH AUGUST 18,  2023)

Linda Sims, on the death of her father, Charles Radney; 
Fran Dunn, on the death of her mother, Laura Brown Latimer;

Rick Rubel, on the death of his brother, Christopher James Rubel;
Clayton Whisnant, on the death of his father, David Melvin Whisnant.

Christian Sympathy
Christian sympathy is extended to:

Sidney and Chris Caggiano, on the birth of their daughter, Katherine “Kaki” Adele Caggiano, on Friday, July 14, 2023

Births
Congratulations to:

Henry William Bulman, daughter of Bryanna and David Bulman, on August 20, 2023

Baptisms
The Sacrament of Baptism was administered to:

WELCOME OUR NEW MEMBERS!

In Memoriam
Leonard Randolph Orders, Jr.

Friday, August 4, 2023
Luther “Luke” Hinkle Hallman

Husband of Judy Hallman
Wednesday, August 9, 2023

Lynda Evans Moore
Wife of Bert Moore

Friday, August 18, 2023

Randy and Carol Alexander Ryan, Melynda, Jillian, 
and Charleigh Scott

Rebekah Brock Don and Linda Stevens

Do You Knit or Crochet?
We Need You!

Although the weather is far from being chilly, we’re 
already preparing for FPC’s largest annual mission 
project, Winter Warmth, where we distribute brand-new 

coats to children in need across Spartanburg County.
 

In addition to coats, children will also be receiving hats In addition to coats, children will also be receiving hats 
and scarves, handmade by members of the church. That’s 
where you come in! If you’re able to knit or crochet, we 

could really use your help in making it happen!
 

Winter Warmth will take place on Winter Warmth will take place on November 11th this 
year. It’s never too early to start! If you have questions, 

please email them to winterwarmth@gmail.com.

C.A.S.T. Camp
(Care, Accept, Serve, Teach)

CAST Camps were a tremendous success this past summer! 

Twenty five children participated with support from thirty five volunteers! 
Bible stories, music, academic tutoring, communication skills, dealing with 
stress, making positive decisions, exercise, visiting a small farm, volunteering 
at Hatcher Gardens, hearing from guest speakers and fantastic art projects 
were among the activities as we Cast Our Nets for Christ!

Each week also included a worship service led by our ministers and 
musicians! Thank you! By the last week, children were volunteering to 
pray before each meal! Pano and his team prepared nutritious meals for 
breakfast and lunch! One new camper told me it was the best breakfast he 
had ever eaten. Many days each family received a bag of food to take home. 
Each child received a Bible, school shoes, backpacks and school supplies!

Thank you, First Pres, for being the hands of Christ in our community!
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ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL & BIBLE STUDIES

Sunday
Bible Alive! | Room 2208

An extensive book-to-book study of the Bible

Emmaus | Room 2207
A journey with eyes open towards Jesus, with fellowship 

and a fresh new scripture-based lesson each week.

Abide | Room 2200
For young-ish adults (ages 20s, 30s, and 40s) 

to gather for time of study and learning together!

Faithful and energetic disciples who love growing deeper 
in faith through Bible study and trusting Jesus. Fall studies 

include Genesis and Three Gospels by Reynolds Price. 
For more info, contact Ansley Page or Craig Foster.

L.I.F.T. | Upstairs, Room 2201
Life In Fellowship Together

Parents of youth & collegiates, come strengthen your 
faith and friendship with condensed stand-alone Bible 
lessons from dynamic teachers. Together we’ll discover the 
blessings in the busy! Questions? Contact Molly Colbath, 

Ashley Millinor, or Catherine Johnson.

Glory Days | Purnell Room
NEW THIS FALL!

Monday

Young men of the church and community are invited to a 
weekly Bible Study, led by Rev. Alan Dyer. This is a great 
opportunity for fellowship, prayer, and learning with men in 

a similar season of life. Lunch is provided for $10/person

Young Men’s Bible Study
12:00-1:00pm (Large Private Dining Room)

Tuesday

Wherever you are, spend your lunch hour deepening your 
faith with this long-standing study group, now meeting on 
Zoom. Contact Shannon Hutcheson for Zoom information.

Nan & Tom McDaniel’s Study Group
Sept. 12-Nov. 14, 12:00-1:00pm (via Zoom)

Back Stories of the Bible - Join women of faith to discover the back 
stories and the side stories of Old Testament pillars like Rachel, 
Joseph, Moses, Caleb, Samson, and others. Come for the study and 
reflection, for the laughter and friendship, and to deepen your trust 

in the Living God! We will be tickled pink to see you!

Sept 19 – Nov 7, 
9:15-10:30am (Fogartie Hall)

Women’s 
Bible Study

Wednesday

Join this great group of faithful women led by Jennifer Biber 
as they study Neglected Voices, Biblical Spirituality in the 
Margins by John Indermark. Paper copies will be provided 

each week for this study.

Christians in the Making
Starting Sept. 13, 10:00am (Purnell Room)

Led by Kyle Keefer, this faithful group of men takes 
an in-depth walk through books of the Bible. 

Bring your Bible and a bite to eat, if you want!

Men’s Bible Study
12:00-1:00pm, year-round (Arthur Center)

We will be continuing with the study of Genesis. If you 
missed last spring, please come and we will catch you up! 
For more information or to be added to the email list, please 

email Rev. Leslie Lang, Donna Pulliam, or Carter Smith.

Younger Women’s Bible Study
6:00-7:00pm, beginning Sept. 20 (High School Room)

Thursday
Nan & Tom McDaniel’s Study Group

Sept. 14-Nov. 16, 12:00-1:00pm (via Zoom)
See Tuesday’s Information

Younger Women’s Bible Study
9:30-10:30am, beginning Sept. 21 (High School Room)

See Wednesday’s Information

Friday
Early Men’s Bible Study

6:30-7:30am, year-round (Small Private Dining Room)
Led by John Verreault, this men’s group begins their day 

studying the Bible and exploring faith together.

Join a Women’s Circle
Studying “Sacred Encounters: 

The Power and Presence of Jesus in Luke-Acts”

Women’s Circle 12
Leader: Elizabeth Young 

(eyoung@youngos.com)
Meeting times and places vary.

Sacred Encounters 
Bible Study

Leader: Craig Foster 
(cfoster@fpcspartanburg.org)

1st Tuesday of each month at 4:00pm 
in the Purnell Room - All are welcome!

Women’s Circle 3
Leader Substitute: Linda Kiehl 

(jnlKiehl@gmail.com)
Meets the 2nd Monday 
10:30pm in the Parlor

Women’s Circle 9
Leader: Malinda Willard 

(mk5willard@gmail.com)
Meeting times and places vary.

Women’s Circle 11
Leaders: Marsha Hagins & Gail Ballard
(mhagins@charter.net; gcballard@bellsouth.net)

Meets the 2nd Monday
10:30 in the Perrin Room
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WE WILL GATHER IN THE MORNING FOR PRAYER, WORK AT YOUR SITES,
THEN RECONVENE AT THE CHURCH FOR A CHICK-FIL-A LUNCH AND DEBRIEF. 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY

ANGELS CHARGE MINISTRIES

HOPE CENTER FOR CHILDREN

PLAY. ADVOCATE. LIVE WELL. (PAL)

SPARTANBURG SOUP KITCHEN

TOTAL MINISTRIES

FPC NEIGHBORHOOD MEAL MINISTRY

RUTH’S GLEANINGS

...AND MORE!

REGISTRATION ENDS OCTOBER 1ST. 
FPCSPARTANBURG.ORG/DAYOFSERVICE

SIGN UP TODAY!


