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Welcome to First Presbyterian Church!

If You Are New Here Whether you are searching for a church home or visiting from out of town, 
we are delighted that you are worshiping with us today. If you are interested in receiving more information 
about membership or the ministries of our congregation, please be sure to speak with a pastor before or after 
today’s worship or fill out the friendship register. We would love to get to know you better!

Pastoral Concern? Please let us know how we can be praying for you by visiting with a pastor 
before or after worship. If you need to contact a Minister, call 864-208-2142 day or night.

Children of All Ages Are Welcome in Worship! 
Activity Bags located in the welcoming areas of each worship venue are available for your child to use during 
worship. After worship, please return the crayons and bags to the baskets. The activity sheet is for your child 
to keep.
Nursery is available for infants through age 3 in the Clark Building in Room 105.
After The Word for Children in the 11:00am Traditional Service, children 3K-1st grade may attend Children’s 
Worship with Ms. Kara. After the service, families are asked to pick their children up from Room 202 of the 
Clark Building. 

To Aid in Worship Advanced listening technology, large-print hymnals, and large-print bulletins are 
available upon request for the Chapel and Sanctuary. Please locate an usher for assistance. 

Worship Online Livestreaming of the Contemporary and Traditional Worship Services is available 
at fpcspartanburg.org/worship. Additionally, sermons are on Apple Podcasts, Spotify, Amazon Music, or 
wherever you find your podcasts!

Ways to Give  There are many ways you can support the missions and ministries of First Presbyterian. 
During worship, place your gift in the Offering Plate or scan one of these QR Codes 
(you may give via ShelbyNext or via Venmo). Additionally, you may mail a check to 
the church office (address on back of bulletin). Thank you. Questions? Contact Church 
Financial Officer Lynise Clarke; 864-208-2130/lclarke@fpcspartanburg.org.

Welcome to First Presbyterian Church Spartanburg – we are delighted that you are joining us for 
worship today! First Presbyterian is a community of believers in the heart of Spartanburg seeking to 
know and share the transformative love of Jesus Christ with others. Here you will encounter people 
who come from all walks of life representing diverse beliefs and faith experiences. What binds us 
together is our common hope in Jesus Christ. Through worship, study, fellowship, and mission we seek 
to root our lives in scripture, nurture our unity in Christ, and serve our neighbors in faith! No matter 
who you are or where you are on your spiritual journey, know that you are welcome here.

Peace,
Rev. Alan F. Dyer
Senior Pastor

ShelbyNext Venmo



 Early Worship
8:30am 
Chapel

Gathering Around the Word
Welcome and Invitation		  Rev. Alan F. Dyer

This is the day that the Lord has made;
Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Opening Voluntary 	 Be Thou My Vision	 Dale Wood

WCall to Worship	                                                                Rev. Rachel N. Klompmaker
Come and see what God has done.
God is awesome in God’s deeds.

God turned the sea into dry land. 
God’s people passed through the river on foot.

Make a joyful noise to God all the earth.
Sing the glory of God’s name. 

WHymn 65                           Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah                                Cwm Rhondda

Prayer of Confession		                                                                                        
Merciful God, 
we confess that we have not always sought the welfare of others. 

We have turned inward - seeking comfort over compassion, 
security over service, and our own plans over your call. 

Forgive us for our fear and our forgetfulness. 
Plant in us a deeper trust, 
that we might live faithfully in the place you have set us, 
doing justice, loving kindness, and walking humbly with you.

	
Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon 		                                                                                        
		  In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God!

WResponse
	Hymn 581	 	 Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,

world without end. Amen, amen.

WPassing of the Peace          		                                       
	 The peace of Christ be with you.
		  And also with you.

Life of the Church                 		
	 Call to Discipleship: Stewardship 2026		  Steven Blanton

As we gather to 
worship God, 
let us remember 
that worship 
is the work of 
the Holy Spirit 
among us. In 
worship, God 
builds up the 
church. The 
elements of 
worship, word 
and prayer both 
spoken and 
sung, as well as 
sacraments are 
the “outward 
and ordinary 
means of 
grace.”  

W Please rise in
body or in spirit.



Proclaiming the Word

First Reading	 Psalm 111	
    
Second Reading	 Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7	

Sermon	 It’s Okay to Live Here	 Rev. Alan F. Dyer

Responding to the Word

WAffirmation of Faith 		
	 From A Declaration of Faith

We believe that we have been created to relate to God 
and each other in freedom and responsibility. 

We may misuse our freedom and deny our responsibility 
by trying to live without God and other people
or against God and other people. 

Yet we are still bound to them for our life and well-being, 
and intended for free and responsible fellowship with them. 

Since every human being is made for communion with God and others, 
we must treat no one with contempt. 

We are to respect and love all other people and ourselves as well.

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings                                                    	
  
Offertory	 For the Lord Shall Comfort Zion	 Robert J. Powell

WDoxology	                                                                                                             Old Hundredth
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

praise God, all creatures here below;
praise God above, ye heavenly host;

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen

Prayers of the People		
	 The Lord’s Prayer	                                                                                                     Hymnal Page 35	

	
Bearing the Word to the World

WHymn 450	 Be Thou My Vision	 Slane

WCharge and Benediction	                                                                           

WBenediction Response
	 Hymn 543, verse 1		  Green Tyler

 God, be the love to search and keep me; God, be the prayer to move my voice;
God, be the strength to now uphold me: O Christ, surround me; O Christ, surround me.

Closing Voluntary	 God of Grace	 Paul Manz

We pray for the 
world because 

God loves it. 
God created 

the world and 
cares for it. To 

abide in God’s 
love is to share 
God’s concern 

for the world. 
Our prayers 

should therefore 
be as wide as 

God’s love, and 
as specific as 
God’s tender 

compassion for 
the least ones 

among us.  



 Contemporary Worship
9:00am 

Fogartie Hall

W Please rise in
body or in spirit.

As we gather to 
worship God, 
let us remember 
that worship 
is the work of 
the Holy Spirit 
among us. In 
worship, God 
builds up the 
church. The 
elements of 
worship, word 
and prayer both 
spoken and 
sung, as well as 
sacraments are 
the “outward 
and ordinary 
means of 
grace.” 

Instrumental Prayer	

Welcome	 Landon Hammett

WCall to Worship 	

WSong of Praise 	 As it is in Heaven

Prayer of Confession 	 Rev. Leslie L. Denny

Sung Assurance of Pardon	 O Come to the Altar

WPassing of the Peace 		

Life of the Church 		   
	 Call to Discipleship: Stewardship 2026		  Steven Blanton

Children’s Time		

Anthem		  For Such a Time as This

First Reading	 Psalm 111	 Wells Blanton

Second Reading	 Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7	

Sermon	 It’s Okay to Live Here	 Rev. Alan F. Dyer

WAffirmation of Faith 	                  	
	  From A Declaration of Faith

Prayers of the People		   
	 The Lord’s Prayer

WClosing Song	 Build Your Kingdom Here

WBenediction	



Traditional Worship
11:00am

Sanctuary

Gathering Around the Word

Welcome and Invitation		  Rev. Alan F. Dyer 
 	 This is the day that the Lord has made;

 	 Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Opening Voluntary 	 Be Thou My Vision	 arr. Katrina Burnette
	 Acolyte	 	 Elliot Summers

Introit	 Sing Out, My Soul	 Taizé Community

WCall to Worship	                                                                           Rev. L. Craig Foster
Come and see what God has done.
God is awesome in God’s deeds.

God turned the sea into dry land. 
God’s people passed through the river on foot.

Make a joyful noise to God all the earth.
Sing the glory of God’s name. 	

WHymn 65                           Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah                                Cwm Rhondda

Prayer of Confession	                                                                 Rev. Rachel N. Klompmaker
Merciful God, 
we confess that we have not always sought the welfare of others. 

We have turned inward - seeking comfort over compassion, 
security over service, and our own plans over your call. 

Forgive us for our fear and our forgetfulness. 
Plant in us a deeper trust, that we might live faithfully 
in the place you have set us, doing justice, loving kindness, 
and walking humbly with you.

	 	
	 Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon                                             	                                 
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
Thanks be to God!

WResponse
	Hymn 581	 	 Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen, amen.

W Please rise in
body or in spirit.

As we gather to 
worship God, 

let us remember 
that worship 

is the work of 
the Holy Spirit 
among us. In 
worship, God 
builds up the 
church. The 
elements of 

worship, word 
and prayer both 

spoken and 
sung, as well as 
sacraments are 

the “outward 
and ordinary 

means of 
grace.” 



WPassing of the Peace                                      		                                     
	 The peace of Christ be with you.
		  And also with you.

Life of the Church	                                   
	 Call to Discipleship: Stewardship 2026		  Steven Blanton

Proclaiming the Word
The Word for Children	                                                                      Rev. Leslie L. Denny
Children ages 3 years to 1st grade are invited to dismiss to Children’s Worship; those 2nd grade and older will return to the pews

Prayer for Illumination	          If Thou But Trust in God to Guide Thee          

Wer Nur Den Lieben Gott

First Reading	 Psalm 111	 Juliet Berry

Second Reading	 Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7	
	
Sermon	                                        It’s Okay to Live Here                                 Rev. Alan F. Dyer

Responding to the Word

WAffirmation of Faith 	                                                  
	 From A Declaration of Faith

We believe that we have been created to relate to God 
and each other in freedom and responsibility. 

We may misuse our freedom and deny our responsibility 
by trying to live without God and other people
or against God and other people. 

Yet we are still bound to them for our life and well-being, 
and intended for free and responsible fellowship with them. 

Since every human being is made for communion with God and others, 
we must treat no one with contempt. 

We are to respect and love all other people and ourselves as well.

Prayers of the People	                                                       	                                                      
	 The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings                      

We respond to 
God’s word of 
forgiveness and 
love by affirming 
our faith, offering 
our resources 
and singing our 
praise.



Offertory	                               Christ, the Way of Life Possess Me                                               K. Lee Scott

Offertory text can be found on the last page of the bulletin.

WDoxology	 	 Old Hundredth
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

praise God, all creatures here below;
praise God above, ye heavenly host;

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen

WPrayer of Thanksgiving		

	                                                  
Bearing the Word to the World

WHymn 450	 Be Thou My Vision	 Slane

WCharge and Benediction            		                                        

WBenediction Response
	Hymn 543, verse 1		  Green Tyler

 God, be the love to search and keep me;
God, be the prayer to move my voice;

God, be the strength to now uphold me:
O Christ, surround me; O Christ, surround me.

Closing Voluntary	 God of Grace	 Paul Manz

The Flowers in the Sanctuary
are given to the Glory of God and in celebration of the marriage of 

Claire Elizabeth Douglass and Graham Rush Keith
and in loving memory of

Dr. and Mrs. John E. Keith and Christopher Keith.

In the 
charge and 

benediction, we 
are assured of 
God’s peace 

and blessing; we 
seek to follow 

Christ’s way, 
sustained by the 

power of the 
Holy Spirit. God 

calls the church 
to join the 

mission of Christ 
in service to the 

world. As we 
engage in that 

mission, we bear 
witness to God’s 

eternal reign. 



Life of the Church
Sunday, October 12, 2025

Winter Warmth Needs You!
Winter Warmth is Saturday, October 25! There are 
three ways you can help this ministry today: 

1) We need donations of hats, scarves, gloves, and 
blankets to offer to each child. Please drop hand-
knit or store-bought items in Winter Warmth 
baskets located in Family Life Center Lobby, 
Tower Room, and Chapel. 

2) We need volunteers specifically for clean up on 
October 25 at fpcspartanburg.org/winterwarmth 
or by scanning the QR code. 

3) Pray for those in our community who may 
be struggling to make ends meet, for guidance 
counselors and teachers, and the Winter Warmth 
team as they prepare to outfit nearly 
1,000 children with necessary 
outerwear for the cold months. 

Wednesdays at First
Wednesdays at First, our mid-week meal and 
programs, is in full swing! This week, join us in the 
Social Hall beginning at 6:30pm for the second Faith 
and Film: Exodus. Come explore together how the 
powerful story of the Exodus has been portrayed in 
film (for better or for worse). 

WE NEED WAF VOLUNTEERS to help make these 
evenings possible. Sign up to serve, 
reserve your dinner, and view the full 
program schedule at fpcspartanburg.
org/waf or by scanning the QR code.

Sign up for a Listening Session
Three opportunities remain to join a small group 
listening session as part of FPC’s year-long journey 
of discernment. Share your voice at one 
session and help shape our future for 
the next five years. Scan the QR code 
or visit fpcspartanburg.org/listen to 
register.

Basketball Registration Open
It’s that time again; church basketball season is 
just around the corner! We are excited for a great 
year ahead and invite all First Presbyterian Church 
families to participate in our basketball leagues, as 
well as non-members. Church basketball is open to 
boys and girls in grades 1-12 and the registration 
fee is $90/player. The deadline to 
register will be Wednesday, October 29 
so don’t wait! Visit fpcspartanburg.org/
basketball for details and registration. 

Intro to Basketball
Never played basketball or need a jumpstart on 
skills and rules? Not sure if you are ready for Church 
League? Join an Intro to Basketball Session in the gym!  
Girls will meet Tuesday, October 14, 5:30-6:30pm 
Boys will meet Thursday, October 16, 5:30-6:30pm 
No registration required!

Healing & Wholeness Service
On Wednesday, October 15 at 5:30pm in the Chapel, 
we will hold a Healing and Wholeness Service in 
honor of Pregnancy and Infant Loss Awareness 
Month. This service is for anyone who has been 
affected by pregnancy and infant loss, either directly 
or indirectly. All are invited for a time of prayer, 
contemplative music, and silence. We also welcome 
families, staff, and board members of BirthMatters 
and are honored to share this service in recognition 
of the lives affected by pregnancy and infant loss.

Trunk or Treat Needs You!
First Presbyterian’s annual Trunk or Treat will be 
held Wednesday, October 29, 6:15-7:30pm. If you 
or a few friends would like to decorate a trunk 
and give out candy, please sign up at 
fpcspartanburg.org/trunkortreat or 
scan the QR code. These can be easy 
and fun for both you and the children!



Kirkin’ o’ the Tartans - Oct. 26
On Sunday, October 26, at 8:30 and 11:00am, we will 
worship together in the Sanctuary for our Kirkin’ 
o’ the Tartans service. Each fall, First Presbyterian 
holds this powerful historic service, a remembrance 
of Presbyterianism’s Scottish roots through special 
music and a procession of bagpipes and tartans.

If you are a Tartan Banner owner and would like 
to participate in the 8:30am or 11:00am Kirkin’ o’ 
the Tartans service, we need to know by the evening 
of Sunday, October 19. Please scan the 
QR code to participate. A mandatory 
rehearsal will be held in the Sanctuary 
on Wednesday, October 22, at 5:30pm.

Stewardship 2026
As we enter into a season of vision and growth, 
we give thanks for those who came before us and 
look ahead with hope for what God will do next. 
Every pledge strengthens our shared ministry, 
helping us welcome, serve, and share Christ’s love in 
Spartanburg and beyond. Pledge cards are available 
on tables throughout the church. We encourage 
you to fill out a card with your estimate of giving 
for the coming year and return it to the church 
by Stewardship Sunday happening 
October 26. You can also make a pledge 
online by using the QR code provided 
or by visiting fpcspartanburg.org/
stewardship. Thank you!

Stephen Ministry Training
Ever thought about becoming a Stephen Minister? 
First Presbyterian Church will be training another 
class of Stephen Ministers on January 12, 2026. 
Stephen Ministers work alongside our pastors 
to care, encourage, and provide emotional and 
spiritual support to people who are going through a 
difficult time, such as divorce, grief, hospitalization, 
unemployment, terminal illness, relocation, chronic 
illness, or loneliness. If you have gifts for caring, 
encouragement, and listening, please begin to 
prayerfully consider whether you might want to 
be part of this enriching ministry. If you think you 
might be interested, please contact Dana Halliday, 
danahalliday1@charter.net, 864-237-0330 today!

Shepherd’s Center 45 for 45
The Shepherd’s Center offers friendship, connection, 
and healthy living activities for adults 50+. In 
honor of its 45th year, they are seeking 1,000 gifts 
of $45, which First Presbyterian will match dollar-
for-dollar. The Shepherd’s Center is housed at First 
Presbyterian, but it is a fully operating nonprofit 
that depends on donations, grants, 
fundraisers, and memberships revenue 
to continue operation. Give today at 
spartanburgshepherdcenter.org!

Ready to Join FPC?
We would love to have you add your gifts, energy, 
and love to the body of Christ at FPC. The next op-
portunity to join the church is today, October 12 
at 10:30am in the Parlor. Contact Cathy Bagwell, 
(cbagwell@fpcspartanburg.org) Visitor and New 
Member Coordinator, with any questions.

Veterans day 
In honor of Veterans Day, in the Worship Bulletin 
on Sunday, November 9, we will recognize current 
church members who have served OR are currently 
serving in the military. Please fill out the form at 
at fpcspartanburg.org/veteransday by 
Monday, November 3. You may also 
contact Kerri Bell at kbell@fpcspartan-
burg.org to submit names. 

Weekday School Substitutes
The Weekday School is looking for substitute 
teachers for the current school year. If you are 
interested, please contact Kris Graham at kgraham@
fpcspartanburg.org.

A Way Home - November 
Our third rotation for A Way Home is November 
16-23. Sign up to help at fpcspartanburg.org/
awayhome or scan the QR code. If you 
did not receive training, contact Rhonda 
Dickerson (rhonda032856@gmail.com 
or 843-407-8065).



Front Cover: Life in the promised land, Table View Methodist 
Church, Cape Town, South Africa 
Parts of today’s liturgy are from the 

Feasting on the Word Worship Companion

Sunday School  
10:00am

Children and Youth
Nursery – Room C105 (Clark Building)

Preschool (3K-5K) – Room C110 (Clark Building)
1st & 2nd Grade - Room C202
3rd & 4th Grade - Room C203

5th Grade - Room C206
Youth - Second Floor of the Family Life Center

Adult Sunday School
Bible Alive – Room 2215 & Zoom 

An extensive book-by-book study of the Bible

Emmaus – Purnell Room 
A journey with eyes open towards Jesus, with fellowship 

and a fresh new scripture-based lesson each week.

Faith Forum - Social Hall 
All ages are welcome to the Faith Forum!  

Each week, we will enjoy about 10 minutes of coffee  
and fellowship, 20 minutes of teaching, and 15 minutes  
of small group conversations. We will have a different 

series each month led by gifted teachers. 
 

October 12 
Christi Brown, ACE Leadership, 

 from a Christian Perspective
October 19  

Laura Ringo, Building Community as an Act of Faith
October 26  

Max Hyde, Faithful Leadership During Trying Times

Today’s Musicians
Early Worship

Holt Andrews, Marcia Andrews

Contemporary Worship
Jerry Bruno, drums; 

Lisa Cunningham, piano/vocals; 
Elise Deberry, vocals; 

Landon Hammett, vocals;  
Anna Harkey, violin;  

Jeff Key, electric guitar;  
Corey McDaniels, bass guitar

Traditional Worship
Holt Andrews, Marcia Andrews, Janet Kuntz, 

Chancel Choir

Calendar
October 15

Healing and Wholeness Service  
for Pregnancy and Infant Loss

October 25
Winter Warmth

October 26
Kirkin’ o’ the Tartans /  

Stewardship Sunday / Blood Drive 
October 29

Trunk or Treat

Looking Ahead
November 2

All Saints’ Evensong Service
November 16-23

Host Church for A Way Home
November 25

Spartanburg Community Thanksgiving Service
November 30

First Sunday of Advent
December 3

Advent Family Workshop
December 4

Service of Comfort and Light
December 7

Chamber Singers Concert

Offertory
Christ, the Way of Life Possess Me

K. Lee Scott

Christ the way of life possess me, 
lift my heart to love and praise;

guide and keep, sustain and bless me all my days.

Well of life, forever flowing, make my barren soul and bare
like a watered garden growing fresh and fair.

May the Tree of life in splendor 
from its leafy boughs impart

grace divine and healing tender, strength of heart.

Path of life before me shining, 
let me come when earth is past,

sorrow, self and sin resigning, home at last.



To Ponder PrayerfullyTo Ponder Prayerfully
“We have discovered that the stones rejected by the world  

become the cornerstones of God’s Kingdom.  
Sometimes that rejection is accidental, sometimes deliberate;  

either way, God is renewing the Church by populating the Kingdom  
with those who, like Israel in Babylon,  

discover that God is sometimes closer to us in exile  
than in the comforts of the Promised Land.”

- Samuel Wells

Ministers: All Members of the ChurchMinisters: All Members of the Church
We are a community of believers committed to “Glorifying God and Sharing Christ Together through Word and Deed.”

393 East Main Street
Spartanburg, SC 29302

(864) 583-4531
www.fpcspartanburg.org
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