
WELCOME to 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Spartanburg, SC

First Presbyterian Church is a community of believers committed to
“Glorifying God and Sharing Christ Together through Word and Deed.”

SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

DECEMBER 13, 2020
11:00AM SANCTUARY

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

Pre-Service Music

Welcome and Invitation  

Introit  Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming arr. Michael Praetorius

Lighting of the Advent Wreath: Joy 
Unison Prayer
 Heavenly Father,
  creator of the world,
  thank you for the promise of joy.
 Guide us as we prepare
  for the coming of Jesus Christ,
  who brings light to the world. Amen.

Please Stand



 Hymn 123 It Came Upon the Midnight Clear Carol

Hymn printed at end of bulletin
(Verses 1, 4, and 5)

Advent Prayer of Confession (Unison)  
God, you share with us words of joy and hope, words of Good News.
 But sometimes we are unable to hear them
  because the source is too familiar.
 You call us to share the Good News with those around us.
 But sometimes we are unable to share
  because the people know us too well.
 You encourage us to send messengers to other places
  where they will be heard better.
 But we can be jealous,
  wanting the Good News to be for us, not them.

 In the multitude of ways we can and have subverted
  your message of freedom and healing,
  in all the ways we have kept the Jubilee year from happening,
  we have left  the path of true wisdom
  and call upon your Grace to lead us back on track. 
 We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ…

 Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon  
One: Th is is the time of God's favour. God's grace continues to proclaim  release to the captives, sight to the 

blind, Good News to the poor, and freedom to the oppressed.
  We live as loved, forgiven and free people through the grace of God!
All: Hallelujah! Amen.

 Response  St. Louis
How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift  is given!

So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heaven.
No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin,

where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in.

 Passing of the Peace  
One: Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given,
 and he shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
 May the joy and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.
One: Let us greet each other as we share the joy of Christ.

The Word for Children 



PROCLAIMING THE WORD

Scripture Reading Luke 2:1-7

Anthem  O Magnum Mysterium Francis Poulenc
O great mystery, wonderful sacrament, that animals should see the new-born Lord, lying in a manger.

Blessed is the virgin whose womb was worthy to bear Christ the Lord.

Scripture Reading Luke 2:8

Anthem  Quem Pastores Patrick Hawes
Th e one who the shepherds praised, and about whom the angels said, “Be not afraid. Th e king of glory is born!”

To him the kings walked with their gift s.
Let us rejoice with Mary and the angels, singing a sweet song to the infant.

Of Christ the newborn King, brought to us by Mary, We should all sing “Praise, Honor and Glory.”

Scripture Reading Luke 2:9-14 

Anthem  Angels Carol John Rutter

Scripture Reading Luke 2:15

Anthem  Star Carol John Rutter

Scripture Reading Luke 2:16

Anthem  Jesus, Jesus, Rest your Head Bob Chilcott

Scripture Reading Luke 2:17-20

Anthem  Away in a Manger Michael Higgins
(Please join in singing the second verse)

Th e cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, but little Lord Jesus no crying he makes,
I love thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky, and stay by my side until morning is nigh.



RESPONDING TO THE WORD

Prayers of the People  
 The Lord's Prayer (Unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Th y name. 
Th y kingdom come. Th y will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 
For Th ine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings  
 Advent Season of Giving Emphasis: Mobile Meals

Offertory A Virgin Most Pure arr. Raymond Haan

 Doxology  Regent Square
All creation, join in praising God the Father, Spirit, Son,
evermore your voices raising to the eternal Th ree in One:

come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the coming king!

Prayer of Thanksgiving  

BEARING THE WORD TO THE WORLD

 Hymn 132 Good Christian Friends, Rejoice In Dulci Jubilo

Hymn printed at end of bulletin

 Charge and Benediction 

 Closing Voluntary Good Christian Friends, Rejoice Wilbur Held

Th e Advent Greens in the Sanctuary

are given to the Glory of God
and in loving memory of 

Mr. and Mrs. William Grant Willard, Jr. and Mr. Benjamin Sims Willard
by their family.



Please wear your mask while on the Church Campus. 

Observe Social Distancing with other households.

Hand sanitizer stations are available in the Narthex and Tower Room.

Smile with your eyes; wave at your neighbor. 

In order to maintain social distancing, please exit as dismissed by the ushers. 

Feel free to fellowship outdoors prior to and following the worship service. 

Thank you for your assistance.

Participating in Today’s Worship Service

Dr. J. Lewis Johnson
Rev. J. Robert Bannan, Jr.

Rev. L. Craig Foster
Rev. Joanne R. Hull
Rev. Leslie A. Lang

Mrs. Holly M. Bannan

Advent Candlelighters
Natalie and Steven Mullen

McClure and John 

Holt Andrews, Director
Marcia Andrews, Organist

Additional Musicians
Quartet:

Valerie MacPhail
Lisa Cunningham

Reel Robertson
Paul MacPhail

Chamber Singers

Chancel Choir

Kela Walton, Harp
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Music reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-727822. All rights reserved.
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Good Christian Friends, Rejoice132

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Medieval Latin; trans. and para. John Mason Neale, 1853, alt.
MUSIC: German folk melody, 14th cent.; harm. David Hugh Jones, 1953
Music Harm. © 1955, ren. 1983 John Ribble (admin. Westminster John Knox Press)

IN DULCI JUBILO
6.6.7.7.7.8.5.5

Carols using two languages, like this one dating from at least the 14th century, belong to a special group
called “macaronic,” the original languages here being German and Latin. Though the present version is only
in English, it is sung to the traditional German folk melody.



Advent Season of Giving - White Gifts Reimagined: First Presbyterian will continue to bless several 
organizations with gift s wrapped in white. Each Sunday in Advent, we will collect gift s for an identifi ed organization. For 
the wish lists of each organization, visit www.fpcspartanburg.com/whitegift s. Th ere is also an option on the webpage to 
Give a Monetary Donation.

  Sunday, December 20 - Hope Center for Children
 Please bring your gift  to the Front of the Sanctuary/MorningSong Worship either... 1) Prior to the service; 2) Following the 

service; or 3) You may let your child(ren) bring it forward during Th e Word for Children. 

Fill the Trucks for Hand in Hand: Th is Morning, we are taking donations of essential items to support Hand in 
Hand, a ministry that provides necessities to families and children in need throughout Spartanburg County. By providing 
these necessities, Hand in Hand hopes to relieve daily concerns, improve self-esteem, and allow children to concentrate on 
their education. Suggested donations are non-perishable food items, cleaning supplies, trash bags, hygiene products, and 
paper products. Let’s “fi ll the trucks” with these items! Drop off  your donations in the Family Life Center Upper Parking 
Lot today, 8:30am-12:00pm.

Garage Concert and Carol Sing: Th is Aft ernoon, come to the Johnson Development Parking Garage (340 E 
Main St, Garage entrance is on Hall St) at 4:00pm for a brief concert from our adult musicians plus a Carol Sing (masked 
and distanced) with brass. Bring chairs to tailgate or just roll down your vehicle windows!

Participate in a Reverse Advent Calendar: Start with an empty box, and each day add the designated item to 
your box. On Christmas Eve, bring your full box to church. All donations will go to TOTAL Ministries. Decorate your box 
with Christmas/Advent theme and fi ll it so we can share hope and joy to others this Advent season. A complete list of items 
can be found on the church website.

Lessons and Carols Next Sunday: Next Sunday, December 20, in the MorningSong worship service (8:45am in 
Fogartie Hall), the MorningSong Music Team will lead the congregation in the carols of the Advent and Christmas seasons.

Moravian Love Feast: Next Sunday, December 20, at 5:00pm, we will be re-broadcasting our 2019 Moravian Love 
Feast, with a special live introduction from Ginger Shuler.

Service of Comfort and Light: Are the holidays made more diffi  cult this year because of a loss or sadness in your 
life? You are invited to join us for an intimate time of worship on Monday, December 21, at 6:00pm in the Sanctuary. Th is 
"Service of Comfort and Light," which includes communion and candlelighting, is especially for those who struggle during 
the Christmas season.

Christmas Eve Services, Thursday, December 24
11:00am  Christmas Eve Worship - Sanctuary

Th is will be our only planned indoor service. For those that may have evening plans, please join us for this very 
special worship service on Christmas Eve Morning in the Sanctuary. 

 4:00pm Family Service – Front Lawn (rain location: Gym)
Come, all you angels, shepherds, animals, and kings! Join in on Christmas Eve for our Family Service Nativity 
Pageant. Any child may come dressed as the part he or she wants to play (from those listed above).
Th is year we will hold our Family Service on the Front Lawn! Bring your own chair. 

 7:30pm Christmas Eve Candlelight Service – Front Lawn (rain location: Sanctuary)
A diff erent take on our traditional candlelight service. Join us in front of the Sanctuary for a candlelight service 
featuring the spoken word and Christmas music led by brass. Please bring your own chairs and, if needed, 
fl ashlights (cell phone fl ashlights are perfect). Candles will be provided to all participants.

11:00pm Messiah Rebroadcast
 At 11:00pm, we will be rebroadcasting our 2019 Messiah Service, featuring our Chancel Choir.

LIFE OF THE CHURCH for SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2020


