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Welcome to First Presbyterian Church!

If You Are New Here Whether you are searching for a church home or visiting from out of town, 
we are delighted that you are worshiping with us today. If you are interested in receiving more information 
about membership or the ministries of our congregation, please be sure to speak with a pastor before or after 
today’s worship or fill out the friendship register. We would love to get to know you better!

Pastoral Concern? Please let us know how we can be praying for you by visiting with a pastor 
before or after worship. If you need to contact a Minister, call 864-208-2142 day or night.

Children of All Ages Are Welcome in Worship! 
Activity Bags located in the welcoming areas of each worship venue are available for your child to use during 
worship. After worship, please return the crayons and bags to the baskets. The activity sheet is for your child 
to keep.
Nursery is available for infants through age 3 in the Clark Building in Room 105.
After The Word for Children in the 11:00am Traditional Service, children 3K-1st grade may attend Children’s 
Worship with Ms. Kara. After the service, families are asked to pick their children up from Room 202 of the 
Clark Building. 

To Aid in Worship Advanced listening technology, large-print hymnals, and large-print bulletins are 
available upon request for the Chapel and Sanctuary. Please locate an usher for assistance. 

Worship Online Livestreaming of the Contemporary and Traditional Worship Services is available 
at fpcspartanburg.org/worship. Additionally, sermons are on Apple Podcasts, Spotify, Amazon Music, or 
wherever you find your podcasts!

Ways to Give  There are many ways you can support the missions and ministries of First Presbyterian. 
During worship, place your gift in the Offering Plate or scan one of these QR Codes 
(you may give via ShelbyNext or via Venmo). Additionally, you may mail a check to 
the church office (address on back of bulletin). Thank you. Questions? Contact Church 
Financial Officer Lynise Clarke; 864-208-2130/lclarke@fpcspartanburg.org.

Welcome to First Presbyterian Church Spartanburg – we are delighted that you are joining us for 
worship today! First Presbyterian is a community of believers in the heart of Spartanburg seeking to 
know and share the transformative love of Jesus Christ with others. Here you will encounter people 
who come from all walks of life representing diverse beliefs and faith experiences. What binds us 
together is our common hope in Jesus Christ. Through worship, study, fellowship, and mission we seek 
to root our lives in scripture, nurture our unity in Christ, and serve our neighbors in faith! No matter 
who you are or where you are on your spiritual journey, know that you are welcome here.

Peace,
Rev. Alan F. Dyer
Senior Pastor

ShelbyNext
(No log in required)

Venmo



 Early Worship
8:30am 
Chapel

Gathering Around the Word

Welcome and Invitation		  Rev. Alan F. Dyer
This is the day that the Lord has made;
Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Opening Voluntary	             For the Beauty of the Earth	 Micahel Burkhardt

WCall to Worship		  Rev. L. Craig Foster
In a world of uncertainty and fear,
We come to remember the steadfast love of the Lord.

We place our trust in the One who will stand at last upon the earth.
Though confusion and fear may swirl around us,

God strengthens our hearts and comforts us in every good work and word.
Let us worship the living God, our Redeemer and our hope.

WHymn 14	             For The Beauty of the Earth	 Dix

Prayer of Confession		
Eternal God, 
you are faithful even when we are fearful, steadfast when we are shaken. 

Yet we confess that our hearts are often troubled. 
We chase after lesser hopes, we lose patience in waiting for your promises, 
and we doubt your presence in times of trial. 

Forgive us, Lord. Renew our minds by your Spirit, 
and set our eyes again on Christ - our Redeemer who lives, 
our Savior who stands with us still.

	 Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon 		
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
Thanks be to God!

WResponse
	 Hymn 581	 	 Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,

world without end. Amen, amen.

WPassing of the Peace		
	 The peace of Christ be with you.

And also with you.

Life of the Church	 	

Christian worship 
joyfully gives all 
praise and glory 
to the triune 
God. In worship, 
we recognize 
God’s presence, 
respond 
to Christ’s 
redeeming 
love, and are 
renewed by the 
Spirit. Offering 
ourselves to 
God, we are 
equipped for 
faithful service in 
the world. 

W Please rise in
body or in spirit.



Proclaiming the Word

Scripture Reading	 2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17	

Sermon		  Rev. Alan F. Dyer

Responding to the Word

WAffirmation of Faith 		
	 The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty; Maker of heaven and earth; 
And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; 
	 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,
	 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; 
He descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; 
He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
	 from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; 
	 the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 
	 the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings	

Offertory	 I Will Sing of Thy Mercies	 Felix Mendelssohn

WDoxology	 	 Old Hundredth
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

praise God, all creatures here below;
praise God above, ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen

Prayers of the People		
	 The Lord’s Prayer		  Hymnal Page 35

	 	

Bearing the Word to the World

WHymn 815	 Give to the Winds Thy Fears	 William H. Walter

WCharge and Benediction 		

WBenediction Response	 Green Tyler
God, be the love to search and keep me; God, be the prayer to move my voice;

God, be the strength to now uphold me: O Christ, surround me; O Christ, surround me.

Closing Voluntary	 Allegro Maestoso from Sonata II	 Felix Mendelssohn

Written to a 
young church 

facing confusion 
and fear about 

the end times, 
2 Thessalonians 

encourages 
believers to 

stand firm in faith 
and not be led 
astray by false 

teachings. Paul 
reminds them 

that God’s love 
and grace have 
already claimed 

them, and that 
their task is to 

hold fast to the 
truth and live 

with steadfast 
hope in Christ.



 Contemporary Worship
9:00am 

Fogartie Hall

Instrumental Prayer	

Welcome	 Landon Hammett

WCall to Worship 	

WSong of Praise 	 Goodness of God

Prayer of Confession 	 Rev. Leslie L. Denny

Sung Assurance of Pardon	 O Come To The Altar

WPassing of the Peace 		

Life of the Church 		

Children’s Time		

Anthem		  No Longer Slaves

First Reading	 Job 19:23-27a	 Jay Kennedy

Second Reading	 2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17	

Sermon	 	 Rev. Alan F. Dyer

WAffirmation of Faith 	                  	
	  The Apostle’s Creed

Prayers of the People		   
	 The Lord’s Prayer

WClosing Song	 As For Me and My House

WBenediction	
W Please rise in
body or in spirit.

Christian worship 
joyfully gives all 
praise and glory 
to the triune 
God. In worship, 
we recognize 
God’s presence, 
respond 
to Christ’s 
redeeming 
love, and are 
renewed by the 
Spirit. Offering 
ourselves to 
God, we are 
equipped for 
faithful service in 
the world. 



Traditional Worship
11:00am

Sanctuary

Gathering Around the Word

Welcome and Invitation		  Rev. Alan F. Dyer
This is the day that the Lord has made;
Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Introit	 Thank You, Jesus	 African Folk Song

WCall to Worship	 	 Rev. Rachel N. Klompmaker
In a world of uncertainty and fear,
We come to remember the steadfast love of the Lord.

We place our trust in the One who will stand at last upon the earth.
Though confusion and fear may swirl around us,

God strengthens our hearts and comforts us in every good work and word.
Let us worship the living God, our Redeemer and our hope.

WHymn 14	 For The Beauty of the Earth	 Dix
	 Acolyte	 	 Piper Catolico

Prayer of Confession		  Rev. Leslie L. Denny
Eternal God, 
you are faithful even when we are fearful, steadfast when we are shaken. 

Yet we confess that our hearts are often troubled. 
We chase after lesser hopes, we lose patience in waiting for your promises, 
and we doubt your presence in times of trial. 

Forgive us, Lord. Renew our minds by your Spirit, 
and set our eyes again on Christ - our Redeemer who lives, 
our Savior who stands with us still.

	
Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon		
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
Thanks be to God!

WResponse
	 Hymn 581	 	 Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,

world without end. Amen, amen.
W Please rise in
body or in spirit.

Christian worship 
joyfully gives all 

praise and glory 
to the triune 

God. In worship, 
we recognize 

God’s presence, 
respond 

to Christ’s 
redeeming 

love, and are 
renewed by the 

Spirit. Offering 
ourselves to 

God, we are 
equipped for 

faithful service in 
the world.



WPassing of the Peace		
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

Life of the Church	

Proclaiming the Word

The Word for Children		
	 Sacrament of Baptism	 Oliver Holt Muthig

Son of Carrie and Travis Muthig

		  Baptism Song	 We Are Held	 Susan LaBarr and Jim Wilson

As the sunset by the sky, and as all the birds that fly, by His arms both you and I, we are held.
As the ship is by the sea, and the nest upon the tree, ever cradled, ever free, we are held.

As our life is by its span, so we rest in God’s own hand, and are bold to sing again, we are held.

Children ages 3 years to 1st grade are invited to dismiss to Children’s Worship; those 2nd grade and older will return to the pews.

Prayer for Illumination	   If Thou But Trust in God to Guide Thee 
Wer Nur Den Lieben Gott

First Reading	 Job 19:23-27a	 Hudson Huang

Second Reading	 2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17	

Sermon		  Rev. Alan F. Dyer

Responding to the Word

WAffirmation of Faith 	  Rev. L. Craig Foster
	 The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty; Maker of heaven and earth; 
And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; 
	 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,
	 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; 
He descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; 
He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
	 from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; 
	 the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 
	 the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

Baptism is a 
celebration of 
the child being 
baptized - a 
thanksgiving 
for their life and 
for all that God 
gives them and 
us. It is also a 
welcome into 
the family of the 
Church, both 
worldwide and 
locally. Through 
baptism we join 
a vast family 
spanning time 
and space. We 
commit ourselves 
to follow Christ 
and worship 
God within that 
family. 



Prayers of the People	  
	 The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
	

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings	  

Offertory	 All the Beauty of the Lord	 Gwynneth Walker
   Offertory text can be found on the last page of the bulletin.

WDoxology	 	 Old Hundredth
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

praise God, all creatures here below;
praise God above, ye heavenly host;

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen

WPrayer of Thanksgiving	 	

Bearing the Word to the World

WHymn 815	 Give to the Winds Thy Fears	 William H. Walter

WCharge and Benediction		                         

WBenediction Response	
Hymn 543, vs. 1	 Green Tyler

God, be the love to search and keep me; 
God, be the prayer to move my voice;

God, be the strength to now uphold me: 
O Christ, surround me; O Christ, surround me.

Closing Voluntary	 Allegro Maestoso from Sonata II	 Felix Mendelssohn

The Flowers in the Sanctuary
are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of 

Rev. Dr. and Mrs. John M. Bald, Sr.
by their children.

What are you 
taking from 
worship? A 

new thought, a 
deep feeling, 

a glimpse 
of grace, a 
challenge? 

Where will you 
see God today? 
How will you live 

out and share 
God’s peace 

with neighbors 
and strangers 

alike in the 
coming week?



Veterans and Active Service Personnel
As we honor Veterans Day today, we are grateful to the following church members who have served or are 
serving in the military:

Army
Jim Anderson; Vic Bailey III; Dr. David Berry; Jack M. Blasius; Charles H. Boulware, Jr.; De Calvert; Hon. 
Gordon G. Cooper; Wade Crow (and SC National Guard); Joe P. Dunn; Doug Egge; William Davis Ellis; 
William C. Elston; Edd Ervin; Phillip N. Glover; Guy “Brandt” Goodwin; Edward Lamar Holcombe; Robin 
DesChamps Hood; Garrett P. Johnson; Don J. Jolley; Jeffrey M. Kuntz; Karl Lagerlof; Hank Mason (SC 
National Guard); Jack Mason; Dr. Donald McClure (Army Medical Corps); Sydney “Syd” Faison McDaniel, 
III (Army National Guard); William Palmer Mills, Jr.; Lehman Rowell “Rowe” Moody; Herbert Bays “Bert” 
Moore, Jr.; John R. Murphy; Douglas B. Nash; Steven Oeth; Gerald Palmer; William G. Pickens (Army 
National Guard); Darwin H. Simpson; Bryan C. Shaw; Jack Antley “Jan” Smoke; Richard L. Taylor; Terry 
Thruston; James D. Trout, Jr. (and SC National Guard); Robert F. Turner; Dr. Lawrence Warren, Jr. 

Navy
Stanley Wayne Baker; Dr. Howard C. “Budge” Bean, Jr. (Navy Reserve); Dr. William W. “Bill” Burns; Jarrett 
P. Dunn; Dr. J. Sidney Fulmer; George M. Holbrook; Clarence J. “Buddy” Letson; Bill Mayrose; George 
Edward Moseley; James W. Munn; James M. Pickens; Dean J. Yamasaki

AirForce
Randy Alexander; Mitchell Allen; Lee Arnett; Doug Baker; Joseph S. Correll III; Malloy Evans; Dr. George 
Graham; John Harrill, III; John W. Hill, III; Dr. W. Brownlee Lowry; Robert N. Maddox; Kyle Milner, Jr. (Air 
National Guard); Raymond Morris; Thomas Neidenbach; John L. “J.J.” Smith

Marine Corps
Gerald Kiehl; Rachel Williams

Life of the Church
Sunday, November 9, 2025

Young Adult Fall Social- Today!
All adults, age 21-40ish, are invited to join us at 
Breeden Farm for great food, fun, and fellowship 
today, November 9, 3:30-5:30pm! 
This event is kid-friendly. Details at 
fpcspartanburg.org/fallsocial.   

A Way Home - Next Week
We need more help to welcome families into our 
facilities November 16-23. Sign up at fpcspartanburg.
org/awayhome or scan the QR code. For 
training, contact Rhonda Dickerson 
(rhonda032856@gmail.com or 843-407-
8065).

Wednesdays at First- Nov. 12
5:00pm	 Dinner Line Opens (Fogartie Hall)
5:00pm	 Children’s Choirs (Clark Building)
6:15pm	 Recreation for Children (Gym)
6:30pm	 Sacred Stones, Living Faith (Fogartie Hall)
6:30pm	 Youth Fellowship
7:30pm	 Chancel Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room)

Pre-register for dinner by 4:00pm each Monday. 
Join us in Fogartie Hall for a special viewing of a 
documentary and conversation with Frank Lee 
on the history of Spartanburg and our current 
location as we continue to celebrate 
100 Years on 393 East Main Street. Visit 
fpcspartanburg.org/waf or scan the QR 
code.



JOY Fellowship Trip and Lunch
Join the JOY Fellowship on Monday, November 17, 
for a fun and fascinating outing to the Spartanburg 
County Library Planetarium Learning Center for 
Aurora: Lights of Wonder. Buses will depart from the 
FLC parking lot at 10:00am. Following the presen-
tation, we’ll enjoy lunch together at Smoking Butt 
Heads. Sign up at fpcspartanburg.org/
joytrip or scan the QR code to reserve 
your seat, and don’t forget to bring 
money for lunch. 

Faith Initiative Quarterly Meeting
All are welcome to join the Faith Initiative to End 
Child Poverty quarterly meeting, Thursday, Novem-
ber 13, 12-3pm in Fogartie Hall. There will be a pro-
gram update and at 1:00pm, a screening of the new 
short documentary “Evicting the American Dream” 
to challenge our thinking on the causes of home-
lessness and how we can work together to address 
these large societal issues. All are welcome. RSVP to 
Scott Neely (scott@faithinitiativespartanburg.org).

Advent Workshop - Dec. 3
Following WAF dinner on December 3, join us in 
the Gym for our annual Advent Family Workshop. 
With different crafts and lots of holiday cheer, there 
is something for everyone! Crafting will start around 
6:15pm and wrap up around 7:30pm.

Winter Warmth - Thank you!
The annual Winter Warmth Project of First Pres-
byterian Church was held on October 25. Over 640 
coats were distributed to children in Spartanburg 
County and more will be given out in the coming 
weeks. Thank you to the nearly 100 volunteers who 
helped provide warmth for these children. There are 
still opportunities for you to help! For a gift of $35, 
you can be a part of providing a new warm coat for 
a child in need. Use this QR Code and choose “Win-
ter Warmth” from the drop-down box 
or visit fpcspartanburg.org/winter-
warmth. Gift Acknowledgement Cards 
are available upon request.

Advent Fluff Days
It’s time to get your fluff on! Join the Sanctuary 
Guild as we get wreaths and decorations looking 
presentable for Advent! Fluff Days will be taking 
place on Tuesdays (Nov. 11, 18) at 10:00am-noon, 
and Thursdays (Nov. 13, 20) at 2:00pm-4:00pm. 
We will meet in Room 2200. Interested in helping? 
Contact LeAnne Thurmond at 864-621-0213 or 
leanne.thurmond@gmail.com 

Stewardship 2026 Update
Thank you to the more than 370 individuals and 
families who have already responded to this year’s 
call to generosity by submitting a pledge for 2026. 
You all have brought us to 71% of our goal! Your 
participation strengthens FPC’s ministry and 
allows us to plan faithfully for the year ahead. If 
you have not yet made your pledge, will you join 
us? Every commitment helps us live more fully into 
our mission. Pledge cards are available throughout 
the church, or you can pledge easily 
online by using the QR code or visiting 
fpcspartanburg.org/stewardship.

Honor & Remember This  Advent
There are several opportunities to honor and remember 
your loved ones this Advent season by contributing to the 
beautiful decorations at First Presbyterian 
and purchasing Columbarium wreaths. 
Learn more at fpcspartanburg.org/advent 
or scan the QR code.

Hand in Hand Christmas Cards
Hand in Hand is a local nonprofit that works in 
collaboration with Spartanburg County School 
District social workers, who identify children and 
families in need. By providing basic essentials, Hand 
in Hand hopes to relieve daily concerns, improve 
self-esteem and allow children to concentrate on 
their education. This Christmas, give a gift to this 
ministry in honor of a loved one. Holiday cards 
are available upon request. Online gifts may be 
made through fpcspartanburg.org/give or   by 
scanning the QR code. Please contact 
Lynn Long at (864) 913-2179 or 
handinhandspartanburg@gmail.com 



Today’s Musicians

Early Worship
Holt Andrews, Marcia Andrews, Matias Mariani

Contemporary Worship 
Rafe Andrews, guitar/vocals; 

Kolby Carrouth, drums;
Lisa Cunningham, piano/vocals;

Landon Hammett, vocals/keyboard; 
Anna Harkey, violin; 

Matt Kelly, guitar/vocals;
Corey McDaniels, bass guitar;

Foster Neely, electric guitar

Traditional Worship
Holt Andrews, Marcia Andrews, 

Angel Chatter Choir, LightShine Choir, 
Chancel Choir

Front Cover: Christ in Glory,  
mosaic at St. Charles Seminary, Carthagena, Ohio

Inscription reads,
”YOU ARE COME TO MOUNT SION TO THE CITY OF THE 
LIVING GOD THE HEAVENLY JERUSALEM AND TO THE 

COMPANY OF MANY THOUSANDS” 

Sunday School  
10:00am

Children and Youth
Nursery – Room C105 (Clark Building)

Preschool (3K-5K) – Room C110 (Clark Building)
1st & 2nd Grade - Room C202
3rd & 4th Grade - Room C203

5th Grade - Room C206
Youth - Second Floor of the Family Life Center

Adult Sunday School
Bible Alive – Room 2215 & Zoom 

An extensive book-by-book study of the Bible

Emmaus – Purnell Room 
A journey with eyes open towards Jesus, with fellowship 

and a fresh new scripture-based lesson each week.

Faith Forum - Social Hall 
All ages are welcome to the Faith Forum!   

November 
Dr. Courtney Kealy, Associate Professor of Religious 

Studies at Wofford, will lead a four-part series on 
“Listening Well: Paying Attention to God, Others, and 

Our Surroundings.” Dr. Kealy teaches ethnography 
classes at Wofford, where she guides students on how to 
be careful observers of their cultures and environments.

Offertory
All the Beauty of the Lord

Gwynneth Walker

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, 
like the wideness of the sea.

There’s a kindness in God’s justice, 
which is more than liberty.

There is no place where our sorrows 
are more felt than up in heaven.

There is no place where our failings 
have such kindly judgement given.

For the love of God is broader 
than the vision of our mind.
And the heart of the Eternal 

is most wonderfully kind.
If we could but love more simply, 

ever living by the Word,
then our lives would be enlightened 

with the beauty of the Lord,
with the mercy and the kindness, 
with the healing and forgiveness,

with the sweetness and compassion--
all the beauty of the Lord!

Calendar
November 16-23

Host Church for A Way Home
November 25

Spartanburg Community Thanksgiving Service
November 30

First Sunday of Advent

Looking Ahead
December 3

Advent Family Workshop
December 4

Service of Comfort and Light
December 7

Chamber Singers Concert /  
Young Adult Christmas Party

December 10
Celebration of Giving:  

Continuing the Tradition of White Gifts
December 14

Lessons and Carols / Messiah (8:30 & 11am)



To Ponder PrayerfullyTo Ponder Prayerfully
“The good news is that dark and light, faith and doubt,  

divine absence and presence, do not exist at opposite poles.  
Instead, they exist with and within each other,  

like distinct waves that roll out of the same ocean and roll back into it again.  
As different as they are, they come from and return to the same source.”

- Barbara Brown Taylor

393 East Main Street
Spartanburg, SC 29302

864/583-4531
www.fpcspartanburg.org
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Ministers: All Members of the ChurchMinisters: All Members of the Church
We are a community of believers committed to “Glorifying God and Sharing Christ Together through Word and Deed.”


