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so many people wil l ing to 
selflessly give of their time, 
talent, and treasure in service 
to our ministry together. It is a 
remarkable and holy thing to 
witness!

5. Finally, I am thankful for the 
ways FPC puts Jesus at the 
center of it all. Ultimately, our 
mission, worship, welcome, and 
giving stem from one source: 
Jesus Christ. After all, we love 
because God first loved us. 

So, what are you thankful for?

Peace,
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November is a month that is 
synonymous with  one word: 
Thanksgiving.

Yes, to a degree, I am thinking 
about Thanksgiving Day. In just 
a few short weeks the aroma of 
turkey and casseroles and all the 
other fixins’ will once again fill 
our homes. It is always one of my 
favorite days of the year. There is 
just nothing better than gathering 
at table to laugh, eat, rest, and 
reminisce with family and friends!

But, of course, for people of faith, 
thanksgiving is so much more than 
just a meal. It is the posture by 
which we are called to live. “Enter 
his gates with thanksgiving, and his 
courts with praise!” the Psalmist 
writes. “Give thanks to him; bless 
his name! For the Lord is good; his 
steadfast love endures forever, and 
his faithfulness to all generations.” 
(Psalm 100:4-5) 

And, so, as we turn the page on 
another month, I want to share 

some of the things I am most thankful 
for about the family of faith that is 
First Presbyterian Spartanburg…

1. I am thankful for FPC’s servant’s 
heart .  Winter Warmth,  Hand 
in Hand, Neighborhood Meal 
Ministry, CAST – take your pick… 
we are a church that seeks to be 
the hands and feet of Jesus Christ 
for our community and beyond.

2. I am thankful for the spirit of 
welcome that pervades all we do. 
We are a congregation that seeks 
to share the all-encompassing 
love of Jesus Christ with each and 
every person who calls this place 
home.

3. I am thankful for our inspiring and 
beautiful worship. FPC is uniquely 
blessed with gifted musicians and 
sacred spaces to lift our voices in 
praise and worship of God each 
week.    

4. I am thankful for our staff and 
servant leaders. Never have I 
been a part of a church full of 
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UPCOMING HAPPENINGS

Scan this QR code to make your dinner reservation

or vis it  https://fpcspartanburg.org/grow/waf 

 Ch i ld  $7 ,  Adul t  $10,  Senior  $9 ,  Fami ly  $30

 Addi t iona l  charge  for  to-go orders  -  $1  per  meal

November 1
Turkey & Dressing, Green Bean Casserole, Homemade Cranberry Sauce,

Gravy, Salad Bar, Bread, Dessert & Beverage
 

Kid's Corner
Chicken Tenders, Dipping Sauces, Homemade Mac & Cheese,

Fruit Cup, Cookie & Juice Box

November 8
Pastor Craig’s Choice

Lasagna, Broccoli, Caesar Salad, Bread, Dessert & Beverage
 

Kid's Corner
Chicken Tenders, Dipping Sauces, Homemade Mac & Cheese,

Fruit Cup, Cookie & Juice Box

November 15
Beef Tacos and Chicken Fajitas for everyone, Black Beans, Rice,

Salad Bar, Special Desserts & Beverage

November 22
No WAF this week...Happy Thanksgiving!

November 29
Pot Roast, Rice, Baked Apples, Salad Bar, Bread, Dessert & Beverage

Kid's Corner
Chicken Tenders, Dipping Sauces, Homemade Mac & Cheese,

Fruit Cup, Cookie & Juice Box 

COVENANT CONNECTIONS
A NARRATIVE TIMELINE OF THE BIBLE

WEDNESDAYS AT FIRST // UNTIL DECEMBER 2023
6:15-7:00PM IN FOGARTIE HALL

We tend to hear the story of the Bible in a piecemeal fashion – a 
story about Paul in Sunday School, a story about Moses in a 
sermon, a story about Abraham in a Bible study, and then a story 
about Jesus in a devotional. But how do all those stories fit 
together? This fall at Wednesdays at First, we will be exploring 
how these individual stories connect into a single narrative 
timeline that enriches our understanding of each of those stories, 
and allows us to see beyond the trees of individual disconnected 

stories to the great forest of God’s redemptive work in history.

JOY Fellowship
FRIENDSGIVING

November 20 | 12:00pm in Fogartie Hall
A churchwide potluck celebration! 

Bring your favorite side dish, salad, or dessert!

Scan the QR Code, or contact Joanie Shackleton
to register by Friday, November 17!

Christmas
PARTY

Deadline Friday, December 8

Scan the QR Code, or email
Joanie Shackleton to sign up.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 12
11:30AM IN FOGARTIE HALL

CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON
JOY Fellowship



SEASON OF ADVENT
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ADVENT
CALENDAR

We invite you to participate in Reverse Advent.
Start with an empty box and each day, 

add the designated item to your box.

On December 17, bring your full box to church.
All donations will go to TOTAL Ministries.

Decorate your box with Christmas/Advent
theme and fill it so we can share hope and
joy to others this Advent season.

Reverse

November 26 - 
November 27 - 
November 28 - 
November 29 - 
November 30 - 
December 1 -
December 2 -
December 3 -
December 4 -
December 5 -
December 6 -
December 7 -
December 8 -
December 9 -
December 10 -
December 11 -
December 12 -
December 13 -
December 14 -
December 15 -
December 16 -
December 17 -

Jar of Applesauce
Box of Cereal
Jar of Peanut Butter
Box of Crackers
Can of Chicken Broth
Can of Pumpkin
Stuffing Mix
Boxed Potatoes
Macaroni and Cheese
Bag of Marshmallows
Can of Sweet Potatoes
Cranberry Sauce
Package of Rice
Box of Oatmeal
Can of Corn
Can of Green Beans
Box of Instant Vanilla Pudding
Vanilla Wafers
Can of Beans
Can of Fruit
Can of Tomatoes
Can of Collard Greens

The cost per plant is $25.00 and orders
are due by Friday, December 15. You
may pick up your plants in Fogartie after
Contemporary Worship or in the Tower
Room after Traditional Worship on
Sunday, December 24. If you do not plan
to do so, we would appreciate your giving
us permission to use your gift for cut
flowers or greenery to enhance our
Christmas arrangement.

I would like to order:

      Poinsettia plants at $25.00 each           $ Total
      I will not pick up my plants and the committee
may use the enclosed check to cut flowers/greenery.

My memorial names will be listed in the Poinsettia
booklet.

Name of person(s) to be memorialized:

Name of person(s) to be honored:

Given by: 

Acknowledge to (name and address):

ORDER A

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA
Would you like to order poinsettias 

in memory of or in honor of loved ones?

Fill out the form below and send it to the church
office, along with a check made payable to:

"First Presbyterian Church" Attn: Lynise Clarke,
393 East Main St, Spartanburg SC 29302.

You can also order online
by scanning this QR code:

The First Presbyterian 
Church Columbarium is a 
sacred space for meditation 
and prayer. 

It allows church members, 
ministers, and their families 
a final resting place for ease 
of visitation.  Inurnment 
on church grounds is a 
visible statement of faith in 
the eternal.  It reminds us 
that the church supports 
the spiritual needs of its 
members - from baptism 
through life to death. 

This Advent season, we are 
offering the opportunity 
to purchase wreaths in 
memory of those inurned 
in the Columbarium. The 
cost of a memorial wreath 
is $35 and can be purchased 
at fpcspartanburg.org/
wreaths, by scanning the 
QR code, or by completing 
a form available at the 
church. Memorial names will 
be listed in the bulletin on 
Sunday, December 17. The 
deadline for wreath orders is 
Friday, December 8.

For more information on 
the Columbarium or the 
memorial wreaths, please 
contact Lynise Clarke at 
lclarke@fpcspartanburg.org 
or 864-208-2130.

Scan to Order!
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

YOUTH MINISTRY

Let’s goooo

Mark your calendars and register today
for these upcoming Youth trips!

Contact Carrie Coleman
to register, or use the
QR  code on the left!

JANUARY 5-7, 2024
High School Winter Retreat with the
Foothills Presbytery (Montreat, NC)

February 16 - 18, 2024
Ski Trip to Winterplace, WV 
for current 8th - 12th graders
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HEALTH MINISTRY

RECREATION MINISTRY

MUSIC MINISTRY

thebloodconnection.org

(sponsor code above)

for our blood donors!

The Blood Connection is a non-profit organization. Blood can be donated every 56 days. Donors must be 16 years or older and over 110 lbs. to donate. 
Parental consent required for 16 year olds in SC and GA, 16 AND 17 year olds in NC. Before you donate blood, make sure that you drink plenty of water 
and eat a healthy meal. TBC Donor ID Card (preferred) or photo ID required to donate. Gift cards and other incentives are non-transferable.
v1.0 0823  ©2023 THE BLOOD CONNECTION. All Rights Reserved.

A $25 charitable donation will be made 
per donor + donors get $25 in rewards!

*Mobiles Only. Incentive may vary. Rewards=TBC reward points redeemable for eGift cards in the TBC store.*

First Presbyterian Church  
            
393 East Main Street
Spartanburg, SC 29302

11/05/2023 | 08:00 AM–01:00 PM

Sponsor Code 9BBW

                               1 / 1

FREE GYM PLAY DATE
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 7TH

9:00AM-12:00PM IN THE GYM
SCHOOLS MAY BE CLOSED FOR ELECTION DAY,

BUT WE'RE NOT!

CHILDREN 10 AND UNDER MUST BE SUPERVISED
BY A PARENT OR GUARDIAN.

OUR COURTS WILL BE OPEN FOR
BASKETBALL, VOLLEYBALL,

RUNNING, AND GENERAL FREE PLAY!

thebloodconnection.org

(sponsor code above)

for our blood donors!

The Blood Connection is a non-profit organization. Blood can be donated every 56 days. Donors must be 16 years or older and over 110 lbs. to donate. 
Parental consent required for 16 year olds in SC and GA, 16 AND 17 year olds in NC. Before you donate blood, make sure that you drink plenty of water 
and eat a healthy meal. TBC Donor ID Card (preferred) or photo ID required to donate. Gift cards and other incentives are non-transferable.
v1.0 0823  ©2023 THE BLOOD CONNECTION. All Rights Reserved.

A $25 charitable donation will be made 
per donor + donors get $25 in rewards!

*Mobiles Only. Incentive may vary. Rewards=TBC reward points redeemable for eGift cards in the TBC store.*

First Presbyterian Church  
            
393 East Main Street
Spartanburg, SC 29302

11/05/2023 | 08:00 AM–01:00 PM

Sponsor Code 9BBW
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First Presbyterian Church Chamber Singers
with Orchestra and Soloists

MAGNIFICAT
J.S. Bach

Sunday, December 3 | 4:00pm in the Sanctuary

PICKLEBALL
INTRO TO

Monday, November 13
& Friday, November 17

12:00-1:00pm on the Gym Courts

A great opportunity for brand-new
players to learn the sport of pickleball!

Paddles Provided; Sign-Up Required

Contact Colleen Darrall to register!
cdarrall@fpcspartanburg.org

HOLIDAY
PLAYDATE

Kids ages 5k-5th
grade are invited 
to join Mrs. Colleen
for fun & games!

Come get some
energy out before
Thanksgiving Dinner!

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 22
10:00AM - 12:00PM IN THE GYM
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PASTORAL CONCERNS
(THROUGH SEPTEMBER 25,  2023)

Susan Bradford, on the death of her mother, Emma Bailey Scott;
Lisa Chapman, on the death of her father, Samuel “Grady” Putnam, Jr.;

Cyndi Waters, on the death of her mother, Doris Hysmith Conner.

Christian Sympathy
Christian sympathy is extended to:

WELCOME OUR NEW MEMBERS!

Nolan and 
Kristin Auton

Callie Henline Anne Lander Lisbon Lopes Debbie Moore Margaret Savko

Bill’s Book ClubBill’s Book Club

Come, join the lively disCussions
First tuesday oF the month (september thru june)
morning session 10:30am  -  evening session 7:00pm

William l. arthur Center

410 e. Kennedy st.
spartanburg, sC 29302

ContaCt: Cathy rush at Crush@FpCspartanburg.org

December 5th

Christmas Christmas 
GatheringGathering

7:00pm
 Fogartie Hall

Join us for a bit of 
Christmas cheer!

Please bring your 
favorite appetizer, 

finger food, or 
dessert to share.

November 7th
The Most They 
Ever Had
by Rick Bragg

The mill rewarded 
the hard-working, 
but punished the 
careless.  These 
real-life stories 
brilliantly evoke the 
hardscrabble lives of 
those who lived and 
died by an American 
cotton mill.

DECEMBER 13 | 6:30PM
IN THE SANCTUARY

WHITE GIFTS
SERVICE

S A V E  T H E  D A T E

in support of Mobile Meals, Thornwell,
and Hope Center for Children

J.O.Y. Fellowship

September 28



PAGE 7

MISSIONS

Save our new text number: 22383

All church-related text communications
will now be sent through this number!

Volunteers
Needed!

It’s not too late to volunteer for 
Winter Warmth, where we distribute

winter coats to children in need across
Spartanburg County!

Jobs include setting up on November 10,
assisting with distribution on November 11,

parking lot attendants, and more!

Scan the QR Code to
volunteer for our
largest annual mission!

Dominican Republic
Medical Mission Trip

February 3-10, 2024

Registration Open!
Scan the QR Code to register.

Two full and overflowing pick up trucks! 

Thank you FPC for your generous donations to the

Hand in Hand truck drive on Sunday, �cto�er �.

They will �e distri�uted throughout Spartan�urg

county to the families in greatest of need.

We thank our Hand in Hand volunteers and the

FPC youth who unloaded all of your items into the

pantry! Please come �y to visit the Hand in Hand

pantry anytime! We are grateful that you all 

are on the Hand in Hand team!
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Thanksgiving Service
A N N U A L  S P A R T A N B U R G  C O M M U N I T Y

PREACHER: REV. PAUL ABERNATHY
ASSISTANT RECTOR,  ST. MATTHEW’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
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