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Welcome to First Presbyterian Church!

If You Are New Here Whether you are searching for a church home or visiting from out of town, 
we are delighted that you are worshiping with us today. If you are interested in receiving more information 
about membership or the ministries of our congregation, please be sure to speak with a pastor before or aft er 
today’s worship or fi ll out the friendship register. We would love to get to know you better!

Pastoral Concern? Please let us know how we can be praying for you by visiting with a pastor 
before or aft er worship. If you need to contact a Minister, call 864-208-2142 day or night.

Children of All Ages Are Welcome in Worship!

Activity Bags located in the welcoming areas of each worship venue are available for your child to use during 
worship. Aft er worship, please return the crayons and bags to the baskets. Th e activity sheet is for your child 
to keep.
Nursery is available for infants through age 3 in the Clark Building in Room 105.
After The Word for Children in the 11:00am Traditional Service, children 3K-1st grade may attend Children’s 
Worship with Ms. Kara. After the service, families are asked to pick their children up from Room 202 of the 
Clark Building. 

To Aid in Worship Advanced listening technology, large-print hymnals, and large-print bulletins are 
available upon request for the Chapel and Sanctuary. Please locate an usher for assistance. 

Worship Online Livestreaming of the Contemporary and Traditional Worship Services is available 
at fpcspartanburg.org/worship. Additionally, sermons are on Apple Podcasts, Spotify, Amazon Music, or 
wherever you fi nd your podcasts!

Ways to Give  There are many ways you can support the missions and ministries of First Presbyterian. 
During worship, place your gift in the Offering Plate or scan one of these QR Codes 
(you may give via ShelbyNext or via Venmo). Additionally, you may mail a check to 
the church office (address on back of bulletin). Thank you. Questions? Contact Church 
Financial Offi  cer Lynise Clarke; 864-208-2130/lclarke@fpcspartanburg.org.

Welcome to First Presbyterian Church Spartanburg – we are delighted that you are joining us for 
worship today! First Presbyterian is a community of believers in the heart of Spartanburg seeking to 
know and share the transformative love of Jesus Christ with others. Here you will encounter people 
who come from all walks of life representing diverse beliefs and faith experiences. What binds us 
together is our common hope in Jesus Christ. Through worship, study, fellowship, and mission we seek 
to root our lives in scripture, nurture our unity in Christ, and serve our neighbors in faith! No matter 
who you are or where you are on your spiritual journey, know that you are welcome here.

Peace,
Rev. Alan F. Dyer
Senior Pastor

ShelbyNext
(No log in required)

Venmo



 Early Worship

8:30am

Chapel

In the call to 
worship, God 
gathers us. 
Through words 
spoken or sung 
from Scripture, 
we proclaim 
who God is 
and what God 
has done, 
remembering 
that worship 
begins with God 
- not with us.

 Please rise in
body or in spirit.

Gathering Around the Word

WELCOME AND INVITATION  Rev. Alan F. Dyer
 This is the day that the Lord has made;
   Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

OPENING VOLUNTARY In Green Pastures Harold Darke

CALL TO WORSHIP  Rev. Ansley B. Page
 Come, all who are weary of striving and comparison.
  We come seeking the way of Christ.
 Come, all who long for mercy more than status.
  We come trusting God’s grace.
 Come, all who hunger for a life shaped by love.
  We come ready to be formed by humility.
 Come, all who would follow Jesus on the path of self-giving.
  We come to walk humbly with our God.

HYMN 363 Rejoice, the Lord Is King! DARWALL’S 148TH

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
 Merciful God,
  we confess that humility does not come easily to us.
 We want to be seen, affi  rmed, and in control.
 Too oft en we measure ourselves against others and confuse success with faithfulness.
 Forgive us when pride shapes our choices and fear limits our compassion.
 Form in us the mind of Christ, that we might walk more humbly,
  love more generously, and serve more faithfully, for the sake of the world you love.
 SILENT CONFESSION

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
 In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
  Thanks be to God!

RESPONSE: HYMN 447  WE ARE FORGIVEN
We are forgiven. We are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God.
We are forgiven. We are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God.

PASSING OF THE PEACE
 The peace of Christ be with you.
  And also with you.

LIFE OF THE CHURCH



“To be a 
Christian without 

prayer is no more 
possible than to 
be alive without 

breathing.” 
-Martin Luther 

King, Jr.

Proclaiming the Word

FIRST READING Matthew 5:1-12

SECOND READING Philippians 2:1-11

SERMON Mighty Waters: Walk Humbly Rev. Alan F. Dyer

Responding to the Word

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH   Rev. L. Craig Foster
 FROM A DECLARATION OF FAITH

Jesus Christ overthrew evil powers that enslaved and degraded people,
 yet he made no use of power to protect himself.
He healed those who were sick in body and mind,
 yet he did not avoid pain and suff ering for himself.
He commanded his followers to place loyalty to him
 above loyalty to family and country, yet he lived among them as a servant.
Jesus taught with authority, challenging many time-honored customs and ideas,
 yet he submitted to humiliation and death without a word on his own behalf.
He forgave sinners, yet he was counted among sinners.

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

OFFERTORY So Art Thou to Me K. Lee Scott

DOXOLOGY: HYMN 606  OLD HUNDREDTH
Praise God, from whom all blessings fl ow; praise God, all creatures here below;
praise God above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
 THE LORD’S PRAYER  Hymnal Page 35

Bearing the Word to the World

HYMN 686 God of Our Life SANDON

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

Benediction Response Lafferty
Seek ye fi rst the kingdom of God and its righteousness,

and all these things shall be added unto you. Allelu, alleluia!

CLOSING VOLUNTARY Darwall’s 148 Charles Callahan



 Contemporary Worship

9:00am

Fogartie Hall

 Please rise in
body or in spirit.

In the call to 
worship, God 
gathers us. 
Through words 
spoken or sung 
from Scripture, 
we proclaim 
who God is 
and what God 
has done, 
remembering 
that worship 
begins with God 
- not with us.

INSTRUMENTAL PRAYER Still

WELCOME Landon Hammett

CALL TO WORSHIP

SONG OF PRAISE  All the People Said Amen

PRAYER OF CONFESSION Rev. Leslie L. Denny

SUNG ASSURANCE OF PARDON O Come to the Altar

PASSING OF THE PEACE

LIFE OF THE CHURCH  Rev. Rachel N. Klompmaker

CHILDREN’S TIME

ANTHEM  The Same Love

FIRST READING Matthew 5:1-12 Addyson Hammett

SECOND READING Philippians 2:1-11

SERMON Mighty Waters: Walk Humbly Rev. Alan F. Dyer

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
 FROM A DECLARATION OF FAITH

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
 THE LORD’S PRAYER

CLOSING SONG  Love Has Come

BENEDICTION



Traditional Worship

11:00am

Sanctuary

 Please rise in
body or in spirit.

In the call to 
worship, God 

gathers us. 
Through words 
spoken or sung 
from Scripture, 

we proclaim 
who God is 

and what God 
has done, 

remembering 
that worship 

begins with God 
- not with us.

Gathering Around the Word

WELCOME AND INVITATION  Rev. Alan F. Dyer
 This is the day that the Lord has made;
  Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

OPENING VOLUNTARY In Green Pastures Harold Darke

 ACOLYTE  Ben Harrelson

INTROIT Laudate Dominum LAUDATE DOMINUM

CALL TO WORSHIP  Rev. Leslie L. Denny
 Come, all who are weary of striving and comparison.
  We come seeking the way of Christ.
 Come, all who long for mercy more than status.
  We come trusting God’s grace.
 Come, all who hunger for a life shaped by love.
  We come ready to be formed by humility.
 Come, all who would follow Jesus on the path of self-giving.
  We come to walk humbly with our God.

HYMN 363 Rejoice, the Lord Is King! DARWALL’S 148TH

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
 Merciful God,
  we confess that humility does not come easily to us.
 We want to be seen, affi  rmed, and in control.
 Too oft en we measure ourselves against others
  and confuse success with faithfulness.
 Forgive us when pride shapes our choices
  and fear limits our compassion.
 Form in us the mind of Christ,
  that we might walk more humbly,
  love more generously,
  and serve more faithfully,
  for the sake of the world you love.
 SILENT CONFESSION

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
 In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
  Thanks be to God!



RESPONSE: HYMN 447  WE ARE FORGIVEN
We are forgiven. We are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God.
We are forgiven. We are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God.

PASSING OF THE PEACE
 The peace of Christ be with you.
  And also with you.

LIFE OF THE CHURCH

Proclaiming the Word

THE WORD FOR CHILDREN Rev. Rachel N. Klompmaker
Children ages three years to fi rst grade are invited to dismiss to Children’s Worship;

those second grade and older will return to the pews.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION     Come to Me, O Weary Traveler AUSTIN

FIRST READING Matthew 5:1-12 Caroline Ringo

SECOND READING Philippians 2:1-11

SERMON Mighty Waters: Walk Humbly Rev. Alan F. Dyer

Responding to the Word

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  Rev. L. Craig Foster
 FROM A DECLARATION OF FAITH

Jesus Christ overthrew evil powers that enslaved and degraded people,
 yet he made no use of power to protect himself.
He healed those who were sick in body and mind,
 yet he did not avoid pain and suff ering for himself.
He commanded his followers to place loyalty to him
 above loyalty to family and country, yet he lived among them as a servant.
Jesus taught with authority, challenging many time-honored customs and ideas,
 yet he submitted to humiliation and death without a word on his own behalf.
He forgave sinners, yet he was counted among sinners.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
 THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.  

“To be a 
Christian without 
prayer is no more 
possible than to 
be alive without 
breathing.” 
-Martin Luther 
King, Jr.



PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

OFFERTORY Gentle Words arr. Kevin Siegried

DOXOLOGY
 HYMN 606  OLD HUNDREDTH

Praise God, from whom all blessings fl ow;
praise God, all creatures here below;
praise God above, ye heavenly host;

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Bearing the Word to the World

HYMN 686 God of Our Life SANDON

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

Benediction Response
 Hymn 175, verse 1  Lafferty

Seek ye fi rst the kingdom of God
and its righteousness,

and all these things shall be added unto you.
Allelu, alleluia!

CLOSING VOLUNTARY Darwall’s 148 Charles Callahan

As we offer our 
gifts, we give 
thanks for all 

that God has 
entrusted to 

us and for the 
privilege of 

serving in God’s 
name. The 

Doxology is an 
ancient song 
of praise that 

joins our voices 
with all creation 
- past, present, 
and future - in 

glorifying God.

Th e Flowers in the Sanctuary
are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of 

Susan Craig Murphy and Donald Lee Moore, Jr. and Donald Lee Moore III
by their families.



Life of the Church

Sunday, January 18, 2026

Next Sunday:

100th Anniversary Celebration

On Sunday, January 25, we will celebrate 100 years 
of First Presbyterian Church’s location at 393 East 
Main Street - a century of faith, community, and 
God’s steadfast presence - with two worship services, 
at 9:00am and 11:00am in the Sanctuary. Between 
services, enjoy refreshments, warm fellowship, and 
shared memories at 10:00am in Fogartie Hall.

January Sermon Series

In a world marked by deep injustice, division, and 
suff ering, the call of God still echoes through the voices 
of the prophets: Let justice roll down like mighty waters. 
This three-week series, Mighty Waters: God’s Call For 
Justice, Mercy, and Humble Discipleship, invites us to 
confront the brokenness around us - not with despair, 
but with a faith that does justice, loves mercy, and walks 
humbly with God. Rooted in Scripture and grounded 
in hope, we’ll explore what it means to embody God’s 
vision of justice in our time and in our lives. Today we 
conclude our January Sermon Series.

MLK Unity Week

Community Celebration: Sunday, January 18
The annual Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Community 
Celebration will take place at 3:00pm at the Spartanburg 
Memorial Auditorium. 
MLK Day of Service: Monday, January 19
There are multiple volunteer opportunities around 
Spartanburg. Visit the United Way of Piedmont website 
to pick your MLK Day of Service project.

Pastoral Counselor

We are pleased to announce that Rev. Heidi Campbell-
Robinson has joined our staff  in a part-time capacity 
as a Pastoral Counselor and has begun seeing clients. 
Please email Heidi at hcrobinson@fpcspartanburg to 
set up an appointment.

Wednesdays at First- Jan 21

5:00pm Dinner Line Opens (Fogartie Hall)
5:00pm Children’s Choirs (Clark Building)
6:15pm Recreation for Children (Gym)
6:15pm Younger Women’s Bible Study (F207, FLC)
6:30pm Sharing our Stories (Fogartie)
6:30pm Youth Fellowship
7:30pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room)

Pre-register for dinner by 4:00pm each Monday. 
Visit fpcspartanburg.org/waf or scan the QR code.
January 21 Menu: Pot Roast, Soup, Fried Okra, 
Salad Bar, Bread, Dessert, and Beverage. 
Children can eat from the adult menu or 
have Chicken Tenders, Mac & Cheese, 
Fruit, Dessert, and Beverage. 

Sharing Our Stories at WAF

Part of our Sacred Stones, 

Living Faith 100 Year Celebration

You’ve heard some of the dates and events of the 
last 100 years. You have seen the posters around the 
church telling the history of diff erent places. Now 
hear the stories from the people who lived them, as 
a panel of long-term members of our congregation 
share their memories, as we approach our grand 
celebration of 100 years on this campus on Sunday, 
January 25. As always, you can come for dinner 
(please make reservations using the QR Code above) 
and stay to hear the stories, or join your church family 
in Fogartie Hall at 6:30pm this Wednesday, January 21.

Help with A Way Home Guests

First Presbyterian will host A Way Home families the 
week of March 8-15. A Way Home provides onsite 
housing and hospitality for unhoused families. Look 
for the sign-up form in early February. If you are 
interested in helping and have not received training, 
contact Rhonda Dickerson at rhonda032856@gmail.
com or 843-407-8065. It is a quick and easy process.



Tickled Pink 2026

Tickled Pink Women’s Bible Study kicks off  2026 on 
Tuesday, January 20, at 9:15am in Fogartie Hall. 
The evening group will meet at 5:30pm in Room 207 
in the Family Life Center, 2nd Floor. Our new study, 
Seeing Jesus Here and Now, will turn the prism 
of Luke’s Gospel to see Jesus – really see him – in 
miracles, parables, conversations, and encounters. 
Then together we will look for Jesus close at hand 
in our here and now.  All women are invited to be a 
part of our study and fellowship. Come for the Bible 
study. Come for the fun and friendship. Just come! 
Bring a friend too!  Questions? Email Ansley Page  
(apage@fpcspartanburg.org).

Better Ways to Read the Bible

Too oft en in today’s world, scripture is weaponized 
to fuel and justify hatred and even violence. 
Zach Lambert’s book, “Better Ways to Read the 
Bible” looks at four harmful lenses through which 
Christians oft en read the Bible and suggests 
four more helpful, fruitful, and faithful lenses as 
alternatives. With what lenses do you approach the 
Bible? Come explore how we can faithfully read 
the Bible today. In-person and Zoom options are 
available as well as two diff erent times and days: 
Mondays at noon, January 26 – March 30, OR 
Thursdays at 5:30pm, January 29 – April 9. Both 
off erings will be led by Rev. Craig Foster. 

The Gospel of Matthew

From the visit of the Magi and the Sermon on the 
Mount to Peter walking on water, the Gospel of 
Matthew gives us a unique perspective on the life 
and ministry of Jesus, especially highlighting his 
teachings. In this study, we will take a deep dive into 
Matthew to fi nd how it can shape our faith and our 
discipleship today. In-person and Zoom options 
are available. This study will meet on Tuesdays at 
12:30pm, January 27 - April 7, and will 
be led by Rev. Craig Foster (Optional 
Commentaries: Matthew for Everyone, 
Parts 1 & 2 by N.T. Wright)

Reading the Bible Better:

WAF Series

Explore some very practical ways that we can read 
the Bible more faithfully and fruitfully. This class 
will meet Wednesdays, January 28, March 4, and 
April 8, 6:30-7:15pm, in the Social Hall. 

Bring Your Keycards!

We encourage all members to bring their keycards 
to church. Th ese not only serve as access to the 
building but also demonstrate our commitment to 
Christian hospitality (learning each other’s names!). 

Donations Needed

The Neighborhood Meal Ministry needs outdoor 
blankets, sleeping bags, and heavy winter coats (in 
larger sizes). Donations can be dropped off  at the 
Arthur Center or the Family Life Center desk.

Chapel Open

The Chapel is open for prayer Monday-Friday, 9:00am-
5:00pm. You may place prayer needs in the designated 
box, and our staff  will pray over your requests.

Gym Hours

Our gym is open Monday-Thursday from 7:00am-
8:00pm; Friday from 7:00am-2:00pm; and Saturday 
from 8:00am-12noon. If you plan to access the fi tness 
area/walking track, please bring your keycard.

Learn Mahjong

Have you been dreaming of learning to play 
MAHJONG? Katherine Barre is here to help you to 
learn to play over two, 2-hour sessions: the fi rst is 
on Wednesday, January 21, and the second is on 
Wednesday,  January 28. Both sessions will be held 
10:00am-12:00noon and will meet in the Large 
Private Dining Room. You will need to attend both 
sessions. No experience is necessary 
and all materials will be provided. Space 
is limited; please sign up by using this 
QR Code. Questions? Contact Colleen 
Darrall (cdarrall@fpcspartanburg.org).

Use this QR Code
for Mondays

Use this QR Code
for Thursdays



Today’s Musicians

Early Worship
Holt Andrews

Marcia Andrews
Jared Rosen

Contemporary Worship 
Kolby Carrouth, drums

Lisa Cunningham, piano/vocals
Landon Hammett, vocals

Anna Harkey, violin
Matt Kelly, guitar/vocals
Jeff  Key, electric guitar

Corey McDaniels, bass guitar

Traditional Worship
Holt Andrews

Marcia Andrews
Chancel Choir

Calendar

JANUARY 18
MLK Community Celebration

JANUARY 19
All Church Facilities Closed

MLK Day of Service

Looking Ahead

JANUARY 25
Celebration of 100 Years at 393 East Main!

Worship at 9:00am and 11:00am (Sanctuary)
FEBRUARY 11

Annual Meeting
FEBRUARY 15
Youth Sunday
FEBRUARY 17

Presbytery Meeting
FEBRUARY 18

Ash Wednesday
FEBRUARY 21

High School Ski Trip to Beech Mountain
MARCH 8-15

A Way Home Guests Onsite
MARCH 24

An Evening of Legacy: The 1843 Fund Dinner

Keep up with all Life of the Church events at 
fpcspartanburg.org.

Offertory

Gentle Words
Polly M. Rupe (1867)

What the dew is to the flower,
Gentle words are to the soul;
And a blessing to the giver,
And so dear to the receiver,
We should never withhold.
Gentle words kindly spoken

Often soothe the troubled mind,
While links of love are broken

By words that are unkind.
 Then O thou gentle spirt,
My constant guardian be,

“Do to others” be my motto,
“as I’d have them do to me.”

Sunday School 

10:00am

CHILDREN AND YOUTH
Nursery – Room C105 (Clark Building)

Preschool (3K-5K) – Room C110 (Clark Building)
1st & 2nd Grade - Room C202
3rd & 4th Grade - Room C203

5th Grade - Room C206
Youth - Second Floor of the Family Life Center

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL
Bible Alive – Room 2215 & Zoom

An extensive book-by-book study of the Bible

Emmaus – Purnell Room
A journey with eyes open towards Jesus, with fellowship 

and a fresh new scripture-based lesson each week.

Faith Forum - Social Hall
All ages are welcome to the Faith Forum! 

January: Our Associate Pastors will build on
the Mighty Waters sermon series.

Front Cover: “Jesus Washing Peter’s Feet” by Ford Madox Brown
Public domain, via Wikimedia Commons



Rev. Alan F. Dyer
Senior Pastor

Rev. Leslie L. Denny
Associate Pastor

Young Adults and Missions

Rev. L. Craig Foster
Associate Pastor 

Discipleship

Rev. Rachel N. Klompmaker
Associate Pastor

Congregational Care

Rev. Ansley B. Page
Pastoral Associate

Engagement

Holt Andrews
Pastoral Musician

Marcia Andrews
Associate Director of Music;

Organist

Kara Clark
Director of Children’s Ministries

Rev. Merianna N. Harrelson
Director of Youth and Family Ministry

Carrie Coleman
Youth Ministry Coordinator

Beth Cecil
Parish Nurse

Colleen Darrall
Director of Recreation

Rev. Heidi Campbell-Robinson
Pastoral Counselor

Jane Mullins
Director of Hospitality

Pano Stathakis
Kitchen Assistant

Kris Graham
Director of the Weekday School

Lisa Cunningham
Contemporary Worship Music Leader

Lee Raines
Facilities Administrator

Jim Pitts
Campus Safety and Services Manager

Lynise Clarke
Director of Finance

Joanie Shackleton
Assistant Director of Finance 

and Mission Support

Monteigne Campbell
Offi  ce Manager and

Executive Assistant to the Senior Pastor

Cathy Bagwell
Visitor and New Member Coordinator

Ian Ritchings
Communications Coordinator

Shannon Hutcheson
Administrative Assistant

Weekday School, Children’s and 
Adult Discipleship

Cathy Rush
Receptionist and 
Admin to Music

Kerri Bell
Administrative Assistant

Congregational Care and Deacons

Andy Mayfi eld
Grounds Manager

Judith Holbert
Tiff any Long

William Massey
Custodians

Ministers: All Members of the ChurchMinisters: All Members of the Church

We are a community of believers committed to “Glorifying God and Sharing Christ Together through Word and Deed.”

To Ponder PrayerfullyTo Ponder Prayerfully
“If you want to be important - wonderful.
If you want to be recognized - wonderful.

If you want to be great - wonderful.
But recognize that he who is greatest among you shall be your servant.

Th at’s a new defi nition of greatness.”

- Martin Luther King, Jr.

393 East Main Street
Spartanburg, SC 29302

864/583-4531
www.fpcspartanburg.org


