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Welcome to First Presbyterian Church!

If You Are New Here Whether you are searching for a church home or visiting from out of town, 
we are delighted that you are worshiping with us today. If you are interested in receiving more information 
about membership or the ministries of our congregation, please be sure to speak with a pastor before or after 
today’s worship or fill out the friendship register. We would love to get to know you better!

Pastoral Concern? Please let us know how we can be praying for you by visiting with a pastor 
before or after worship. If you need to contact a Minister, call 864-208-2142 day or night.

Children of All Ages Are Welcome in Worship! 
Activity Bags located in the welcoming areas of each worship venue are available for your child to use during 
worship. After worship, please return the crayons and bags to the baskets. The activity sheet is for your child 
to keep.
Nursery is available for infants through age 3 in the Clark Building in Room 105.
After The Word for Children in the 11:00am Traditional Service, children 3K-1st grade may attend Children’s 
Worship with Ms. Kara. After the service, families are asked to pick their children up from Room 202 of the 
Clark Building. 

To Aid in Worship Advanced listening technology, large-print hymnals, and large-print bulletins are 
available upon request for the Chapel and Sanctuary. Please locate an usher for assistance. 

Worship Online Livestreaming of the Contemporary and Traditional Worship Services is available 
at fpcspartanburg.org/worship. Additionally, sermons are on Apple Podcasts, Spotify, Amazon Music, or 
wherever you find your podcasts!

Ways to Give  There are many ways you can support the missions and ministries of First Presbyterian. 
During worship, place your gift in the Offering Plate or scan one of these QR Codes 
(you may give via ShelbyNext or via Venmo). Additionally, you may mail a check to 
the church office (address on back of bulletin). Thank you. Questions? Contact Church 
Financial Officer Lynise Clarke; 864-208-2130/lclarke@fpcspartanburg.org.

Welcome to First Presbyterian Church Spartanburg – we are delighted that you are joining us for 
worship today! First Presbyterian is a community of believers in the heart of Spartanburg seeking to 
know and share the transformative love of Jesus Christ with others. Here you will encounter people 
who come from all walks of life representing diverse beliefs and faith experiences. What binds us 
together is our common hope in Jesus Christ. Through worship, study, fellowship, and mission we seek 
to root our lives in scripture, nurture our unity in Christ, and serve our neighbors in faith! No matter 
who you are or where you are on your spiritual journey, know that you are welcome here.

Peace,
Rev. Alan F. Dyer
Senior Pastor

ShelbyNext Venmo



 Early Worship
8:30am 
Chapel

Gathering Around the Word
Welcome and Invitation		  Rev. Alan F. Dyer
	 This is the day that the Lord has made;
	  	 Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Opening Voluntary	              Choral	 Joseph Jongen

WCall to Worship	                                                              Rev. Rachel N. Klompmaker
Come into this space where burdens are lifted,
where what is bent is straightened, and what is weary finds rest.

We come seeking the One whose mercy breaks every chain
and whose justice rolls down like mighty waters.

God does not call us to empty ritual, but to a living faith that feeds the hungry,
welcomes the stranger, and makes room for healing.

Here we are, O God—ready to be met, moved, and made new.
Let us worship the Lord with joy.

WHymn 744                                Arise, Your Light Is Come!                                       Festal Song

Prayer of Confession		                                                                                        
Gracious God, 
you call us to delight in you by working for justice,
but we confess that we often resist your call. 

We cling to what is familiar and overlook those who suffer. 
We silence voices crying out for healing and shrink from the freedom you offer. 
Forgive us. Lift us up from what is bent and broken. 
Teach us again the holy rhythm of mercy, justice, and joy.
	

Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon 		                                                                                        
		  In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God!

WResponse: Hymn 447	 	 We Are Forgiven
We are forgiven. We are forgiven.

Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God.
We are forgiven. We are forgiven.

Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God.

WPassing of the Peace          		                                       
	 The peace of Christ be with you.
		  And also with you.

Life of the Church                 		                                                                              

Today is Rally 
Day at First 
Presbyterian - a 
Sunday when 
we joyfully mark 
the beginning of 
a new program 
year in the life 
of our church. It 
is a time when 
we recommit 
ourselves to 
growing in faith, 
nurturing one 
another, and 
stepping more 
deeply into 
the rhythms 
of worship, 
learning, service, 
and community. 
Whether you’re 
returning after 
a summer away 
or stepping into 
something new 
for the first time, 
we give thanks 
that you are 
here! 

W Please rise in
body or in spirit.



 Proclaiming the Word

Scripture Reading	 Luke 13:10-17	                                                                             

Sermon	 	 Rev. Alan F. Dyer

Responding to the Word

WAffirmation of Faith 	                                                              	
From A Brief Statement of Faith
We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. 
Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: 
preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives, 
teaching by word and deed and blessing the children, 
healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, 
eating with outcasts, forgiving sinners, 
and calling all to repent and believe the gospel. 

With believers in every time and place, 
we rejoice that nothing in life or in death can separate us 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings                                                    	

Offertory	 I Lift Up Mine Eyes	 Allen Pote

WDoxology	                                                                                                      Lasst Uns Erfreuen
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise God, all creatures here below. Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise God, above ye heavenly hosts, praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Prayers of the People		
	 The Lord’s Prayer	                                                                                                     Hymnal Page 35	

	
Bearing the Word to the World

WHymn 23	 God, You Spin the Whirling Planets	 Austrian Hymn
(Using the tune of Hymn #81)

WCharge and Benediction	                                                                            

WBenediction Response
	Hymn 288		  Living God

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.

Melt me; mold me; fill me; use me.
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.

Closing Voluntary	        Intrada	 Grayston Ives

As we begin 
a new season 

together, what 
are you taking 

from worship 
today? A word 

of hope, a 
challenge to 

grow, a glimpse 
of grace? On this 
Rally Day, carry it 
with you into the 

week ahead—
watching for 

where God will 
meet you next.

identity.



 Contemporary Worship
9:00am 

Fogartie Hall

W Please rise in
body or in spirit.

Today is Rally 
Day at First 
Presbyterian - a 
Sunday when 
we joyfully mark 
the beginning of 
a new program 
year in the life 
of our church. It 
is a time when 
we recommit 
ourselves to 
growing in faith, 
nurturing one 
another, and 
stepping more 
deeply into 
the rhythms 
of worship, 
learning, service, 
and community. 
Whether you’re 
returning after 
a summer away 
or stepping into 
something new 
for the first time, 
we give thanks 
that you are 
here! 

Instrumental Prayer	

Welcome	 Landon Hammett

WCall to Worship 	

WSong of Praise 	 Free Amen

Prayer of Confession 		  Rev. Leslie L. Denny

Sung Assurance of Pardon	 	 O Come To The Altar

WPassing of the Peace 		

Life of the Church 		

Children’s Time		

Anthem		  Psalm 34 Taste and See

First Reading	 Isaiah 58:9b-14	

Second Reading	 Luke 13:10-17	

Sermon	 	 Rev. Alan F. Dyer

WAffirmation of Faith		

Prayers of the People		   
	 The Lord’s Prayer

WClosing Song	 Doxology (Amen)

WBenediction	



Traditional Worship
11:00am

Sanctuary

Gathering Around the Word

Welcome and Invitation		  Rev. Alan F. Dyer 
 	 This is the day that the Lord has made;

 	 Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Opening Voluntary	 Choral	 Joseph Jongen

Introit                                                      Jubilate Deo                                                                          W.A. Mozart

WCall to Worship	                                                              Rev. Rachel N. Klompmaker
Come into this space where burdens are lifted,
where what is bent is straightened, and what is weary finds rest.

We come seeking the One whose mercy breaks every chain
and whose justice rolls down like mighty waters.

God does not call us to empty ritual, but to a living faith that feeds the hungry,
welcomes the stranger, and makes room for healing.

Here we are, O God—ready to be met, moved, and made new.
Let us worship the Lord with joy.

WHymn 744                                Arise, Your Light Is Come!                                       Festal Song

Prayer of Confession	                                                                              Rev. Leslie L. Denny
Gracious God, 
you call us to delight in you by working for justice,
but we confess that we often resist your call. 

We cling to what is familiar and overlook those who suffer. 
We silence voices crying out for healing and shrink from the freedom you offer. 
Forgive us. Lift us up from what is bent and broken. 
Teach us again the holy rhythm of mercy, justice, and joy.

	 Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon                                             	                                 
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
Thanks be to God!

WResponse
Hymn 447	 	 We Are Forgiven

We are forgiven. We are forgiven.
Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God.

We are forgiven. We are forgiven.
Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God.

W Please rise in
body or in spirit.

Today is Rally 
Day at First 

Presbyterian - a 
Sunday when 

we joyfully mark 
the beginning of 
a new program 

year in the life 
of our church. It 

is a time when 
we recommit 

ourselves to 
growing in faith, 

nurturing one 
another, and 

stepping more 
deeply into 
the rhythms 
of worship, 

learning, service, 
and community. 
Whether you’re 

returning after 
a summer away 
or stepping into 
something new 
for the first time, 
we give thanks 

that you are 
here!



WPassing of the Peace                                      		                                     
	 The peace of Christ be with you.
		  And also with you.

Life of the Church	                                   

Proclaiming the Word

The Word for Children	                                                     
Children ages 3 years to 1st grade are invited to dismiss to Children’s Worship;  

those 2nd grade and older will return to the pews

Prayer for Illumination	        Breathe on Me, Breath of God                                           Trentham

First Reading	 Isaiah 58:9b-14	

Second Reading	 Luke 13:10-17	
	
Sermon	 	 Rev. Alan F. Dyer

Responding to the Word

WAffirmation of Faith 	                                                                 Rev. L. Craig Foster
From A Brief Statement of Faith

We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. 
Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: 
preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives, 
teaching by word and deed and blessing the children, 
healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, 
eating with outcasts, forgiving sinners, 
and calling all to repent and believe the gospel. 

With believers in every time and place, 
we rejoice that nothing in life or in death can separate us 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Prayers of the People	                                                      	                                                      
	 The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Passing the 
peace in 
worship reflects 
Christ’s gift of 
reconciliation, 
and reminds 
us of our unity 
as the body of 
Christ and our 
call to share 
God’s peace 
with one another 
and the world. 



Presentation of Tithes and Offerings                      

Offertory	                        God’s Gonna Set This World on Fire                                               Moses Hogan

God’s gonna set this world in fire one of these days, Hallelujah!
I’m gonna sit at the welcome table…

I’m gonna eat and never get hungry…
I’m gonna drink and never get thirsty…

WDoxology	 	 Lasst Uns Erfreuen
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise God, all creatures here below. Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise God, above ye heavenly host, praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

WPrayer of Thanksgiving		

	                                                         	
Bearing the Word to the World

WHymn 23	 God, You Spin the Whirling Planets	 Austrian Hymn
(Using the tune of Hymn #81)

WCharge and Benediction            		                                         

WBenediction Response
	 Hymn 288	 	 Living God

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.

Melt me; mold me; fill me; use me.
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.

Closing Voluntary	        Intrada	 Grayston Ives

The Flowers in the Sanctuary
are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of

Rob Chapman
by his family.

As we begin 
a new season 

together, what 
are you taking 

from worship 
today? A word 

of hope, a 
challenge to 

grow, a glimpse 
of grace? On this 
Rally Day, carry it 
with you into the 

week ahead—
watching for 

where God will 
meet you next.



Life of the Church
Sunday, August 24, 2025

Rally Day - Today at 9:45-11:00am
Everyone is invited to join us in the gym today 
during the Sunday School hour for Rally Day. Come 
learn about the discipleship opportunities this fall 
and enjoy delicious refreshments, fellowship, and 
activities for children.

Youth Fall Kick-Off - Today!
All Youth grades 6-12 are invited to join us on this 
evening, August 24 for our annual Fall Kick-Off 
Party! Head over to the Family Life Center parking 
lot at 6:00pm for food, games, a bouncy house 
and more. Details were sent in the Youth Weekly 
Email. Contact Carrie Coleman, Youth Program 
Coordinator at ccoleman@fpcspartanburg.org.

Presbytery Hymn Festival
All are invited to attend a Presbytery-wide Hymn 
Festival today, August 24 at 4:30pm at John Knox 
Presbyterian Church in Greenville. The one-hour 
event will include a choir of over 100 singers from 
churches throughout the Presbytery, including FPC. 
Hymns and anthems include Praise My Soul, the 
King of Heaven, Love Divine, All Love’s Excelling, and 
Soon and Very Soon. For information, contact Holt 
Andrews at rhandrews@fpcspartanburg.org.

Youth Director Search
We need your recommendations for qualified 
candidates to serve as FPC’s next Director of Youth 
Ministry. This is someone with a heart for ministry, a 
gift for building relationships with middle and high 
school students, and the energy to lead dynamic 
programs, retreats, and trips. Please share your 
recommendations using the form at fpcspartanburg.
org/youthdirector or scan the QR code. 
You’re welcome to submit more than 
one recommendation—just complete 
and submit a new form for each name.

Cookies for Hand in Hand
Hand in Hand is being featured as the Cookies for 
a Cause organization at the Eastside Spartanburg 
Chick-fil-A throughout August. Stop by and 
purchase a cookie, and 10% of all proceeds will go 
to Hand in Hand, serving families in Spartanburg 
who are in urgent need of food and basic necessities.

Officer Recommendations
The Congregational Nominating Committee 
needs your help in nominating church members 
to serve as Elders and Deacons. Submit as many 
names as you would like, suggesting any member 
of FPC, including yourself, at fpcspartanburg.org/
nominations. Submissions need to be 
made by the end of day August 29. To 
see the list of current church officers, 
visit fpcspartanburg.org/leadership.

Help with A Way Home
Our second rotation for A Way Home is September 
14-21. We specifically need Evening Hosts, 
Overnight Hosts, and Saturday Rotation volunteers. 
We also need someone to transport cots to the 
church on September 14.  Sign up at fpcspartanburg.
org/awayhome or scan the QR code. If you did 
not receive training, contact Rhonda Dickerson 
(rhonda032856@gmail.com or 843-
407-8065). She will be happy to send 
you an A Way Home FPC Manual that 
will explain the program.

Summer Choir
Summer Choir continues through August 31. 
Anyone high school age and above is welcome to be 
a part of FPC’s Summer Choir. Come to the Choir 
Room at 10:15am on Sunday mornings to prepare 
music for that day’s 11:00am Traditional worship.



First Steps in Music
First Steps in Music, for young children (newborn-
age 3) and their parents or grandparents, nurtures 
your child musically and encourages one-on-
one singing and playing. Sunday classes begin 
September 14 and Wednesday classes (for FPC 
members) begin September 17. For 
a complete schedule and to register 
your child, visit fpcspartanburg.org/
childrensmusic or scan the QR code.

Children’s Choirs Begin Soon
We look forward to another year of enriching 
musical experiences for children in 4K-5th grade. 
Registration is open now. Classes start 
September 10. Visit fpcspartanburg.
org/childrensmusic or scan the QR 
code to learn more and sign up. 

Wednesdays at First Begins 9/10
Wednesdays at First, our mid-week meal and 
programs, return September 10. Pastor Alan 
will kick off the programs for adults with an FPC 
Looking Ahead Report. On September 17, we will 
hear from some of the youth who went on the 
Dominican Republic Mission Trip this past summer. 
Sign up for dinner and view the program schedule 
at fpcspartanburg.org/waf.

JOY Fellowship Ladies’ Tea
You are invited to join your JOY Fellowship friends 
for our annual Ladies’ Tea on Tuesday, September 
16, 3:00-5:00pm in the Parlor. Enjoy an afternoon 
of delectable sweets and savories, and wear your 
favorite hat if you’d like! Sign up at fpcspartanburg.
org/ladiestea by Thursday, September 11.

Pastoral Concern? 
If you need to contact a Minister for a Pastoral 
Concern, call 864-208-2142 any time. The minis-
ter-on-call will answer as soon as possible.

Discover  FPC
Discover FPC classes are offered for visitors and new 
members to learn more and ask questions about our 
church, values, mission, and programs. The next class 
will begin September 14 and will continue Sundays 
at 10:00-10:45am in the Large Private Dining 
Room (Family Life Center). Scan the QR code to 
learn more or visit fpcspartanburg.org/
discoverfpc. Contact  Cathy Bagwell, 
Visitor and New Member Coordinator, 
at cbagwell@fpcspartanburg.org with 
questions or more information. 

Third Thing for Young Adults
Come join us for “Third Thing”, a monthly gathering 
in a third space (not work, not home, but somewhere 
else), and where we will focus on a “third thing” (a 
question, article, scripture, etc.) for discussion. We 
will meet the third Tuesday of each month from 
5:00-6:30pm at Fretwell. The first half hour is for 
getting food/drinks and fellowship, and we will 
start the discussion around 5:30pm. Mark your 
calendars- the first “Third Thing” will be Tuesday, 
September 16th!

Philip Stopford Visit to FPC
English composer/conductor Philip Stopford will 
visit FPC from September 25-28. His time with us 
will culminate on Sunday the 28th, when he will 
lead our music at the 11:00am service and conduct 
a concert of his music with choir and orchestra at 
3:00pm. Read more about Philip in the latest edition 
of Faith at First by visiting fpcspartanburg.org/news 
or scanning the QR code (page 22). For 
more information contact Holt Andrews 
at rhandrews@fpcspartanburg.org.

Cleveland Academy Tutors
The Cleveland Academy of Leadership needs 
Kindergarten Tutors 9:00-10:00am everyday and 
no educational experience is required. Contact 
Mary Elizabeth Evans (mewevans@gmail.com) or 
Molly Colbath (colbathmb@gmail.com) if you’d like 
to help make a difference in a young learner’s life.



Front Cover:  
“Jesus Heals A Crippled Woman” 

by Paul Oman

Calendar
August 24

Rally Day / Fall Youth Kick-Off /  
Presbytery Hymn Festival

September 10
Wednesdays at First Returns

September 14-21
Host Church for A Way Home

September 14, 21, 28
Discover FPC
September 16

Third Thing for Young Adults

Looking Ahead
September 16

JOY Fellowship Ladies’ Tea
September 25-28

Philip Stopford Workshop & Concert
October 15

Healing and Wholeness Service  
for Pregnancy and Infant Loss

October 25
Winter Warmth

October 26
Kirkin’ o’ the Tartans /  
Stewardship Sunday / 

Ecumenical Blood Drive
October 29

Trunk or Treat
November 2

All Saints’ Day
November 16-23

Host Church for A Way Home
November 25

Spartanburg Community Thanksgiving Service
November 30

First Sunday of Advent

Keep up with all Life of the Church events at 
fpcspartanburg.org.

Sunday School  
Resumes September 7

Children and Youth
Nursery – Room C105 (Clark Building)

Preschool (3K-5K) – Room C110 (Clark Building)
1st & 2nd Grade - Room C202
3rd & 4th Grade - Room C203

5th Grade - Room C206
Youth - Second Floor of the Family Life Center

Adult Sunday School
Bible Alive – Room 2215 & Zoom 

An extensive book-by-book study of the Bible

Emmaus – Purnell Room 
A journey with eyes open towards Jesus, with fellowship and a 

fresh new scripture-based lesson each week.

Faith Forum (New this Fall!) - Social Hall 
All ages are welcome to the Faith Forum! Each week, we will 

enjoy about 10 minutes of coffee and fellowship, 20 minutes of 
teaching, and 15 minutes of small group conversations. We will 

have a different series each month led by gifted teachers.   
September Study: Y’all Are a Temple of the Holy Spirit – Images 

of the Church in 1 Corinthians, Led by Kyle Keefer

Today’s Musicians
Early Worship

Holt Andrews, Marcia Andrews

Contemporary Worship
Rafe Andrews, guitar/vocals;  

Kolby Carrouth, drums;  
Lisa Cunningham, piano/vocals;  

Landon Hammett, vocals;  
Anna Harkey, violin;  

Jeff Key, electric guitar;  
Corey McDaniels, bass guitar

Traditional Worship
Holt Andrews, Marcia Andrews,  

Summer Choir



To Ponder PrayerfullyTo Ponder Prayerfully
“When we honestly ask ourselves which person in our lives means the most to us, we 

often find that it is those who, instead of giving advice, solutions, or cures,  
have chosen rather to share our pain and touch our wounds  

with a warm and tender hand.”

- Henri Nouwen

Ministers: All Members of the ChurchMinisters: All Members of the Church
We are a community of believers committed to “Glorifying God and Sharing Christ Together through Word and Deed.”

393 East Main Street
Spartanburg, SC 29302

(864) 583-4531
www.fpcspartanburg.org

Rev. Alan F. Dyer
Senior Pastor

Rev. Leslie L. Denny
Associate Pastor

Young Adults and Missions

Rev. L. Craig Foster
Associate Pastor 

Discipleship

Rev. Rachel N. Klompmaker
Associate Pastor

Congregational Care

Rev. Ansley B. Page
Pastoral Associate for Engagement 

Holt Andrews
Pastoral Musician

Marcia Andrews
Associate Director of Music;

Organist

Kara Clark
Director of Children’s Ministries

Carrie Coleman
Youth Ministry Coordinator

Beth Cecil
Parish Nurse

Colleen Darrall
Director of Recreation

Jane Mullins
Director of Hospitality 

Pano Stathakis
Kitchen Assistant

Kris Graham
Director of the Weekday School

Lisa Cunningham
Contemporary Worship Music Leader

Lee Raines
Facilities Administrator

Jim Pitts
Campus Safety and Services Manager

Lynise Clarke
Director of Finance

Joanie Shackleton
Assistant Director of Finance  

and Mission Support

Monteigne Campbell
Office Manager and 

Admin to the Senior Pastor

Cathy Bagwell
Visitor and New Member Coordinator

Caroline Goodman
Communications Director

Ian Ritchings
Communications Coordinator

Shannon Hutcheson
Administrative Assistant 

Weekday School, Children’s and 
Adult Discipleship

Cathy Rush
Receptionist and  
Admin to Music

Kerri Bell
Administrative Assistant

Congregational Care and Deacons

Andy Mayfield
Grounds Manager

Judith Holbert 
Tiffany Long 

William Massey
Custodians


