
Welcome to 

First Presbyterian church
Spartanburg, SC

First Presbyterian Church is a community of believers committed to
“Glorifying God and Sharing Christ Together through Word and Deed.”

service For the lord’s day

december 6, 2020

11:00am sanctuary

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

Pre-Service Music

Welcome and Invitation  
Introit  Come Light Our Hearts McCracken and Peterson

W Please Stand



Lighting of the Advent Wreath: Peace 
Unison Prayer
 Heavenly Father,
  creator of the world,
  thank you for the promise of peace.
 Guide us as we prepare
  for the coming of Jesus Christ,
  who brings light to the world. Amen.

W Hymn 88 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel Veni Emmanuel

Hymn printed at end of bulletin
(Verses 1 and 6)

Advent Prayer of Confession (Unison)  
O God of forgiveness,
 when with our tongues
 we speak evil against our sisters and brothers,
 you are still gracious.
By our actions,
 we disobey your commandments.
Distrust is bred through our suspicion and envy;
 anger continues in spite of Christ’s peace.
You open our eyes to Christ's righteousness,
 yet we remain blind to the truth of Christ's reconciling presence.
Forgive our deliberate misuse of your mercy,
 and in Christ hear our prayer…

 Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon  
One: Isaiah speaks of God’s comfort, of God’s pardoning of iniquity,
 and of the coming One who shall level uneven ground and make a plain of the rough places.
All: All the earth shall know
 that God’s judgment is tempered
 by Christ’s presence and peace on our behalf.
One: In Him we have assurance of pardon.
All: Amen and Amen!

W Response  Veni Emmanuel
O come, Desire of nations, bind

all peoples in one heart and mind;
bid envy, strife, and discord cease;

fill the whole world with heaven’s peace.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel.



W Passing of the Peace  
One: Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, and he shall be called
 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
 May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.
One: Let us greet each other as we share the peace of Christ.

Life of the Church 
Call to Discipleship: Shelter Service  

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

Scripture Reading Isaiah 40:1-11
 One: Hear what the Spirit speaks to the Church. 

The Word for Children  

Scripture Reading Mark 1:1-8
 One: Hear what the Spirit speaks to the Church. 

Sermon  Meeting God in Strange Places Dr. J. Lewis Johnson

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings  
 Advent Season of Giving Emphasis: Cleveland Academy of Leadership

Offertory Comfort, Comfort John Ferguson

W Doxology  Regent Square
All creation, join in praising God the Father, Spirit, Son,
evermore your voices raising to the eternal Three in One:

come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the coming king!

Invitation to the Lord’s Table
  



The Prayer of Great Thanksgiving (Sung Responsively)  
One:  The Lord be with you.  
All: And also with you.
One:  Lift up, lift up your hearts.
All: We lift them up to the Lord.
One: Let us all give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: It is right to give God thanks and praise.

 The Lord’s Prayer (Unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Sharing of the Elements    
 One: The gifts of God for the people of God.
 All: Thanks be to God!

Communion Music Of the Father’s Love Begotten arr. Paul Wohlgemuth 

Prayer After Communion  

BEARING THE WORD TO THE WORLD

W Hymn 306 Blest Be the Tie That Binds Dennis

Hymn printed at end of bulletin

W Charge and Benediction 

W Closing Voluntary Wake, Awake, For Night is Flying Michael Burkhardt

The Advent Greens in the Sanctuary

are given to the Glory of God
and in loving memory of 

Lehman C. and Juliette Hollis Moody and Mary Walker Hollis
by Rosemary Moody Roberts. 



A Few Reminders for Us All:

It is important to wear your mask while on the Church Campus. 

Observe Social Distancing with other households.

Hand sanitizer stations are available in the Narthex and Tower Room.

Smile with your eyes; wave at your neighbor. 

In order to maintain social distancing, please exit as dismissed by the ushers. 

Feel free to fellowship outdoors prior to and following the worship service. 

Thank you for your assistance.

Participating in Today’s Worship Service

Dr. J. Lewis Johnson
Rev. Joanne R. Hull
Rev. Leslie A. Lang

Advent Candlelighters
Brady and Patrick Cutler 

Patrick and Mae 

Holt Andrews, Director
Marcia Andrews, Organist

Additional Musicians
Valerie MacPhail
Lisa Cunningham

Reel Robertson
Paul MacPhail

Janet Kuntz, flute and piccolo

Children's Choirs
Chamber Singers
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O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
JESUS CHRIST: ADVENT

88

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Latin prose, pre-9th cent.; trans. composite
MUSIC: Plainsong; adapt. Thomas Helmore, 1852; arr. John Weaver, 1988
Music Arr. © 1990 John Weaver

VENI EMMANUEL
LM with refrain

These titles of the coming Christ appeared in daily Vesper antiphons sung during the week before Christmas;
their roots date at least to the reign of Charlemagne. Both text and tune are the fruit of 19th-century efforts to
reclaim Christian treasures from pre-Reformation sources.

5   O come, thou Key of David, come,
     and open wide our heavenly home;
     make safe the way that leads on high,
     and close the path to misery.
        Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
        shall come to thee, O Israel.

6   O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer
     our spirits by thine advent here;
     disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
     and deathÕs dark shadows put to ßight.
        Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
        shall come to thee, O Israel.

7   O come, Desire of nations, bind
     all peoples in one heart and mind;
     bid envy, strife, and discord cease;
     Þll the whole world with heavenÕs peace.
        Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
        shall come to thee, O Israel.

One stanza of this paraphrase of the great O Antiphons may be sung on each of the last days of Advent as follows:

Dec. 20:  O Key of David (5)
Dec. 21:  O Dayspring (6)
Dec. 22:  O Desire of Nations (7)

Dec. 23:  O Emmanuel (1)Dec. 17:  O Wisdom (2)
Dec. 18:  O Lord of might (3)
Dec. 19:  O Root of Jesse (4)

088-o come o-313.mus, Page 1



Music reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-727822. All rights reserved.
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Blest Be the Tie That Binds
THE CHURCH

306

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: John Fawcett, 1782
MUSIC: Johann Georg Nägeli, 1828; arr. Lowell Mason, 1845

DENNIS
SM

Written to express a pastor’s unwillingness to leave a beloved congregation, this hymn is frequently used as
an expression of Christian fellowship, especially at the conclusion of the Lord’s Supper. The tune is attributed
to an inßuential Swiss musician and publisher. 

*Or “Maker’s”

4/10/13
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Communion Today: Take some time prior to the service and investigate your Individual 
Communion Set. To open: 

1) Hold the edges of the cup, remove the clear cellophane to expose the wafer.
2) Hold the edges of the cup, remove the foil to expose the juice. 

Advent Season of Giving - White Gifts Reimagined: First Presbyterian will 
continue to bless several organizations with gifts wrapped in white. Each Sunday in Advent, 
we will collect gifts for an identified organization. For the wish lists of each organization, 
visit www.fpcspartanburg.com/whitegifts. There is also an option on the webpage to Give a Monetary Donation.

  Sunday, December 13 - Mobile Meals  Sunday, December 20 - Hope Center for Children
 Please bring your gift to the Front of the Sanctuary/MorningSong Worship either... 1) Prior to the service; 2) Following the 

service; or 3) You may let your child(ren) bring it forward during The Word for Children. 

Today - Shelter, A New Contemporary Worship Experience: This service, held today at 5:00pm in Fogartie 
Hall, is for all who may hear God speak clearest through melody or seek the feeling of his presence in the beating of a 
drum. Soaring lyrics and pulsing rhythms will guide us in a conversation with Christ through a unique interweaving of 
music and scripture, designed as a meditation, celebration, and spiritual release.

Angel Tree: This year FPC will participate in a Virtual Angel Tree (no contact) to remind the local children of prisoners 
that they are loved and not forgotten, not only by their incarcerated parents but also by their Heavenly Father. Please 
sponsor one or more of these 120 children by giving $42 through our online portal; the sponsored gifts will be sent directly 
to the Angel Tree kids. Each gift package will include a gift card, a personal message from the parent, an age-appropriate 
Gospel presentation, and an opportunity to request a Bible. For more information on how to support this long-standing, 
impactful ministry: www.fpcspartanburg.org/angel-tree. On the Angel Tree Website, please use the access code: NAYLH. 
The deadline to sponsor online is December 8. Questions? Contact Brandt Goodwin (brandtgoodwin@gmail.com).

Fill the Trucks for Hand in Hand: On Sunday, December 13, we will be taking donations of essential items 
to support Hand in Hand, a ministry that provides necessities to families and children in need throughout Spartanburg 
County. By providing these necessities, Hand in Hand hopes to relieve daily concerns, improve self-esteem, and allow 
children to concentrate on their education. Suggested donations are non-perishable food items, cleaning supplies, trash 
bags, hygiene products, and paper products. Let’s “fill the trucks” with these items! Drop off your donations in the Family 
Life Center Upper Parking Lot next Sunday, 8:30am-12:00pm.

Garage Concert & Carol Sing: Next Sunday, December 13, come to the Johnson Development Parking Garage 
(340 E Main St, Garage entrance is on Hall St) at 4:00pm for a brief concert from our adult musicians plus a Carol Sing 
(masked and distanced) with brass. Bring chairs to tailgate or just roll down your vehicle windows!

Participate in a Reverse Advent Calendar: Start with an empty box, and each day add the designated item to 
your box. On Christmas Eve, bring your full box to church. All donations will go to TOTAL Ministries. Decorate your box 
with Christmas/Advent theme and fill it so we can share hope and joy to others this Advent season. A complete list of items 
can be found on the church website.

Advent at First Presbyterian
Third Sunday of Advent, December 13: Special Music in Sanctuary Worship; Garage Concert and Carol Sing
Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 20: Lessons & Carols in MorningSong; Special Broadcast 2019 Moravian Love Feast
Monday, December 21: Service of Comfort and Light - 6:00pm, Sanctuary
Thursday, December 24, Christmas Eve

• 11:00am  Christmas Eve Worship - Sanctuary
• 4:00pm  Family Service – Front Lawn (rain location: Gym)
• 7:30pm  Christmas Eve Candlelight Service – Front Lawn (rain location: Sanctuary)
• 11:00pm  We will be rebroadcasting our 2019 Messiah Service, featuring our Chancel Choir.

LIFE OF THE CHURCH for SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2020


