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December 31st, as I say my final 
goodbyes.  I give thanks to God for 
my life with you here, and want you 
to remember that you will always 
be in my heart.  Many have heard 
me say that God saved the best for 
last, and you have been the best!

Please find ways to welcome Christ 
into your hearts this Advent and 
use this season to grow in love 
for Christ and all God’s children!  
Take note of all the activities and 
worship experiences available to 
you this month at FPC. We hope to 
see you here sharing all the joy of 
Christ’s birth once more!

May God bless you this Advent with 
Hope, Love, Joy, and Peace!
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Rev. Joanne R. Hull
Associate Pastor for 
Congregational Care and Deacons

Dear Friends,

P reparat ion…ant i c ipat ion…
waiting…these are some of the 
words that describe the church 
and the people of God during the 
Advent season.  It is actually the 
beginning of the church’s calendar 
year, when we symbolically try to 
become like the Hebrew people 
who waited for so long for the 
promised Messiah.  Like them, we 
speak words of comfort and of hope 
for the coming of God’s son, Jesus 
the Christ.  

Evidence of our waiting can be 
seen in the lighting of the Advent 
candles during worship—we are the 
people who walked in darkness, but 
have seen a Great Light.  We sing 
songs that ask God to once again 
send God’s light into our lives,  
songs of anticipation and hope.  
We even prepare our homes—an 
outward sign of what we trust will 
be happening in our hearts, making 
ready for that great day when God 

again dwells with us.  This is Advent 
for all of us!

This season, I am experiencing my 
own personal advent as I prepare, 
anticipate and wait for the end of 
my time with you and the end of 
my career in professional ministry.  
There is joy as I look forward to the 
gift of time and freedom when work 
no longer dictates my schedule in 
retirement.  But there is sadness as 
I leave you, knowing that I will no 
longer be one of your pastors, yet I 
will always be your friend.

A formal time has been set aside 
during this busy Advent season for 
us to say goodbye with a reception 
on December 17th after the 11am 
worship service. We will dissolve my 
call as a pastor, hug each other, and 
say words of thanks to each other. I 
expect there will be tears from me and 
Eddie too, as we leave you, but also 
profound gratefulness for more than 
a decade of serving together.   I will 
preach again on my last day, Sunday 
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UPCOMING HAPPENINGS

Scan this QR code to make your dinner reservation

or vis it  https://fpcspartanburg.org/grow/waf 

 Ch i ld  $7 ,  Adul t  $10,  Senior  $9 ,  Fami ly  $30

 Addi t iona l  charge  for  to-go orders  -  $1  per  meal

December 6
Shrimp & Grits, Kielbasa & Grits, Fried Okra,

Salad Bar, Bread, Dessert & Beverage
 

Kid's Corner
Chicken Tenders, Dipping Sauces, Homemade Mac & Cheese,

Fruit Cup, Cookie & Juice Box

December 13
 Adults & Kids

Chef Salad Bar, Chicken Tenders, Homemade Mac & Cheese,
Squash Casserole, Soup du Jour, Bread, Dessert & Beverage

 

WAF resumes January 10, 2024

Christmas
PARTY

Comfort and
Light

S E R V I C E  O F

Thursday, December 21
6:00PM - Chapel

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 12
11:30 AM - FOGARTIE HALL

SCAN THE QR CODE TO SIGN UP, OR EMAIL
JSHACKLETON@FPCSPARTANBURG.ORGChristmas

L U N C H E O N

J O Y  F E L L O W S H I P
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Scan to Order!

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

YOUTH MINISTRY

Let’s goooo

Mark your calendars and register today
for these upcoming Youth trips!

Contact Carrie Coleman to register,
or use the QR  code on the left!

JANUARY 5-7, 2024
High School Winter Retreat with the
Foothills Presbytery (Montreat, NC)

February 16 - 18, 2024
Ski Trip to Winterplace, WV 
for current 8th - 12th graders

Youth 
Christmas Parties

Join us for caroling, dinner & more!

High
School

Middle
School

Sunday, December 10
6:30 - 8pm 

Sunday, December 17
6:30 - 8pm 

RSVP to mrs. carrie
ccoleman@fpcspartanburg.org

Vacation Bible SchoolVacation Bible School

SAVE THE DATE:SAVE THE DATE:
June 3-6, 2024June 3-6, 2024

Check out our new webpage by scanning theCheck out our new webpage by scanning the  
QR Code,QR Code, or by visiting  or by visiting fpcspartanburg.org/APNCfpcspartanburg.org/APNC

Please e-mail Craig Long, Chair,Please e-mail Craig Long, Chair,  
at at scraiglong@gmail.comscraiglong@gmail.com if you would if you would  
like to refer a pastoral candidate for consideration.like to refer a pastoral candidate for consideration.

the Associate Pastorthe Associate Pastor
Nominating CommitteeNominating Committee

is up and running!is up and running!
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RECREATION MINISTRY

HEALTH MINISTRY

Bootcamp ClassBootcamp Class

Gym HoursGym Hours Gym FacilitiesGym Facilities

CLOSEDCLOSED
December 25 & 26 December 25 & 26 

Sunday: CLOSEDSunday: CLOSED
Mon-Thurs: 7am-8pmMon-Thurs: 7am-8pm

Friday: 7am-2pmFriday: 7am-2pm
Saturday: 8am-12pmSaturday: 8am-12pm January 1January 1

Mon / Wed / Fri - 9:15amMon / Wed / Fri - 9:15am
on the Walking Trackon the Walking Track

Mon / Wed - 8:15amMon / Wed - 8:15am
in the Activity Room ($5/class)in the Activity Room ($5/class)

Yoga ClassYoga Class

Tuesdays - 1:00-3:00pmTuesdays - 1:00-3:00pm

PickleballPickleball

at FPC

Through the generous donations of our 
members, First Presbyterian Church 
contributed 31 units of blood to our 

community during our recent blood drive.  
Many thanks to each of you for rolling up 
your sleeves and making a diierence to 

the lives of 93 individuals plus their 
families.  As part of an ecumenical eiort 

with five churches participating, a total of 
115 units was collected.  The generosity of 

this congregation truly makes a statement 
of love to those in need within our 

community.  THANK YOU!!

BLOOD 
DRIVE
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ADVENT MUSIC CALENDAR

Magnificat
White Gifts Service

Lessons & Carols Christmas Eve Choir
Join the

Sunday, December 3
4:00pm in the Sanctuary

Wednesday, December 13
6:30pm in the Sanctuary

Sunday, December 17 Sunday, December 24
during 9:00am & 11:00am Worship 6:00pm & 10:00pm in the Sanctuary

Presented by the Chamber Singers,
with Orchestra and Soloists

led by our Children’s choirs, youth
orchestra, and the Handbell Choir.

Bring a child’s gift wrapped in white.

Contemporary Worship: The Music Team
will share familiar carols, accompanied by

relevant Advent/Christmas Scripture.

Traditional Worship: A nod to the English
tradition, presented by the Chancel Choir,

with soloists and instrumentalists.

Anyone high-school-age and older are
invited to sing for both Candlelight Services!

Rehearsals are 12/20 at 7:00pm, and
Christmas Eve morning at 9:00am.

Interested? Contact Holt Andrews
(rhandrews@fpcspartanburg.org)

Gift list: fpcspartanburg.org/whitegifts

J.S. Bach’s

Kirkin’ O’ the Tartans 2023
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PASTORAL CONCERNS
(THROUGH NOVEMBER 17,  2023)

Mackay Salley, on the death of his brother, Lawton H. Salley, Jr.

Christian Sympathy
Christian sympathy is extended to:

Hannah and Matthew Zimmerman, on the birth of their son, Tully Lane Zimmerman, on Monday October 16, 2023

Births
Congratulations to:

Floride Manning Fairey, daughter of Manning and John Fairley, on November 12, 2023
Margaret Hadley Masters, daughter of Rebecca and Kyle Masters, on November 19, 2023

Madeline Claire Darr, daughter of Meredith and Kirk Darr, on November 19, 2023
George McAlister Ward, son of Mary Kathryn and Justin Ward, on November 19, 2023

Baptisms
The Sacrament of Baptism was administered to:

In Memoriam
Barbara “Bobbie” Gean Andrews

Mother of Holt Andrews
Saturday, November 11, 2023

MISSIONS
D.R. Medical Mission Trip

February 3-10, 2024

Registration Open!
Scan the QR Code, or go to
fpcspartanburg.org/DR to register.

Thank You!
This year’s Winter Warmth Mission was a
huge success! On November 11, 800 coats
were distributed to children across all of
the Spartanburg County school districts! 

Thank you to our Winter Warmth Team
(Meredith Biber, Kate Moore, Amy Usry &

Tara Panilla), our 125 volunteers, and
everyone who graciously donated to help
make our largest annual mission happen!

ADVENT
CALENDAR

We invite you to participate in Reverse Advent.
Start with an empty box and each day, 

add the designated item to your box.

On December 17, bring your full box to church.
All donations will go to TOTAL Ministries.

Decorate your box with Christmas/Advent
theme and fill it so we can share hope and
joy to others this Advent season.

Reverse

November 26 - 
November 27 - 
November 28 - 
November 29 - 
November 30 - 
December 1 -
December 2 -
December 3 -
December 4 -
December 5 -
December 6 -
December 7 -
December 8 -
December 9 -
December 10 -
December 11 -
December 12 -
December 13 -
December 14 -
December 15 -
December 16 -
December 17 -

Jar of Applesauce
Box of Cereal
Jar of Peanut Butter
Box of Crackers
Can of Chicken Broth
Can of Pumpkin
Stuffing Mix
Boxed Potatoes
Macaroni and Cheese
Bag of Marshmallows
Can of Sweet Potatoes
Cranberry Sauce
Package of Rice
Box of Oatmeal
Can of Corn
Can of Green Beans
Box of Instant Vanilla Pudding
Vanilla Wafers
Can of Beans
Can of Fruit
Can of Tomatoes
Can of Collard Greens
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LOOKING BACK
FPC i n 2023



First Presbyterian Church
393 East Main Street
Spartanburg, SC  29302-1917
Electronic Service Requested

Nonprofit Organization
U.S. Postage PAID

Permit No. 15
Spartanburg, SC 29306

Lessons and Carols
Sunday, December 17

&
(Fogartie Hall)
9:00am

(Sanctuary)
11:00am

(Sanctuary)
White Gifts Service
Wednesday, December 13

6:30pm

Christmas Eve Services (Sanctuary)

6:00pm & 10:00pm
4:00pm
11:00amTraditional Worship Service

Family Service
Evening Candlelight Services

dvent ervices
F i r s t  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h

A S


