FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
SPARTANBURG, SC

SEPTEMBER 28, 2025

SERVICE FOR THE LORD'S DAY
8:30AM EARLY
9:00AM CONTEMPORARY
11:00AM TRADITIONAL



WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH!

Welcome to First Presbyterian Church Spartanburg — we are delighted that you are joining us for
worship today! First Presbyterian is a community of believers in the heart of Spartanburg seeking to
know and share the transformative love of Jesus Christ with others. Here you will encounter people
who come from all walks of life representing diverse beliefs and faith experiences. What binds us
together is our common hope in Jesus Christ. Through worship, study, fellowship, and mission we seek
to root our lives in scripture, nurture our unity in Christ, and serve our neighbors in faith! No matter
who you are or where you are on your spiritual journey, know that you are welcome here.

Peace,
Rev. Alan E Dyer

Senior Pastor

IF YOU ARE NEW HERE Whether you are searching for a church home or visiting from out of town,
we are delighted that you are worshiping with us today. If you are interested in receiving more information
about membership or the ministries of our congregation, please be sure to speak with a pastor before or after
today’s worship or fill out the friendship register. We would love to get to know you better!

PASTORAL CONCERN? Please let us know how we can be praying for you by visiting with a pastor
before or after worship. If you need to contact a Minister, call 864-208-2142 day or night.

CHILDREN OF ALL AGES ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP!

Activity Bags located in the welcoming areas of each worship venue are available for your child to use during
worship. After worship, please return the crayons and bags to the baskets. The activity sheet is for your child
to keep.

Nursery is available for infants through age 3 in the Clark Building in Room 105.

After The Word for Children in the 11:00am Traditional Service, children 3K-1* grade may attend Children’s
Worship with Ms. Kara. After the service, families are asked to pick their children up from Room 202 of the
Clark Building.

TO AID IN WORSHIP Advanced listening technology, large-print hymnals, and large-print bulletins are
available upon request for the Chapel and Sanctuary. Please locate an usher for assistance.

WORSHIP ONLINE Livestreaming of the Contemporary and Traditional Worship Services is available
at fpcspartanburg.org/worship. Additionally, sermons are on Apple Podcasts, Spotify, Amazon Music, or
wherever you find your podcasts!

WAYS TO GIVE There are many ways you can support the missions and ministries of First Presbyterlan.
During worship, place your gift in the Offering Plate or scan one of these QR Codes
(you may give via ShelbyNext or via Venmo). Additionally, you may mail a check to
the church office (address on back of bulletin). Thank you. Questions? Contact Church e
Financial Officer Lynise Clarke; 864-208-2130/Iclarke@fpcspartanburg.org. ShelbyNext




EARLY WORSHIP
8:30AM
CHAPEL

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

WELCOME AND INVITATION Rev. Leslie L. Denny
This is the day that the Lord has made;
Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

OPENING VOLUNTARY Andante tranquillo from Sontata 111 Felix Mendelssohn

¢CALL TO WORSHIP Rev. Ansley B. Page
Praise the Lord, O my soul!
We will praise the Lord as long as we live.
We do not put our trust in mortals, in whom there is no help.
Our hope is in the Lord, who made heaven and earth.
The Lord opens the eyes of the blind and lifts up those who are bowed down.
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord, O my soul! (FROM PSALM 146)

¢HYMN 12 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise St. DENIO

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Loving God, sometimes our lives feel like a mess,

because of choices we have made or because of choices others have made.
Sometimes our lives are great, but we forget to be grateful and humble.
No matter where we are at right now,

we recognize how often we are impatient—

we are impatient for change, ready for something new, and we want it all now.
In the messiness of life, O God, forgive us when we try to force

our timelines instead of yours.
In all things, help us trust that you are with us,

slowing us down when we get ahead of you

and waiting for us when we drag our feet.

SILENT CONFESSION

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
Thanks be to God!

¢RESPONSE: HYMN 475, VERSE 3 NETTLETON
O to grace how great a debtor daily I'm constrained to be!
Let that grace now, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to thee.
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I love;
here’s my heart; O take and seal it; seal it for thy courts above.

¢PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

LirE oF THE CHURCH

We use the
language of
“call” frequently
in our worship:
the call to
confession, the
call to give,
the call fo go
out and serve.
Worship (and
lifel) is a never-
ending dance
between the
divine call and
our response.

® Please rise in
body or in spirit.



Doxology
literally means
“words of glory.”
Doxologies
have long been
used by Jews
and Christians
to praise God.
We honor and
thank God
“from whom all
blessings flow.”

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

FIRST READING Psalm 1
SECOND READING Deuteronomy 31:1-8
SERMON Beautiful Belonging: Playing the Long Game Rev. Leslie L. Denny

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

¢ AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

THE APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God the Father Almighty; Maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried;
He descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead;
He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church;
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS
OFFERTORY O Rest in the Lord Felix Mendelssohn

¢DoxoLoGYy OLD HUNDREDTH
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures here below;
praise God above, ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE LORD’S PRAYER Hymnal Page 35

BEARING THE WORD TO THE WORLD

¢HYMN 687 Our God, Our Help in Ages Past ST. ANNE

¢CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

¢BENEDICTION RESPONSE
HyYMN 306, VERSE 1 DENNIS
Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love.
The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.

CLOSING VOLUNTARY Epilogue Norman Gilbert



CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP
9:00AM
FOGARTIE HALL

INSTRUMENTAL PRAYER
WELCOME Landon Hammett
¢CALL TO WORSHIP
$¢SONG OF PRAISE Be Thou My Vision (Will You Guide Me)
PRAYER OF CONFESSION Rev. Rachel N. Klompmaker
SUNG ASSURANCE OF PARDON O Come to the Altar
¢ PASSING OF THE PEACE
L1rE oF THE CHURCH
CHILDREN’S TIME
ANTHEM The Father’s House
FIRST READING Psalm 1
SECOND READING

Deuteronomy 31:1-8

SERMON Beautiful Belonging: Playing the Long Game Rev. Leslie L. Denny

¢ AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
THE APOSTLES CREED

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE LORD’S PRAYER
¢CLOSING SONG As For Me And My House

¢BENEDICTION

We use the
language of
“call” frequently
in our worship:
the call to
confession, the
call to give,
the call fo go
out and serve.
Worship (and
lifel) is a never-
ending dance
between the
divine call and
our response.

® Please rise in
body or in spirit.



Jubilate Deo is
Philip Stopford's
buoyant setting

of Psalm 100.
Itis a perfect
example of
music from the

English sacred
music tradition,

where the organ
doesn’t just
accompany the
choir but serves
as a musical
partner.

? Please rise in
body or in spirit.

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP
11:00AM
SANCTUARY

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

WELCOME AND INVITATION

This is the day that the Lord has made;
Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Rev. Leslie L. Denny

INTROIT
ACOLYTE

Jubilate Philip W] Stopford

Moshe Darrall

¢CALL TO WORSHIP
Praise the Lord, O my soul!
We will praise the Lord as long as we live.
We do not put our trust in mortals, in whom there is no help.
Our hope is in the Lord, who made heaven and earth.
The Lord opens the eyes of the blind and lifts up those who are bowed down.
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord, O my soul!

Rev. Ansley B. Page

(FROM PSALM 146)

$HYMN 12 ST. DENIO

Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Loving God, sometimes our lives feel like a mess,
because of choices we have made or because of choices others have made.
Sometimes our lives are great, but we forget to be grateful and humble.
No matter where we are at right now, we recognize how often we are impatient—
we are impatient for change, ready for something new, and we want it all now.
In the messiness of life, O God, forgive us when we try to force
our timelines instead of yours.
In all things, help us trust that you are with us,
slowing us down when we get ahead of you
and waiting for us when we drag our feet.

Rev. Rachel N. Klompmaker

SILENT CONFESSION

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
Thanks be to God!

¢RESPONSE
HYMN 475, VERSE 3
O to grace how great a debtor daily I'm constrained to be!
Let that grace now, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to thee.
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I love;
here’s my heart; O take and seal it; seal it for thy courts above.

NETTLETON



¢PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

Lire OF THE CHURCH

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

THE WORD FOR CHILDREN
Children ages 3 years to 1st grade are invited to dismiss to Children’s Worship; those 2nd grade and older will return to the pews

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Lord, Speak to Me, for I Am Yours

PERRY

FIRST READING Psalm 1

SECOND READING Deuteronomy 31:1-8

SERMON Beautiful Belonging: Playing the Long Game Rev. Leslie L. Denny

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

¢ AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
THE APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God the Father Almighty; Maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried;
He descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead;
He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church;
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

OFFERTORY Lord, Make Me an Instrument of Your Peace Philip WJ Stopford

Offertory text can be found on the last page of the bulletin.

We pray the
Prayer for
lllumination
before reading
scripture
because we
recognize that,
without the work
of the Spirit,

it's impossible
for us truly to
hear the good
news, especially
when that good
news includes

a challenging
word within it.



We go forth into
the world to
serve God in our
daily lives as a
continuation of
our worship so
that our work is
our worship until
such time as we
gather again.

¢DoxoLoGY OLp HUNDREDTH
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures here below;
praise God above, ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen

$PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

BEARING THE WORD TO THE WORLD

¢CLOSING HYMN O God, Our Help in Ages Past arr. Philip W] Stopford

All: O God, our help in ages past, Our hope for years to come,
Our shelter from the stormy blast, And our eternal home.

Choir: Beneath the shadow of thy throne Thy saints have dwelt secure;
Sufficient is thine arm alone, and our defense is sure.

Women: Before the hills in order stood, or earth received her frame,
From everlasting Thou art God, To endless years the same.

Choir: A thousand ages in Thy sight Are like an evening gone,
Short as the watch that ends the night Before the rising sun.

Men: Time, like an ever rolling stream, Soon bears us all away;
We fly forgotten, as a dream Dies at the opening day.

All: O God, our help in ages past, Our hope for years to come,
Be Thou our guide while troubles last, And our eternal home.

Choir: And our eternal home.

¢CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

¢BENEDICTION RESPONSE
HYMN 306, VERSE 1 DENNIS
Blest be the tie that binds
our hearts in Christian love.
The fellowship of kindred minds
is like to that above.

CLOSING VOLUNTARY Epilogue Norman Gilbert

The Flowers in the Sanctuary

are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of
James L. Burnett
by his wife Julia B. Burnett and daughter Letitia B. Uyak.




LIFE OF THE CHURCH
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2025

WELCOME, PHILIP STOPFORD!
We welcome renowned English composer/
conductor Philip Stopford to worship this morning
at 11:00am. We invite everyone to the 3:00pm
concert in the Sanctuary where Philip BT &)
will lead his music with our choir and

orchestra. Read more about Philip by j
visiting fpcspartanburg.org/stopford or (]l

scanning the QR code.

BEAUTIFUL BELONGING SERIES
What does it mean to truly belong to God, to one
another, and to the Church? In a world that often
prizes achievement, perfection, or status, we’ll
remember that the Church is not built on resumes
or rankings, but on grace. We will reflect on the
gifts each person brings, the people who might
be missing from our pews, the call to forgive, the
power of commitment, and the beauty of being
part of something bigger than ourselves. Beautiful
Belonging invites us to see church not as a place we
go, but as a community we build together.

WINTER WARMTH NEEDS YOU'!
Winter Warmth is Saturday, October 25! There are
three ways you can help this ministry today:

1) We need donations of hats, scarves, gloves, and
blankets to offer to each child. Please drop hand-
knit or store-bought items in Winter Warmth
baskets located in Family Life Center Lobby,
Tower Room, and Chapel.

2) Sign up to volunteer at fpcspartanburg.org/
winterwarmth or by scanning the QR code.

3) Pray for those in our community who may
be struggling to make ends meet, for guidance
counselors and teachers, and the Ok
Winter Warmth team as they prepare ok

months.

WEDNESDAYS AT FIRST

Wednesdays at First, our mid-week meal and
programs, is back! This week, join us in the Social
Hall beginning at 6:30pm for Spartanburg NOW.
Paige Stephenson, President & CEO of United Way
of the Piedmont will share about their recent work
in our community.

WE NEED WAF VOLUNTEERS to help make these
evenings possible. Sign up to serve, @+|i7(E
reserve your dinner, and view the full % !
program schedule at fpcspartanburg.
org/waf or by scanning the QR code.  [E:

SIGN UP FOR A LISTENING SESSION
This fall, join a small group listening session as part
of FPC’s year-long journey of discernment. Share
your voice at one session and help shape @z
our future for the next five years. Scan :ﬁg’.‘& i
the QR code or visit fpcspartanburg. J&

org/listen to register.

DINNER GROUPS ARE BACK!

You are invited to the debut of Just Dinner groups,
Sunday, October 19, 6:00-8:00pm. Connect with
a small group of people in the homes of gracious
hosts, strengthening our faith family ties. The host
provides a main course and coordinates the guests
to bring sides. These one-time gatherings have been
catalysts for great conversations and g
friendships. Scan the QR code to sign EEFgaes
up by October 9. Questions? Contact eiE; 5

Ansley at apage@fpcspartanburg.org.

VACCINATION CLINIC DATES

The Drive-Through Vaccination Clinic will be
Tuesday, October7,5:00-7:00pmandthe Vaccination
Clinic with Bone and Skin Screenings on October
8 during Wednesdays at First. Sign up with Parish

Nurse Beth Cecil at beecil@fpcspartanburg.org.



A DAY AT THORNWELL

Come join us for a special day at Thornwell on
Wednesday, October 15, as we see God’s ministry at
work. As one of First Presbyterian’s local missions,
we'll explore some of the “seeds of hope” planted daily
on Thornwell’s campus. We'll depart FPC at 9:00am

org/thornwell. Questi(;nsg
Harriet Ike or Sally Owen.

HAND IN HAND TRUCK DRIVE
Please support the Hand in Hand Truck Drive on
World Communion Sunday, October 5, 8:30am-
12:30pm with your donations of non-perishable
food items, hygiene products, and cleaning supplies.
If you prefer, Hand in Hand accepts monetary
contributions. To see the full list of Ol
items or to donate online, please visit
handinhandspartanburg.org or scan the
QR code. You may also contact Hand in [&] ;"
Hand at (864) 913-2179.

BREAD OFFERINGS NEEDED

World Communion Sunday celebrates our oneness
in Christ with our brothers and sisters worldwide.
We invite you to bring a home-baked or store-
bought loaf of bread to the communion table in the
worship service of your choice on October 5. Place
home-baked bread on the Communion Table and
store-bought bread in the baskets by the pews before
or following worship. Your contributions will be
distributed to various missions in our community
that feed the hungry.

INTRO TO BASKETBALL

Never played basketball or need a jumpstart on
skills and rules? Not sure if you are ready for Church
League?]JoinanIntrotoBasketballSessioninthegym!
Girls will meet Tuesday, October 14, 5:30-6:30pm
Boys will meet Thursday, October 16, 5:30-6:30pm
No registration required!

HEALING & WHOLENESS SERVICE
On Wednesday, October 15 at 5:30pm in the Chapel,
we will hold a Healing and Wholeness Service in
honor of Pregnancy and Infant Loss Awareness
Month. Please come for prayer, contemplative
music, and silence.

SPARKLE CITY TRANSPARENT MEN
Sparkle City Transparent Men will be gathering at
the Arthur Center, Saturday, October 4 at 8:30am.
For 10 years, this interracial gathering of Christian
men have enjoyed praising God and fellowship
together with the simple objective of becoming fast
friends. All men are invited. Questions? Contact
Jimmy Edwards at 864-415-4999.

SHEPHERD’S CENTER 45 FOR 45

The Shepherd’s Center offers friendship, connection,
and healthy living activities for adults 50+. In
honor of its 45th year, they are seeking 1,000 gifts
of $45, which First Presbyterian will match dollar-
for-dollar. The Shepherd’s Center is housed at First
Presbyterian, but it is a fully operating nonproﬁt
that depends on donations, grants, ]
fundraisers, and memberships revenue
to continue operation. Give today at 4
spartanburgshepherdcenter.org!

WEEKDAY SCHOOL SUBSTITUTES

The Weekday School is looking for substitute
teachers for the current school year. If you are
interested, please contact Kris Graham at kgraham@

fpcspartanburg.org.

4 The Flowers in the Chapel N

are given to the Glory of God in celebration of
the marriage of

Lara Dym and Jackson Perry
and in loving memory of

Martin Stuart Dym,
father of the bride. J




SUNDAY SCHOOL
10:00AM

CHILDREN AND YOUTH

Nursery - Room C105 (Clark Building)
Preschool (3K-5K) - Room C110 (Clark Building)
1%t & 2™ Grade - Room C202
3 & 4" Grade - Room C203
5% Grade - Room C206

Youth - Second Floor of the Family Life Center

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL

Bible Alive - Room 2215 & Zoom
An extensive book-by-book study of the Bible

Emmaus - Purnell Room
A journey with eyes open towards Jesus, with fellowship
and a fresh new scripture-based lesson each week.

Faith Forum - Social Hall
All ages are welcome to the Faith Forum!

Each week, we will enjoy about 10 minutes of coffee
and fellowship, 20 minutes of teaching, and 15 minutes
of small group conversations. We will have a different
series each month led by gifted teachers.

September Study: Yall Are a Temple of the Holy Spirit -
Images of the Church in 1 Corinthians, Led by Kyle Keefer

October 5
Rev. Dr. Ron Robinson, Wofford Chaplain, on Friendship

October 12-26: Series on Faithful Leadership
Christi Brown, From a Christian Perspective
Laura Ringo, Building Community
Max Hyde, During Trying Times

TODAY’S MUSICIANS

Early Worship
Holt Andrews, Marcia Andrews, Tweetie Bowman

Contemporary Worship

Kolby Carrouth, drums;

Lisa Cunningham, piano/vocals;
Landon Hammett, vocals;
Anna Harkey, violin;
Matthew Kelly, guitar/vocals;
Jeff Key, electric guitar;
Corey McDaniels, bass guitar

Traditional Worship

Philip W] Stopford, Holt Andrews,
Marcia Andrews, Chancel Choir

Front Cover:
God showing Moses the Promised Land
from the top of Mount Nebo by Carl Ludwig Kuhbeil

CALENDAR

SEPTEMBER 28
An Afternoon with Philip Stopford

OCTOBER §
World Communion Sunday /
Hand in Hand Truck Drive

OCTOBER 15
Healing and Wholeness Service
for Pregnancy and Infant Loss

OCTOBER 25
Winter Warmth

LOOKING AHEAD

OCTOBER 26
Kirkin’ o’ the Tartans /
Stewardship Sunday / Blood Drive

OCTOBER 29
Trunk or Treat

NOVEMBER 2
All Saints’ Evensong Service

NOVEMBER 16-23
Host Church for A Way Home

NOVEMBER 25

Spartanburg Community Thanksgiving Service

NOVEMBER 30
First Sunday of Advent

OFFERTORY

Lord, Make Me an Instrument of Your Peace

Philip W] Stopford

Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace,
Where there is hatred, let me sow love,
Where there is injury, pardon,
Where there is doubt, faith,

Where there is despair, hope;

Where there is darkness, light;
Where there is sadness, joy.

O divine Master,
Grant that I may not so much seek
to be consoled as to console;
To be understood as to understand;
To be loved as to love;
For it is in giving that we receive;
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned;
And. it is in dying we are born to eternal life.



TO PONDER PRAYERFULLY

“As counterintuitive and countercultural as it is,
an empowering sense of liberation occurs when we commit to where we are
and whom we find ourselves with, especially when that commitment derives from
a keen recognition of the fallacy that we would be happier elsewhere.”

- Rev. Lydia Sohn

MINISTERS: ALL MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH

We are a community of believers committed to “Glorifying God and Sharing Christ Together through Word and Deed.”

Rev. Alan F. Dyer
Senior Pastor

Rev. Leslie L. Denny
Associate Pastor
Young Adults and Missions

Rev. L. Craig Foster
Associate Pastor
Discipleship

Rev. Rachel N. Klompmaker
Associate Pastor
Congregational Care

Rev. Ansley B. Page
Pastoral Associate for Engagement

Holt Andrews
Pastoral Musician

Marcia Andrews
Associate Director of Music;
Organist

Kara Clark

Director of Children’s Ministries

Carrie Coleman
Youth Ministry Coordinator

Beth Cecil

Parish Nurse

Colleen Darrall
Director of Recreation

Jane Mullins
Director of Hospitality

Pano Stathakis
Kitchen Assistant

Kris Graham
Director of the Weekday School

Lisa Cunningham
Contemporary Worship Music Leader

Lee Raines
Facilities Administrator

Jim Pitts
Campus Safety and Services Manager

Lynise Clarke

Director of Finance

Joanie Shackleton
Assistant Director of Finance
and Mission Support

Monteigne Campbell
Office Manager and
Admin to the Senior Pastor

Cathy Bagwell

Visitor and New Member Coordinator

Caroline Goodman
Communications Director

Ian Ritchings
Communications Coordinator

Shannon Hutcheson
Administrative Assistant
Weekday School, Childrens and
Adult Discipleship

Cathy Rush
Receptionist and
Admin to Music

Kerri Bell
Administrative Assistant
Congregational Care and Deacons

Andy Mayfield

Grounds Manager

Judith Holbert
Tiffany Long
William Massey
Custodians

FIRST
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

SPARTANBURG

393 East Main Street
Spartanburg, SC 29302
(864) 583-4531
www.fpcspartanburg.org



